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1. Introduction 
 
This handbook has been produced to provide a summary of issues affecting the planning and 
management of the cultural heritage in the Wadden Sea region, together with examples of projects 
which illustrate best practice within the region.   
 
The first section of the handbook contains an overview of the management and planning issues, 
with regard to the cultural heritage and landscape, of the Wadden Sea Region. The management 
and planning issues relate directly to the headings in section 4 of ‘The Wadden Sea Region: A 
Living Historic Landscape An integrated strategy to preserve, maintain and develop the cultural 
landscape and heritage in the Wadden Sea Region’.  
 
The best practice handbook provides a means for all parties involved in the management, 
preservation and enhancement of the cultural landscape of the Wadden Sea Region to learn from 
examples of projects which have been successful in practice.  
 
The handbook includes 30 examples of best practise which detail projects undertaken, relating to 
the preservation, management and enhancement of the historic cultural and natural environment 
of the Wadden Sea and the Wash. They include habitat recreation in the form of the restoration of 
wetland meadows, the development of regeneration programmes which take into account the 
cultural heritage of urban centres, the creation of guided or themed trails to encourage a greater 
awareness of the cultural heritage by both tourists and local people and the restoration of inland 
waterways to navigable use.   
 
The projects summarised provide good examples of the preservation, management and promotion 
of the natural and cultural heritage of a particular area or locality. Although many of these 
examples are local in their scope, their application, like the issues and problems that they address, 
are trans-national. The projects summarised provide examples of the development of cross-sector 
working, and how the management of the cultural heritage and landscape can enhance other 
important areas of Wadden Sea life, such as nature conservation, tourism and job creation.  
 
It is hoped that this Best Practise guide will provide a catalyst for further works within the project 
area, addressing areas of potential or vulnerability identified by the project.  
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2. Managing the Landscape and Cultural Heritage 
 

2.1 Spatial and Strategic Planning 
 
Spatial and Strategic Planning are a vital element in the protection and promotion of the cultural 
heritage throughout the Wadden Sea area. Within each country, across borders and in the 
maritime area, the inclusion of the cultural heritage at the earliest possible stage of planning is 
essential to allow the cultural heritage to play a full part in the future of the Wadden Sea area. The 
integration of cultural heritage into major development proposals and regional plans allows this 
important resource to both benefit and influence the future proposals for an area. Local 
development plans, especially those associated with a particular settlement have the potential to 
protect, manage and improve the cultural heritage as well as allowing appropriate expansion of 
settlement. Examples of this type of work can be found in the integration of the cultural heritage 
into the plans for the Elbe waterways and the ‘A Future for Farmsteads’ document in Friesland.  
The cultural entities developed as part of the Wadden Sea Project form the first stage of assessing 
the area in a way which can be easily understood in the spatial and strategic planning sphere.  
 

2.2 Tourism and Recreation 
 
Tourism and recreation can provide major benefits for the cultural heritage resource of an area but 
can also have a significant detrimental effect if the cultural heritage is not considered at an early 
stage. Throughout the Wadden Sea area cultural heritage and cultural landscape can be used as 
a trigger to improve the quality and range of tourist facilities, sites and areas of interest. Cultural 
Heritage can also be used to support and improve other areas of tourism and recreation, such as 
nature conservation, by being an integrated part of the planning process of any scheme so that 
any tourist facilities can appeal to a wide range of visitors. It must also be remembered that the 
management and promotion of the cultural heritage to the local population can be important for 
their recreation and sense of place.  
 
A wide range of best practice examples can be found in the next section including the creation of a 
trail aimed at informing and awareness building for both locals and visitors; of aspects and relics of 
the landscape development of the Seestermüher Marsch,; creation of new parks combining 
cultural and natural environments at Stollberg and in Albersdorf, and the integration of the cultural 
heritage as a tourist initiative on the Elbe waterways.  

 

2.3 Agriculture 
 
The impact of modern agriculture on landscapes and the cultural heritage resource has long been 
recognised, and in recent years studies have sought to quantify and qualify the level and nature of 
destruction and change that intensive farming methods have wrought (Darvill and Fulton, 1998; 
Defra, 2002). Financial support for cultural heritage management by farmers is critical to 
addressing these issues and achieving benign management of, and access to, cultural heritage 
and landscapes. Since the Agenda 2000 reforms of the CAP, member states have been required 
to draw up seven year Rural Development Plans which draw on measures in the Rural 
Development Regulation to provide rural development and agri-environment support to address 
identified needs. However, the degree to which positive management can be addressed via agri-
environmental policies and incentives under each member states Rural Development Plan 
(currently running from 2007 to 2013) will vary from country to country, reflecting the relative 
priorities given to other types of rural development. In England, cultural heritage is a primary 
objective of the Environmental Stewardship scheme, offering farmers a range of management 
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options for protecting below ground archaeological remains and historic landscape features (see 
Cultural heritage and landscape as a lever). The success of such schemes is however reliant on 
the provision of timely and accurate information and advice from the cultural heritage sector.  
 
Rural Development Plans are also able to promote awareness and conservation of the rural 
heritage and cultural landscapes through support for rural communities, tourism and other rural 
business. The Leader+ programmes, involving partnerships of local organisations in a ‘bottom up’ 
approach to rural development have been proved (see Cultural landscape and heritage as a lever 
this volume; Modern barns / Noord Groningen this volume) and the strength of broader co-
operation between the farming sector, local organisations, interest groups, local government 
authorities and national bodies can be demonstrated by successful initiatives like the Integrierte 
Station Unterelbe (Integrierte Station Unterelbe this volume), which highlights synergies between 
agriculture and other sectors such as tourism and nature conservation. Such partnerships can 
result in benefits, beyond the cultural heritage of individual holdings, to the wider cultural 
landscape of an area. Even when cultural landscapes can be sustained through financial 
incentives, awareness raising and partnership working, legal instruments will still have a role in the 
conservation of the cultural heritage within agricultural landscapes (Act for the protection and 
maintenance of hedgerows this volume).  
 

2.4 Nature Conservation  
 
The management needs and objectives of the natural and cultural heritage can be both 
complementary and conflicting leading to a complicated, but close, relationship (Maccines, 1993). 
Areas of common interest between the two sectors demand a joint understanding of the different 
values of landscape and a multi-purpose and multi-disciplinary approach that provides integrated 
solutions to management. Key to such an approach is effective communication, co-operation, 
partnership working and policy development between the two sectors at all levels (see Wash 
Estuary Management Plan – strategic, integrated planning and policy development). The 
heightened awareness and understanding of each partners aims and operations that should result 
from this approach will ensure the successful implementation of integrated conservation 
management projects, both across whole landscapes (see Operation Corncrake this volume), and 
on individual sites (see Friskney Decoy this volume). These will in turn strengthen partnerships 
and provide opportunities for further increased awareness of the interrelations between the natural 
and cultural heritage, through publicity and educational activities, leading to greater public support 
and stakeholder involvement. 
 

2.5 Coastal Protection and Water Management 
 
Coastal areas like the Wadden Sea Region are particularly exposed to risks of sea level rise 
leading to storm surges, erosion and flooding, aggravated by the impacts of climate change and 
ongoing development. Like natural systems, the cultural heritage is vulnerable to these threats and 
to the human responses to them and needs to be considered equally with all other elements of the 
coastal zone. Integrated Coastal Zone Management calls for a strategic approach to coastal zone 
planning and management, and the development of strategic documents, including Estuary 
Management Plans and Shoreline Management Plans, are primary mechanisms for ensuring that 
the cultural heritage is taken into account during policy development and strategic decision making 
in coastal areas (see Wash Estuary Management Plan this volume). Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) considers the cumulative impacts and risks of policy and development plans, 
whilst Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) should be used for assessing impacts of coastal 
defence projects, such as managed realignment, on the cultural heritage (see Freiston Shore). 
Ultimately, a more coherent and integrated approach to coastal planning and flood risk 
management can provide an improved context to benefit from synergies and to more effectively 
achieve sustainable development (see Boston Waterways). 
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2.6 References 
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3. Best Practise Examples 
 
Under each of the following sections, best practise examples of how to deal with the the cultural 
heritage in a sustainable way are described. The examples are a cross-section of sustainable 
solution and management experiences in the North Sea region and will provide further knowledge 
and advice for regional planners and managers even under different legal systems.  

3.1 Spatial and Strategic Planning 
 

3.1.1  Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond 
 
Introduction 
Esbjerg was established in 1868 after the defeat by Germany in 1864. The loss of Schleswig-
Holstein had also meant losing the most southerly harbours in Denmark. A new harbour needed to 
be established, and a suitable natural harbour existed at Esbjerg on the western coast of 
Denmark. Esbjerg initially comprised a harbour and a railway; and soon a town grew up. Early on 
the local politicians found that planning was necessary in order to avoid anarchy regarding the 
layout new buildings and streets. Inspired by the Greek towns the grid plan was established, and 
since the town centre has been following the symmetry of this plan. 
 

      
 
Figure 3.1.1.1: The work of Esbjerg Byfond covers the municipality of Esbjerg; from the 1st of 

January 2007 the municipality also includes the former municipalities of Ribe and 
Bramming 

 
Figure 3.1.1.2:  The area of Esbjerg Municipality 
 
Esbjerg became a rich town; the fishing industry, the trade and the harbour made it so, and in the 
town centre many architects created good and magnificent houses. In the 20th century the town 
kept growing, but no one really considered the oldest parts of the town. as Esbjerg was – and is – 
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still ”new” in a historical perspective, and when the architects and planners in the 1950s, 1960s 
and 1970s designed new buildings, old ones were removed without much consideration or 
hesitation.  
Around 1970 some people began to see the value of the old buildings, including the newer 
buildings created with respect to their surroundings. In 1976 Esbjerg City Council created Esbjerg 
Byfond (The Foundation of Esbjerg City). The purpose was to support the preservation of older 
buildings, support restoration and award the best examples. By this means greater attention could 
be placed upon the architectonical values of Esbjerg and its surroundings. 
This best practise example shows how attention, care and a little financial support can transform 
destroyed and threatened old buildings back to their former glory, and how new buildings can be 
planned with respect to their surroundings. 
 
The historic landscape 

The town of Esbjerg was established in 1868, structured on a grid plan. Due to the buildings of 
Esbjerg being historically ‘young’, no one really cared for the oldest buildings and architecture until 
the 1970s. 
Esbjerg is placed on a hill island. The harbour lies southwest of the town, below the cliffs. Esbjerg 
is the largest town in the Danish Wadden Sea area, and the only town in the area with heavy 
industry near the coast. The former municipalites of Ribe and Bramming are more rural and 
influenced by the marsh. 
 
The project 

Esbjerg City Council founded Esbjerg Byfond in 1976. Its purpose was to work for preservation of 
architectonical and cultural historical values in Esbjerg Municipality. From the 1st of January 2007 
the foundation changed its name to Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond, covering the old municipalities of 
Esbjerg, Ribe, Bramming and the parish of Grimstrup, now included in Esbjerg Kommune. Esbjerg 
Kommunes Byfond is administered by a board: 2 members appointed by Esbjerg City Council (one 
of whom has to be the mayor or the chairman of the Building- and Town-committee), 1 member 
appointed by the trade committee, 1 member appointed by committees of house owners in Esbjerg 
and Ribe, 1 member appointed by the museums and the archive, 1 member appointed by the local 
committees, 1 member appointed by the Danish Architect committee, and the town architect. In 
addition they all can elect a person showing specific interest in the work of Esbjerg Kommunes 
Byfond. The project partners are therefore people with architectonical knowledge and historical 
interest, as well as politicians and planners. 
Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond is partially financially supported by the municipality, but mainly by 
voluntary contributions by the business life, other public and foundations or private persons. The 
annual budget is modest, 400.000 Danish kroner per year (€53.600). In the 1990s Esbjerg 
Kommunes Byfond had a budget almost twice as big. 
The people behind the creation of Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond understood how vulnerable the town 
and its surroundings were to changes in architecture and demolishing of old buildings. It was a 
great opportunity to influence and improve the architecture of the town. It was hoped that some old 
buildings could be saved, and older buildings with unfortunate restorations could be transformed 
back to their original architectonical intention. 
In order to achieve results Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond used the following methods. They set up 
some goals and purposes regarding the preservation of the architectural heritage and historic 
appearance of Esbjerg, and with financial contributions and free advice they influence and improve 
the architecture of Esbjerg Municipality. 
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Figure 3.1.1.3:  Sikkerhedsstyrelsen (The Danish Safety Technological Authority) was awarded in 

2005. The building was previously a hospital; established 1903 by the Catholic order 
The Sisters of St. Joseph. The hospital function was moved c. 2002, and 
Sikkerhedsstyrelsen moved in. The award was given for the buildings restoration 

 
 
Every year Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond awards good results after following criteria: 

• Valuable restorations of older buildings 
• New buildings, which aesthetically and respectfully are adapted to the existing 

surroundings 
• New and beautiful buildings in general 
• Good and sympathetic signage or elaboration of facades 

 
Besides Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond provides loans or contributions to specific projects, i.e. 
restoration, maintenance etc. Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond provides good advice in architectonical 
matters free. 
 
Outcome 

So far Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond has awarded 153 buildings. The buildings are listed on their 
web-site alphabetically by address, and in their annual report Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond 
describes the award winners and reasoning of the awards in detail. 
Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond has also financed several publications about architecture and 
architects related to Esbjerg, for instance Harald Peters (1891-1951) and C. H. Clausen (1866-
1941).  
 
In addition to the annual building awards, Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond makes grants towards 
building restoration. In 2005, for instance, Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond awarded six buildings 
(Andrupgård, Esbjerg Gymnasium, Restaurant Gl. Havn, Sikkerhedsstyrelsen, Spangsbjerggade 
69 and Torvegade 59). But they also received 27 applications for money, granting granted 22 of 
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the applications with amounts between 5000 Danish kroner (€671) and 150.000 Danish kroner 
(€20,031). The granted amounts were spent on the following projects: 

• 7 total renovations of roof, windows and walls 
• 6 windows 
• 4 roofs, among them 1 thatched roof) 
• 2 complicated wall-works 
• 2 doors 
• 1 chimney and trapdoors on a listed building 

 
Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond has secured attention upon architecture and spatial planning, and 
approximately 10 buildings have been listed in Esbjerg, as a result of their work. 
Besides that the board of Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond has looked at all the former awarded 
buildings in order to secure that they still were ”worthy” to carry the signage showing the award. 
One of the buildings had been changed, and a note was made. This shows that Esbjerg 
Kommunes Byfond follows up on their awards, and this also demands responsibility by the owners 
of the buildings. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.1.4:  Torvet (the middle of the city) showing some of the most significant buildings. Torvet 

was awarded in 1995. 
 
With the administrative reform of Denmark Esbjerg Municipality from the 1st of January 2007 
consists of the former municipalities of Esbjerg, Ribe and Bramming. One of the future challenges 
for Esbjerg Kommunes Byfond is therefore to expand their work into the entire new municipality. 
This demands first of all greater financial support, since the geographical area has increased, and 
a broader knowledge about the new areas. 
 
Further information: http://www.esbjergkommune.dk 
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3.1.2  Preserving Local Planning (Nordby, Lokalplan 33) 
 
Introduction 

The old skipper town of Nordby on the Wadden Sea island of Fanø is very well preserved. Many of 
the houses in the old town core are listed, and the Frisian influence is evident in those houses. 
Nordby is also very popular with tourists, who visit Fanø and wish to experience the environment 
of this charming town. This means that Nordby, along with its southern sister-town Sønderho on 
Fanø, was in danger of becoming too overcrowded with signage and modern tourist facilities; and 
there was a danger that modern buildings and unfortunate changes to the older buildings would 
spoil the environment of the town in order to meet with the tourist demands.  
The challenge was how to keep developing the town and meet the demands of both inhabitants 
and tourists, but still be able to preserve the town core, the unique buildings and the old road 
structure. Fanø Kommune (The Municipality of Fanø) decided to develop a preserving local plan 
(bevarende lokalplan) in order to protect the towns of Nordby and Sønderho. The towns battled 
with similar problems, and this best practise example demonstrates the preserving local plan of 
Nordby from 1989 (Lokalplan 33). The local plan of Sønderho dates from 1981, and even though it 
is not a preserving local plan, but just a local plan, its purpose is also to preserve the town core of 
Sønderho. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.2.1:  The skipper town of Nordby as it is today. The blue line shows the interim border of 

the newly appointed cultural environment (2007), the red line shows the border of the 
preserving local plan from 1989. The area covers the old town core. 

 
The main purpose of Lokalplan 33 was to ensure and strengthen the cultural historical and 
architectonical qualities of Nordby, and to ensure the future use of the buildings and the town. The 
passing of the preserving local plan means that any external changes to the buildings in the area 
of the local plan have to be approved by the city council. 
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Figure 3.1.2.2:  The main street in Nordby. The old houses are kept well preserved, and signage for 

shops, restaurants etc. are kept in discreet colors.  
 
The historic landscape 

 
 
Figure 3.1.2.3:  Nordby in the 1850s (when it was called Odden). The blue line shows the border of 

the cultural environment (2007), the red line shows the interim border of the 
preserving local plan (1989). The road structure and the settlement are still very well 
preserved today. 
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Nordby lies on the eastern coast of Fanø, which is one of the Danish Wadden Sea islands. Fanø 
lies along with the other islands between the reefs of Horns Rev in Denmark and Rote Kliff in 
Germany. Between these two points wind, tide and storm surges have during the latest 3–4000 
years created the Danish Wadden Sea land-sea scape. This process formation is still on-going. 
Investigation of the natural transportation of sand within the Danish Wadden Sea has shown that it 
seeks to fill out the area between Jutland’s mainland and the “equilibrium line”. The yearly sand 
feed in the Danish Wadden Sea is several hundred thousands m3. Therefore the west coast 
beaches of Fanø are still growing with the formation of new sea dunes. Fanø consists of several 
north-south parallel ranges of dunes with intermediate hollows. The oldest systems are located to 
the east – edged by large or minor newer marshlands – some of which are embanked. 
The town of Nordby is the oldest and most densely built-up settlement on the island, located in the 
north east with the ferry connection to the mainland. The old road structure is still evident, with no 
major modern breakthroughs and no larger modern buildings to disturb the experience of the 
skipper town. The natural harbour has for centuries harboured sailing ships, and now a ferry line 
connects Fanø with the main land. At Grønningen north of Nordby the town fields are situated. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.2.4:  The island of Fanø. Nordby in the north, Sønderho in the south. The map clearly 

shows that the island is build up by dune heath (pink signature). In the middle of the 
island plantations (green signature) have been established. 

 
The project 

The city core with its old road structure and the Frisian influenced listed buildings is very 
vulnerable towards changes. The town needs to function with permanent inhabitants, trade, lighter 
industry and tourism. The cultural history, the architecture and the unique environment needed 
protection in order to maintain their characteristics, and still give room for development.  
 
Fanø Kommune decided to elaborate the preserving local plan, so it took the preservation into 
consideration and related it to other needs and wishes. It was important to create a plan, which 
describe in detail the use, place and shape of settlement, roads, walking paths, plantation, signage 
etc. inside the area of the local plan.  
The project partners were Fanø Kommune and an architect, Arkitektfirmaet Lindy Tanvig 
MAA Esbjerg.  
The method was to use existing knowledge and combine it with new ideas for development. The 
oldest part of Nordby was designated as a valuable area, and the local plan was developed on the 
basis of the overall municipality plan. In addition Fanø Kommune and the former 
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Fredningsstyrelsen (The Danish National Preservation Agency) had earlier developed a register of 
old houses in Nordby. This register gave a detailed description of the buildings, and it gave good 
advice regarding their maintenance. 
In Danish municipality administration a local plan describes a certain area, whenever major 
changes are taking place, and gives the guidelines for the development of this area. For instance, 
when creating new settlements, or when the purpose of an area undergoes changes, for example 
lighter industry to heavy industry. Preserving local plans have a more specific purpose of 
preserving a certain area, laying down guidelines for its use and restrictions for radical changes. 
The preserving local plans are not listing the area, but the area or elements inside it can be listed 
in advance. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.2.5:  Lokalplan 33 also provides advice and examples for changes to buildings. All 

examples show the original house, then an example of unfortunate changes, and at 
last an example of reasonable changes. In addition good advice regarding windows, 
doors, thatching, choice of bricks etc. is given through the preservation local plan. 

 
 
The preserving local plan of Nordby consists of the following elements: 
Firstly, the description of the administration of the plan and the legal status of the plan. Then the 
history of Nordby is described, as well as town plan of the past and today. The intentions of the 
preserving local plan and the wishes for future development are specified, including a detailed 
description of the different architectonical styles. Recommendations for changes and for entirely 
new buildings are presented, as well as recommendations for facades, signage and other exterior 
features, which influence the overall picture of Nordby. The preserving local plan is richly 
illustrated with maps, photographs and drawings. 
The municipality have the opportunity with the preserving local plan to direct and control the 
development within the appointed area in a sustainable manner. It is now possible to avoid 
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unsuitable developments at an early stage, as soon as the municipality is aware of the values and 
cultural history of the area. The local inhabitants benefit, through the receipt of good advice in the 
local plan, and whenever they wish to build new houses or change the existing buildings, it is 
possible to get help from the planners of the municipality. 
 
Outcome 

The preserving local plan of Nordby – Lokalplan 33 – now directs the development of the town 
core. In the outskirts of Nordby the new settlements can flourish, but in the old core of the skipper 
town the old buildings, the road structure, the signage, green areas and all other changes, which 
always will influence the image of Nordby, are under strict regulations decided and administered 
by the city council and the planners. 
The passing of Lokalplan 33 meant that the inhabitants and tourists still experience an original 
architecture and a unique environment, which has not been ruined by large, colourful plastic signs, 
modern architecture and the establishment of major roads in stead of the old narrow streets. Fanø 
Kommune has succeeded in preserving a historical environment by setting up boundaries for 
development, and thus ensured its development. As a part of LancewadPlan the town core of 
Nordby now have been appointed a cultural environment, which further ensures the characteristics 
of the old skipper town. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.2.6:  A typical Fanø-house. This one is from Sønderho, but the architecture and the details 

are similar to the typical houses of Nordby. Plastic windows or a tiled roof would be 
unsuitable for this type of house. 

 

Sources 

Fanø Kommune: Lokalplan nr. 33, Bevarende lokalplan for en del af Nordby, Fanø 1989. 
Charlotte Lindhardt og John Frederiksen: Cultural entity, The Danish Wadden Sea Region, The 
islands, Rømø - Mandø – Fanø, Ribe 2007. 
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3.1.3  Old Town Stade – Living Between Tradition and Modernity 
 
Introduction  

Today the old town of Stade is one of the towns of Lower Saxony which is well worth a visit. The 
restored timber-framed buildings and the old Hanse (Hanseatic League) harbour at the fish market 
are a regional tourist attraction. This status was accomplished by extensive redevelopment based 
on urban development founding and on establishment of industry. 
By contrast, the old town of Stade at the beginnings of the 1970s left the mark of 
underdevelopment. Streets needed rehabilitation, commerce was only slightly developed, and real 
estates were obsolescent. Some of the buildings were in such a bad state that they needed to be 
knocked down. At this time an atmosphere of emmigration was recognizable. Due to the industrial 
settlement of DOW CHEMICAL, AOS and VAW the community was allowed to expect an increase 
of business tax and subsequently a future wealth for Stade. 
Earlier, in the mid 1960s, an urban development plan concerning the old town of Stade had been 
designed. The central aim of this plan was to restructure the area by destroying traditional housing 
and erecting new buildings as well as creating new parks, street enlargement, and removing 
housing out of the old town. Fortunately, this idea was abandoned and the redevelopment of the 
old town of Stade began at the beginning of the 1970s with the consideration of the local cultural 
heritage. 
 
Townscape and heritage  

The historic city wall and its moat, established in 1209, has shaped the subsequent cityscape. In 
1659 700 of the approximately 1000 houses in Stade, including the gothic city hall, were destroyed 
by fire. As a consequence most of the timber-framed buildings in the town were erected in the 
second half of the 17th century and are 350 years old. Stade was fortunate in that it avoided much 
of the destruction associated with World War II. 
In the run-up to the redevelopment 12 theses were dsigned as guidelines or principles. Amongst 
these, it was claimed that the town history should be readable in the city plan, new estates should 
keep the skyline under consideration and their proportions as well as their structures should be 
seen as determining elements of the down town area. Modernization of older structures has 
priority over new buildings. Further middle-class housings should stay closed units and their 
ground floor as part of the overall frontage. The old town should not be adapted to modern traffic 
constraints but organized as traffic-calming area and developed as pedestrian zone. 
 
The project 

The project redevelopment of down town Stade consists of four key aspects. The coverage of a 
whole area and the transport sector should be advanced. Traditional estates should be preserved. 
In doing so, modern accommodations shall be created in the historic town part. Public facilities and 
cultural offerings should turn the overall area more attractive for inhabitants and guests. Business 
should be developed with the aim to turn the old town area to a business centre. 
 
Parties involved: The project incorporates the German state, the federal state of Lower Saxony, 
the community of Stade and the redevelopment institution (firstly Neue Heimat Bremen after 1993 
Baubecon).  
 
Costs: The costs of 50,0 million € were accompanied amongst other by about 30 million € of 
private investments additionally co-financed to the extent of 30% (15 million €). A comparable 
amount was invested in pedestrian areas, streets, places and public parks. In total 150 million € 
were spent. 
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Funding and costs 

income  expenditures 
state and federal state 28,7 Mio. € Planning costs 1,1 Mio. €
Community of Stade 15,7 Mio. € Acquisition of estates 5,8 Mio. €
Income 5,5 Mio. € Allowance for removal 1,5 Mio. €
(estate sale and contributions) Demolition costs 6,9 Mio. € 
  Site development 14,9 Mio. € 
  (Ordnungsmaßnahmen) 2,3 Mio. € 
  Private modernisation 15,2 Mio. € 
  Urban modernisation 2,3 Mio. € 
Overall costs 50,0 Mio. € Overall costs 50,0 Mio. € 

 
Outcome 

The redevelopment program for Old Town of Stade started in 1972/73 within the south western 
part of the project area (12 hectares) and was completed in the 1980s. In this period the area had 
580 inhabitants in 250 accommodation units in 216 houses and apartments. Furthermore, 150 
businesses were selling, producing and working in the area. The subsequent costs were partially 
compensated by grants. 
From the 1980s until the mid-1990s the redevelopment of the old town of Stade reached its climax. 
During this period a large amount of houses and apartments were erected. 
Altogether more than 200 houses had been modernized and hundreds of new apartments were 
built. Retail is prospering and public facilities as the “Schwedenspeicher” and the “Kunsthaus” 
were created. Most of the overall area of down town Stade was turned into a pedestrian area. 
 
Conclusion 

The redevelopment program Old Town of Stade can be seen as a development concept that 
considers the development path, as well as offering a future oriented perspective considering 
modern requirements as well as economic constraints. A key decision in this process was to quit 
the clear-cutting urban-development policy towards a concept that take the cultural heritage into 
account. 
The old town of Stade is not reduced to a musealized part of town but offers an attractive 
background for economic developments and inhabitants as well as a living environment highly 
attractive for tourism. 
This development path chosen will be subsequently followed by follow-up projects in planning. 
 
Sources 

Author: Ulf Ickerodt 
 
Altstadt Stade. Leben zwischen Tradition und Moderne. Bilanz der Altstadtsanierung 1972-2005. 
Stadt Stade (Hrsg.). Stade 2005. 
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3.1.4  The Fivel Landscape Development Plan: Winneweer en Wittewierum 
 
Introduction 

In 2006 the Groningen Provincial Council adopted the Noord-Groningen landscape development 
plan from which five area plans were drawn up. One of the plans concerned the historic Fivel 
watercourse in the north-east of the province of Groningen. This area, also known as Fivelgo or 
Fivelingo, is dominated by agriculture and characterised by widely dispersed farms and small 
villages. Although the Fivel and its estuary in the Wadden Sea is now almost completely covered 
with a layer of young sea clay and barely visible in the landscape today, it played an important part 
in the area’s origins and history. In earlier days the Fivel meandered from south to north from its 
source in the extensive peatlands to the south. It flowed via Wittewierum, Ten Post and 
Winneweer to Westeremden out into the broad estuary of the Fivel basin. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.4.1:  Meandering of the former river Fivel is still recognisable in the parcelation. 
 (source: Bonnekaart, KICH) 
 
The Fivel Landscape Development Plan presents a spatial vision based on making the Fivel more 
recognisable and strengthening the characteristics of the Fivel basin landscape. It identifies 
several areas suitable for the implementation of the plans. These are areas where actual 
developments are taking place or where there are important cultural or historic values in the 
landscape that could be strengthened. Two specific sites have been developed in detail: 
Winneweer and Wittewierum in the municipality of Ten Boer. The plans were designed in close 
collaboration with residents, organisations and government bodies. 
 
The historic landscape 

In the southern part of the Fivel basin a wide saltmarsh sandbar arose that became the original 
site for the villages of Loppersum, Eenum, Leermens and Godlinze. Through the low-lying marshy 
area sandwiched between this marsh bar and the peatlands to the south, a canal was dug in the 
eleventh century that linked the Fivel to the Dollard. This canal, the Delf, was developed further in 
the fifteenth century and became known as the Damsterdiep. 
 
Until about 1100 A.D., the only way dwellings could be protected from the sea was by building 
them on dwelling mounds. Dikes were later constructed to prevent flooding. The oldest dike lined 
the dwelling mounds immediately south of the Fivel basion. The monks of the Bloemhof 
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monastery, established in 1213 on the site of present-day Wittewierum, played an important role in 
dike building and reclamation in the Fivel basin. Few other people had the expertise and level of 
organisation which was necessary to take on this large task. The site of the monastery, although 
now destroyed, is still visible in the landscape.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.4.2:  Wittewierum around 1900 (source: Bonnekaart, KICH) 
 
Winneweer originally consisted of a few farms built on an immense dwelling mound no longer in 
existence, which lay to the south of the present village. This village now consists of a relatively 
young industrial development along the Damsterdiep, a ribbon development that grew up around a 
timber yard and a brickyard. The businesses have now disappeared but the buildings are now 
used for other activities.  
 
The project 

Winneweer and Wittewierum both have great potential for spatial development. In Winneweer it is 
a question of how the two old manufacturing sites can be transformed in a way that improves their 
spatial quality. A further issue is how recreation can be given a greater role in the landscape 
around the Damsterdiep. In Wittewierum the focus is on making the site of the old Bloemhof 
monastery more recognisable.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.4.3:  Winneweer around 1900 (source: Bonnekaart, KICH) 
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The potential of both sites was studied by organising an excursion and two design workshops. In 
order to collect a wide range of views, people from as diverse a group as possible participated in 
the workshops. These included residents and interested parties, organisations and government 
bodies, in an integrated approach covering all spatial developments. The starting point was the 
historical creation of this landscape.  
There were several spatial questions relevant to both sites and new opportunities were sought by 
looking at these questions in an integrated manner in the context of the cultural landscape. For 
Winneweer the task was translated into two designs for the manufacturing sites, one for the short 
term and the other for measures to be realised over the long term. Two designs were also made 
for the monastery site in Wittewierum. 
 
Parties involved: residents, agricultural nature organisations, village community groups of the two 
villages, entrepreneurs from the leisure sector, historical societies, environmental groups, the 
Dutch Organisation for Agriculture and Horticulture (LTO Noord), Landscape Management 
Foundation Groningen, Libau, Ten Boer local authority, Hunze en Aa water authority and the 
Groningen provincial government. 
 
Costs: Planning costs were included in the total costs of the landscape development plan. Bosch 
Slabbers Landscape Architects was commissioned to implement the project. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.4.4: Damsterdiep near Garrelsweer 
 (photo: A. Haartsen) 
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.4.5: Monastery mound near 
 Wittewierum  
 (photo: A. Haartsen) 

 

 
 
Figure 3.1.4.6:  Landscape design for Winneweer, short term (source: Bosch Slabbers) 
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Figure 3.1.4.7:  Design for the landscape surrounding the monastery (source: Bosch Slabbers) 
 
Outcome 

During the excursion and two design workshops the qualities were listed, tasks were explored and 
sketches were made how to re-arrange the landscape. The designs were discussed with a wide 
range of people and can therefore count on local support. A report was drawn up by the architects 
responsible for guiding this process and sent to the stakeholders at the end of 2006. Once the 
reactions have been processed, the local authority will decide upon the final report and its 
implementation. 
Although the proposals for Winneweer and Wittewierum have not yet been finalised, the Ten Boer 
local authority has already started work on a number of concrete ideas. Several existing initiatives 
for the Groningen Stadsrandvisie have been combined and their feasibility studied with the aim of 
implementing them efficiently. By combining these plans funding is more likely to be obtained for 
the different initiatives. By realising housing and other building schemes funds should be 
generated for investment in the landscape. So ‘red’ developments pay for the necessary ‘green’ 
developments. But the landscape plan for Fivel also contains proposals that are so ambitious that 
it will be difficult to obtain funding for them. 
 
Conclusion 

Although it was not certain that the plans would be realised, many people worked with great 
enthusiasm in the design workshops. The two Fivel landscape plans for Winneweer and 
Wittewierum are now ready for implementation and thanks to the efforts of the local authority, 
which combined the different initiatives, a number of proposals are closer to being realised.  
 
Sources 

Author: Patricia Braaksma, with thanks to Ben van Deel (Ten Boer local authority) 
 
Bosch Slabbers, 2005. De Fivel. Gebiedsuitwerking van het Landschapsontwikkelingsplan Noord-
Groningen  
Bosch Slabbers , 2006. Winneweer en Wittewierum, 2 uitwerkingen van het landschapsplan Fivel. 
Concept. 
Haartsen. A.J., 2006). Cultural Environment Fivelingo, website LancewadPlan. 
Province of Groningen, 2002. Newsletter Wierden & Waarden 
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3.1.5  Village Development Plan Navigates Den Hoorn into the Future 
 
Introduction 

Den Hoorn is a small village in the southwest of the island of Texel. The sea’s influence in this part 
of Texel is still clearly visible in the landscape: centuries of natural land accretion have produced 
more land for agriculture. Den Hoorn originated in the Middle Ages, although the village’s layout 
has been extensively remodelled since that time. This is why the church, with its distinctive white 
tower that continues to serve as a beacon for ships, lies on the fringes of the village rather than in 
the centre.  
Den Hoorn has an active village community, who met regularly in 2003 and 2004 to discuss their 
village’s future. Everyone was convinced that Den Hoorn is a great village in which to live and 
work, but that there were various threats to its vitality, the most notable of which are its ageing 
population and falling levels of income from tourism. A project was launched to address these 
issues, which ultimately led to the creation of a village development plan. This plan elaborates on 
a much earlier study.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.5.1:  Den Hoorn around 1900 (source: Bonnekaart, KICH) 
 
The historic landscape 

The area’s landscape was formed during the Ice Age. Glaciation considerably elevated the boulder 
clay heights or moraines of Klif and Hooge Berg. These formations became an enduring feature of 
an otherwise highly dynamic coastal landscape. The zone around the boulder clay heights first 
became an expansive peat bog and then a seascape with channels, tidal creeks and sand banks. 
The seascape included the Marsdiep tidal inlet, which would become a key waterway for shipping 
to and from the harbours of the Zuiderzee. Sandbanks constantly shifted within this dynamic zone, 
and came to form against the coast, causing the island to grow in a southerly direction. The 
successive formation of channels and dunes can still be clearly seen in the landscape: Naal, which 
was once a bay, followed by Kuil and Hoornder Nieuwland. Mokbaai and the dunes to its south 
were formed in the last century. This dynamic landscape can still be experienced on the Hors, 
where wind and water have free reign and dunes rise up and then disappear on a daily basis. 
 
The southerly tip of Texel has been inhabited from the time that the Marsdiep inlet was created. 
The current site of Den Hoorn was formerly home to a village formed in the 12th century called 
Clijf. Clijf was situated on the Marsdiep, but after the inlet became silted up the fishermen moved 
to the dunes that had formed to the south, where they founded the village of Oude Horn. After the 
Frisians sacked this village in 1398 its inhabitants returned to Clijf and founded Den Hoorn.  
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Figure 3.1.5.2:  Loodsmansduin around 1900 (source: Bonnekaart, KICH) 
 
The dunes in the vicinity of Den Hoorn were called Loodsmansduin (the pilot’s dune), which 
acquired its name from the pilots who stood there on the lookout for vessels they could offer their 
services to. The sea was then considerably closer to the village. As the sea receded, agriculture 
became an increasingly valuable source of income for Den Hoorn and the surrounding area. The 
primary form of agriculture was sheep rearing, which resulted in the construction of 
schapenboeten – traditional aisled sheep sheds. This was followed by arable farming and most 
recently by bulb cultivation. The first facilities for tourists on Texel were created at the end of the 
19th century in Koog, and they spread throughout the whole island over the course of the 20th 
century.  
 
The project 

The project was conceived when the business community of Den Hoorn met to discuss the 
village’s future and how they could encourage tourism. It quickly became apparent that the 
economic improvement and sustainable development of Den Hoorn was a matter that concerned 
the entire village community. The village committee was then contacted and a work group was 
formed which also included farmers and other interested parties from Den Hoorn. The project was 
thus born, and the decision was made to prepare a village development plan. Thanks to financial 
support from provincial and local governments and the LancewadPlan, a landscape architecture 
firm was commissioned to lead the project.  
The village development plan was prepared in close collaboration with the inhabitants of Den 
Hoorn and the surrounding area. During the inventory phase the residents were asked to complete 
a questionnaire about the negative and positive qualities of their village. The rate of response to 
the survey was extremely high, and formed the basis for a discussion weekend during which the 
specifications of the development plan were formulated together with residents. Solutions were 
discussed and outlined at a second weekend session, which led to a list of ideas about the 
development of Den Hoorn, comprising no less than 150 proposals. The landscape architecture 
firm gave structure to all the ideas received, and they were again discussed with residents in the 
village hall.  
The rich history of the landscape surrounding Den Hoorn is the inspiration behind the village 
development plan. All measures in the plan are designed to maintain and emphasise the 
difference between the oldest area of the island, the polders and the dunes. This involves keeping 
areas such as Hemmer, Mars and Naal open, and where possible, making these areas even more 
open, while sod banks, sheep sheds and sheep rearing activities are focussed around the boulder 
clay heights. Furthermore, differences between polders will be highlighted by placing emphasis on 
the various stages in land reclamation. In the order they were formed Naal, Hoornder Nieuwland 
and Mokbaai are becoming increasingly wetter and brackish. The differences in soil type and 
water management will be used as a basis for management of agricultural activities.  
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Figure 3.1.5.3:  Sod banks or ‘tuunwallen’ on Texel (photo: LancewadPlan) 
 
There is already a well-developed market in local products on Texel, but this can be further 
strengthened. A proposal has been made for farmers, recreation entrepreneurs and nature 
management organisations to work together to seek mutually beneficial situations, whereby the 
development and marketing of local products and services (such as package deals) is combined 
with nature and landscape management services. Further development of local products from 
Texel and Den Hoorn combined with increased tourism and preservation of the distinctive 
landscape will strengthen the economy and appeal of Den Hoorn. 
 

        
 
Figure 3.1.5.4:  Development sketch Zouteland  
 (source: Loodsen door het landschap, Parklaan landschapsarchitecten) 
 
Figure 3.1.5.5:  Beacons and orientation points in the landscape  
 (source: Loodsen door het landschap, Parklaan landschapsarchitecten) 
 
The village’s authentic character must be preserved. In the near future new housing will be built in 
Zouteland, which has been designed on the basis of a strip of varied dwelling types based along 
the course of the Sluissloot. The new residential development must have a modern character that 
blends in with the village. There is a 30 km speed limit in the village square and streets of Den 
Hoorn, and re-development must ensure that this is clearly visible not only through signs, but also 
on the roads themselves. Naal will be made into a proper village square, with outdoor seating and 
a convivial village café, and will also be the starting point for the various walking and cycling 
routes. To ensure unity, the use of materials and the design of the other streets in the village must 
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reflect the character of the village square. Retaining the village’s authentic character is key to the 
redevelopment of the entire public space.  
Moreover, navigation around the area of Den Hoorn will be prioritised. Beacons and orientation 
points will allow visitors to become familiar with the landscape. These are elements that reflect the 
history and development of the landscape, and thus serve as points of reference in time and 
space. Existing viewpoints, such as the bunker at Loodsmansduin with its breathtaking views, will 
serve as beacons, while landscape features such as an old dike, a sluice, a well or a high-water 
indicator will be designated as orientation points. The orientation points are silent witnesses to the 
history of the landscape. An intricate network of walking trails will also be developed by 
recreational businesses together with farmers. New cultural events should reflect the distinctive 
character of the village and landscape. The ever-changing dune and coastal areas, and the 
enduring cliff can be used as a theme for temporary artworks and events. 
 
Parties involved: The project team, which comprised members from the village committee and the 
business community, was supported by the municipality of Texel, Province of Noord-Holland and 
the LancewadPlan. Parklaan Landscape Architects was commissioned to implement the project. 
Costs: The planning costs amounted to approximately EUR 70,000. 
 
Outcome 

The village development plan is described in a 72-page publication, which was presented to 
Provincial Executive member Rinske Kruisinga and alderman Nico Kikkert on 2 December 2006 
during a well-attended meeting at the Klif 12 theatre.  
The name of the plan, Loodsen door het landschap (navigating the landscape), draws on the 
area’s past, and refers to the many inhabitants of Den Hoorn who used to earn a living by piloting 
vessels from the North Sea to Amsterdam and vice-versa. The Parklaan team were pleased to 
note that that many of the current residents are still conscious of this aspect of their village’s past, 
as history, art and culture are important pillars in their plans.  
After the plan was presented, a large pole indicating the high water mark in 1290 was unveiled at 
the spot where the streets Hoge Achterom and Klif meet. The intention is to create a series of 
these poles indicating the high water mark in 1390, 1590, 1738 and 1910. This will show how the 
coastline has shifted considerably towards the southwest through the centuries, and opens the 
way for a number of follow-up actions to be performed. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.5.6:  Pole indicating the high water mark in 1290 (photo: Parklaan landschapsarchitecten) 
 
The village development plan for Den Hoorn is a prime example of environmental development 
planning. A number of parties are required to act in order to realise the plan. Furthermore, the 
municipality will be able to use elements of the plan when preparing its local land use plan. The 
municipality also has the initiative regarding the redevelopment of public space. Nonetheless, 



Handbook Best Practise Examples page 27 

there are also projects that must be taken up by recreational businesses, farmers and residents. 
One example is the project to create walking trails. The trails planned around the village run 
primarily through privately owned land. A new local land use plan will allow this terrain to be used 
for recreational purposes. Owners and interested parties will be responsible for the actual creation 
and maintenance of the trails.  
This project is based on the principal of local ownership, which means that residents take 
responsibility for communal interests, in collaboration with an authority. Under the LancewadPlan, 
a broad study into local ownership projects in the Netherlands has been carried out by W. 
Hooglugt en M. Sauter, two students from the Van Hall Larenstein School for Higher Vocational 
Education. The study also establishes a step-by-step plan that offers knowledge about similar 
projects thus helping other initiatives to get off the ground. 
 
Conclusion 

The interactive planning process is a notable feature of this village development plan, as the plans 
were conceived not by a firm of consultants, but by residents and the business community who 
were directly involved from the outset and were able to express their wishes and ideas. 
Furthermore, the plan not only covered the village itself, but also the surrounding area. The 
inhabitants of Den Hoorn are conscious of the surrounding landscape’s importance for the village. 
The landscape and cultural heritage of Den Hoorn were identified as an opportunity for location-
specific development. 
The village development plan for Den Hoorn and the surrounding area does not have a legal 
status, but serves as a basis on which initiatives can be developed by entrepreneurs and 
residents. The plan can be used as a basis for requesting support from the government and for 
subsidies. The municipality of Texel will use the plan as the cornerstone for its new local land use 
plan, although the plans that are actually adopted will depend heavily on the initiatives taken by 
the inhabitants of Den Hoorn themselves. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.5.7:  Village development plan Den Hoorn  
 (source: Loodsen door het landschap, Parklaan landschapsarchitecten) 
 
Sources 

Authors: Patricia Braaksma and Dré van Marrewijk 
Parklaan Landscape Architects, 2006. Loodsen door het landschap. Village development plan for 
Den Hoorn and surrounding area. 
Haartsen, A.J., 2006. Description of the cultural environment of Texel, website LancewadPlan.nl. 
W. Hooglugt & M. Sauter, 2006. Local ownership, voor initiatiefnemers met grootse plannen. 
Den Hoorn presenteert plan voor ‘groot onderhoud’. Texelsche Courant, 5 December 2006. 
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3.1.6  Work Experience and Community Events - Engaging the Community in 
Understanding and Appreciating Cultural Landscapes Example  
 

Introduction 

The Wash Estuary Strategy Group’s main aim is to ensure sustainable development today, so that 
future generations can enjoy the wonders of The Wash and its hinterlands tomorrow. Working 
across the land-sea boundary, the group represents an example of a working Integrated Coastal 
Zone Management initiative. There are a multitude of ways to incorporate this ethos into the 
management of the cultural landscape and historic environment, but it can be difficult to engage all 
elements of the stakeholder community in that process and to get them to appreciate it, take 
ownership of the issues facing the area and take action to overcome such issues. The following 
sets out a series of examples that illustrate how to raise awareness of cultural landscapes and 
their values within communities and in some cases what it can result in.  
 
Legislation background 

The partnership and its work are non-statutory, but the formation of such partnerships is 
emphasised in various policies. At a European level there has been a recommendation for all 
Member States to deliver a stocktake for Integrated Coastal Zone Management, many of which 
have been completed including in the UK. These will undoubtedly feed into the development of a 
European wide Maritime Policy and may result in new policy or legislation relating to putting duties 
on Member States to deliver national strategies of how they will deliver ICZM. Within England, the 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) undertook a consultation on what 
such a national strategy may incorporate in 2006. An element of the Wash Estuary Strategy 
Group’s work was used to illustrate best practice in this consultation. The responses to this have 
fed into the national development of a Marine Bill. A Government White Paper on the Marine Bill 
was launched in March 2007 and incorporates, to a certain degree, the principles of ICZM, and 
recognises seascapes including over the land-sea boundary as a material consideration.  
 
The partnership has developed a whole set of policies which are set out within the second edition 
of the Wash Estuary Management Plan, which there is a best practice within this handbook 
covering it in more detail. Within that plan is a policy directly stating the partnership will seek 
opportunities to raise awareness and interpret the historic environment, cultural heritage and 
unique, distinctive character of the area so it is valued at all levels; and where sustainably possible 
utilise it as a catalyst for economic regeneration with the support of local communities.  
 
Proposal 

To provide opportunities for local communities and visitors to gain greater understanding and 
appreciation of the views around them, and how it is important to value and maintain that character 
for future generations.  
This is achieved through a series of formal and informal activities:  

• Wash Week: an initiative started in 2004 by the Wash Estuary Strategy Group that aims to 
raise awareness about a variety of topics including cultural heritage, in a manner that best 
uses limited resources available to a variety of organisations. Over 50 events delivered in 
an intensively promoted week in August, with both locals and visitors in mind. Numerous 
events every year focus on the cultural landscape with a variety of organisers delivering 
them, including walks where the landscape is explained, evening presentations at local 
venues and family fun days. In the first year, the connections between Europe, The Wash 
and trade were made through having a visiting replica of a Hanseatic kogge, which brought 
to life why the area has such a rich and diverse cultural landscape through its mass of 
ecclesiastical buildings punctuating the sky and sea banks enclosing the rich agricultural 
soils. Based on estimates taken by event organisers several thousand people participant 
each year. There is also an associated photographic competition, which encourages self 
exploration of the area, where the resulting calendar sponsored in part by local business is 
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launched in Wash Week, and used to raise donations for various sites and organisations 
working to protect and enhance the area (see Figure 3.1.6.2).  

• Wash Wide: an annual conference and forum held every November since 2003. It provides 
an opportunity for Wash stakeholders to become more informed on a whole suite of issues 
through a series of presentations. It also provides a chance to feed into and influenced 
policy development and project action through interactive workshops. This directly feeds 
into the development of the work programme for the Wash Estuary Project. Each year, a 
questionnaire is circulated to engage opinions on what the theme should be for the 
following year. In 2005, the topic was, ‘Our heritage: change’. It was opened with a keynote 
speech based on landscape character, followed by ‘The Wash through the Ages’. This set 
the scene for over 80 delegates to then discuss and develop a vision for the cultural 
landscape of The Wash, what the barriers were to that and how they could be overcome. 

• Work placements: each year the group hosts a local young person so they can gain 
experience of a working environment. The interests of the individual are ascertained by the 
Project staff and then matched to Project work areas in an innovative way to ensure the 
key messages are taken away by the individual in a manner that they find interesting. In 
2006, a young man was with the Project for two weeks whose interest for the future lay 
within music, and had little concept of the cultural landscapes and their value. Through 
devising a short project that incorporated sound as part of the area of study, the concept of 
landscape evolution and cultural heritage importance was gained by the individual. Using a 
defining character of the Fen hinterland, the need to manage water levels, the individual 
mapped, in terms of their auditory and visual effects, steam driven drainage pumps. The 
result being the understanding that over the last 100 years or more that the auditory and 
visual character of the area has changed as pumping technology has advanced, thus 
changing the cultural landscape. They also gained an understanding that cultural heritage 
can support socio-economic activities through visiting a series of restored steam engines 
and discovery centres. The report produced has also provided a spring board for further 
studies for future work placements. 

 

 
Figure 3.1.6.1:  Boiler at the Pinchbeck Steam Engine Museum – used to provide understanding of 

cultural landscapes and change during a work placement for a local young person.  
 Courtesy of Adam Partington  
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• The Wash education CD-Rom: a pack of educational and informative material is currently 

being developed with the aim of being distributed late 2007 throughout all educational 
institutes and library services. It will have section aimed at all age groups, and where 
appropriate directly linked to the National Curriculum. Factsheets on the cultural landscape, 
issues facing the area and more will be included, alongside suggested classroom activities 
and study topics. 

• Interpretation: through identifying key sites and/or organisations around The Wash and 
throughout its hinterlands, various types of interpretative material can be developed and 
produced, either in situ or for distribution. This provides a way of explaining and informing 
further the story of the cultural land and seascapes of the area. An example includes 
working with local heritage groups to access resources to develop leaflets on their local 
area and/or an element of the cultural landscape. Recently work in this area includes the 
development of a ‘Wash and North Sea’ room at the Hunstanton Seal Sanctuary, part of a 
national chain of sea centres which attract large numbers of visitors. Through working in 
partnership with this business, informative signage has been installed that firstly provides 
the bigger picture at regional sea level, and then focuses down to local levels including 
describing how reclamation and now managed realignment have seen a constant changing 
coast line, and how this defines the character of the area.  

 
Projects, partners and funding 

The Wash Estuary Strategy Group’s partnership structure is explained in detail within the best 
practice relating to the Wash Estuary Management Plan. Beyond the immediate partnership there 
are numerous others involved with the following activities including:  

• Sponsorship and event delivery by local businesses and industry 
• Funds and staffing resources from government bodies 
• Delivery by a whole suite of non-governmental bodies 

 
Consultation 

For each activity used to illustrate community engagement above an element of consultation is 
involved, either through helping identify topics of concern or interest or through defining future 
work, themes or events. It is an ongoing, built-in process of consultation that is not formally 
labelled so. 
 
Potential impacts on the cultural land and seascape 

• Greater accessibility to relevant information for more people 
• Better understanding of the landscape and its evolution through time in a wider proportion 

of the community and within visitors to the area 
• Raised awareness of the issues facing The Wash land and seascape 
• The feedback system for Wash Wide themes illustrated that cultural landscapes and the 

historic environment are topics of interest for the stakeholders, which in itself sends the 
correct message to those with the potential to resource the sustainable management of it 

• If there is not a strategic overview conflicting information can evolve which confuses the 
audience. The Wash Estuary Strategy Group co-ordinating efforts and working with many 
partners aims to reduce the risk of this occurring 

• Decisions and opinions being based on being well informed 
 

Outcome 

• Perceptions of flat and boring, or desolate and scary being overcome with greater value 
being given to the cultural landscape by more people, potentially resulting in more 
opportunities being taken to support socio-economic activities, which also act to conserve it 

• Authorities developing further spatial planning tools due to pressure from their constituents 
and implementing policies that ensure the special character of the area is maintained  
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• Local people having ownership of the issues and taking action at a local level to protect 
and enhance the cultural landscape for now and the future 

• People accept that land and seascapes evolve 
 
Conclusion 

Within the area covered by the Wash Estuary Strategy Group, they are not the only organisation or 
group concerned with cultural landscapes. Local non-governmental organisations, such as, The 
Heritage Trust of Lincolnshire are also active in delivering better understanding, their spearhead of 
this is a weekend in September called Heritage Open Days. A huge variety of events occur 
including specifically ones that focus on the history of the landscape. Again though, we work 
together to promote and deliver each others activities.  
Another example would be the Campaign for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE) a national 
non-governmental organisation with local branches, that have paying members with paid staff who 
lobby at all levels on specific issues. One of their main campaigns of recent times focuses on dark 
skies, and their value. The Fens culturally has always been a rural locality but urban creep and 
economic development, particularly along major highways, are causing the night time cultural 
landscape to change, and CPRE are actively raising awareness of the value of dark skies in the 
area. This organisation is also often involved at a local level with Wash events. 
 
In some cases around The Wash, local groups have used their own initiative to take action, often 
this is site or building specific. For example, Moulton Mill within South Holland has been fully 
restored and is now open several days a week as a café and museum manned by local 
volunteers. The driving force behind securing the funds were local people, but it has a much wider 
impact in terms of landscape as it has secured the continued existence of the tallest mill tower in 
the country which is a defining vertical element for miles within the landscape of South Holland. 
The group and the mill even made it through to the last ten in a national competition which was 
televised by the British Broadcasting Company (BBC) called, Restoration. This programme 
provided a much higher profile for the group’s ambitions and helped them to access sponsorship 
and grants even though they did not win. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.6.2:  Moulton Mill’s restoration driven by local passion so it will continue to define the local 

landscape. Winning image in Wash Week’s 2005 photographic competition, the 
resulting calendar was used to raise donations for the Mill. (Courtesy of Alan Lambert) 
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The fact that the Wash Estuary Strategy Group, and the other aforementioned organisations and 
local groups, are all active in the area of raising awareness about the cultural landscape and the 
need for proactive management of it, already shows that many people locally have an inherent 
interest in it. The issue is to mobilise that interest into delivery on the ground. This has, and can 
continue to happen but it is likely to occur, as it is now, in an elemental component manner, but if 
you add all the landscape elements together; be it a group restoring a mill, a society rebuilding sea 
banks (dykes) or volunteers replanting historic hedgerows; they will combine to become the overall 
cultural landscape, you just need a central point to act as the overall overseer of the cultural 
landscape.  
 
Ultimately, through taking an open and proactive approach to informing as many stakeholders as 
possible, at a variety of levels, in numerous formats the overall awareness of The Wash’s land and 
seascape will become more valued. Through working with a variety of partners, limited resources 
are being maximised. Ultimately these activities should result in actual management at a ground 
level and influence more strategic decision-making that may result in further resources becoming 
available.  
 
 



Handbook Best Practise Examples page 33 

3.1.7  Long Sutton Conservation Area – Historic Townscapes and Conservation 
Legislation Example 
 

Introduction 

The historic market town of Long Sutton has its origins in the Saxon period, and possesses a 
character typical of many small towns and villages in Fenland Lincolnshire. At its heart, the village 
features a Norman church with a wooden spire, and a wide market place fronted by buildings 
dating from the 18th century. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.7.1:  Map of Long Sutton Conservation Area (red line) and Listed Buildings (black dots)  
 All Rights Reserved. Get mapping and Lincolnshire County Council 
 
Investment in the town originally derived from its rich agricultural hinterland, and later from its 
strategic position as a crossing point of the marshland around the River Nene for travellers 
journeying south for London. The London road still forms the main road through the town today. 
Until the 17th Century Long Sutton was capable of trading through a navigable network of creeks 
which, via the River Nene, allowed access to the outer Wash and the network of trading ports 
along its shores. Land reclamation from the 17th century onwards, increased the agricultural 
productivity of the town’s surrounding area, and allowed for the export of produce through Sutton 
Bridge, a 19th century satellite port town 5km away on the canalised River Nene. 
 
As a result, the historic urbanscape of Long Sutton has a long-standing association with farming, 
and maritime trade in The Wash. The Market House, located in the heart of the village on the 
London road, emblemises the community’s historical connection with the surrounding landscape, 
and the resulting investment into Long Sutton. 
Over the past 50 years, Long Sutton has been the focus for increasing development, and has 
more than doubled in size since the 1950’s. Increasing development pressure on the historic core 
has encouraged the implementation of a series of small scale ventures aimed at safeguarding and 
enhancing the settlement’s historic fabric. These have centred on the designated Conservation 
Area, which is identified within the Local Planning Authority’s strategic forward planning document 
– in this case the South Holland Local Plan, which will become the South Holland Local 
Development Framework in the next round of reviewing. The projects are accomplished through 
community motivation and the sustainable development of resources. 
 
One such project was the Long Sutton Market House, a former Corn Exchange located in the 
centre of the settlement which emblemises the community’s historical connection with the 
surrounding landscape. Built in 1956, the building served as a focal point for the trade of 



Handbook Best Practise Examples page 34 

agricultural produce, but deteriorated in the mid 20th century. By the end of the 20th century, after 
various re-uses inconsistent with its former character and status, it lay a derelict building at risk 
from demolition. 
 
Legislative background 

In common with many market towns and villages around The Wash, the historic core of Long 
Sutton is designated as a Conservation Area under the Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 
Act 1990. Conservation Areas protect buildings and areas of historic interest from development 
with potential to detrimentally affect a building’s historic character within a defined area. The added 
costs and constraints when undertaking building works in Conservation Areas, can lead to historic 
buildings and infrastructure in the middle of settlements lying empty and at risk. Many Local 
Planning Authorities have recognised this risk, and have established historic housing grants for 
properties in such areas to alleviate any added costs. In some cases, these grants are solely from 
the council’s budgets, and are managed by the authority to, for example, encourage the owner to 
maintain or enhance the historic character of a property, such as the installation of appropriate 
windows types. In other cases, the council provides match funds to Historic Preservation Trusts or 
Civic Societies to use to apply to Heritage Lottery or other national programmes to obtain larger 
amounts of funding for three to five year projects that will undertake mass works on historic 
buildings within historic Conservation Areas. English Heritage, the national government advisory 
body on the historic environment, can also provide some grants for Grade I and II* Listed 
Buildings, particularly those classified at high risk. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.1.7.1:  Map of Long Sutton 1888. (Conservation area marked in red lines)  
 All Rights Reserved. Get mapping and Lincolnshire County Council 
 
 

Proposal 

To restore the exterior of the Market House to its original state so it continues to perform a role in 
defining the historic character of Long Sutton. To redevelop the interior of the building, and those 
adjacent to it, in order to provide facilities for Boston College, a library, and residential 
accommodation, ensuring a sustainable future for the building. 
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Funding 

After various re-uses, the building lay derelict until it was acquired by South Holland District 
Council in 1999 as part of a Rural Action Zone initiative. The Rural Action Zone is an initiative to 
engage local stakeholders from all sectors of the community, business and authorities within South 
Holland in decision-making and actions to overcome some of the issues facing this rural area, 
such as social isolation, low wages, low aspirations, and the outflow of young people. The building 
was put in the hands of the Long Sutton Market House Trust, a company comprising of members 
of the local community, and parish and district councils. £500,000 was raised through the East 
Midlands Development Agency, South Holland District Council and Lincolnshire County Council. 
 
Consultation 

Buildings and areas of historic interest protected under the Conservation Areas Act 1990 require 
specific planning consent which is consulted upon by local and county professional archaeologists, 
local community groups and parish/district councils. Proposed building works also require planning 
permission to be granted under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Applications are 
evaluated by District Planning Authorities, and are advertised for public consultation in the local 
press and around the vicinity of the proposed works. In the case of the Market House, the process 
of consultation was much more proactively undertaken with the local community and historians. An 
architect specialising in historic buildings was employed to design a programme of works for the 
building, including interpretation material that can be found throughout the building The material 
tells the story of the local landscape and the characters who played a major role in its evolution. 
Local groups such as the Civic Society, were an integral part of the decision making process. 
 
Potential impact 

• Left vacant, the building would have deteriorated further, and subsequent re-use would 
most likely have been inappropriate for the status of the building. 

• The building was a significant physical and social component of the historic fabric of Long 
Sutton, emphasising a need for sympathetic renovation. 

• The structure, in particular the roof, is of historic importance, thus any renovations had to 
be complimentary to the existing structure. 

• The building was located in a village centre alongside other vacant properties. Any 
investment into the property had to be balanced against a demand for the facilities, and the 
longevity of their future use.  

 
Outcome 

The Market House provides a number of local community services including District Council 
Customer Services, Computer Training delivered by Boston College, Citizen Advice Bureau and 
local Police consultations, Tourist Information, and private room hire. By providing a satellite 
centre of services the Market House is now playing an important role in overcoming rural isolation, 
which is a key reason why it received funding through the Rural Action Zone initiative.  
 
In addition to providing services for visitors to the area, the Market House promotes an 
understanding of, and interest in, Long Sutton. Its ability to demonstrate the built environment’s 
connection with the wider rural hinterland reinforces a sense of place, and engenders value in both 
the townscape and cultural landscape. 
The renovation project also prompted the creation of ‘The Friends of Long Sutton Market House’, a 
group of Long Sutton inhabitants responsible for promoting and raising funds for the project and 
supporting the Trustees. 
In 2006, the project won the regional category in the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors 
Community Benefit Award. 
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Conclusions 

The renovation of the Market House demonstrates that, through imaginative re-use and 
community motivation, a sustainable use for historic buildings is more than simply achievable. 
The impetus behind the project clearly derived from the residents of Long Sutton, and the 
successful implementation of it by their consultation with the relevant archaeological and planning 
professionals. The established relationship between the community and the authorities has 
ultimately helped to ensure a long-term sustainable future for the Market House. 
The direction and management of the project by the local community is irrevocable evidence of the 
inherent pride and connection a local population has in its built heritage and settlement character. 
 
Furthermore, the community’s ongoing determination to foster a sustainable future for the Market 
House demonstrates that a secure and profitable future for historic buildings lies within the local 
community, and thus consultation with them at all stages is essential. 
The project also shows how area based designations, which go beyond the individual curtilige of 
buildings and monuments is a useful tool for maintaining and enhancing historic character. The 
Market House is an example of how Conservation Area status can be an asset to historic towns 
and villages, not a hindrance. The legislation helps to enable access to public funding and 
encourages a high standard of development that can be achieved and sustained, in order to 
maintain and enhance the character of the town. 
Ultimately, as a successful and sustainable example of redevelopment within a protected area, the 
Market House acts to encourage further investment within the Conservation Area, thus helping to 
protecting the historic townscape of Long Sutton and its position in the wider Wash hinterlands. 
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3.2 Tourism and Recreation 

3.2.1  Ribe Byferie 
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.1.1:  The well preserved medieval town attracts many tourists, thus creating need for 

accommodation. Ribe Byferie (red dot) was established in 1995 just south of the 
medieval town. 

 
Introduction 

Ribe is the oldest town in Denmark, and the medieval town core is both unique and very well 
preserved. The town, the museums and the surrounding marshland attracts many tourists, who 
need accommodation. Ribe has some smaller hotels, and camping facilities are located just north 
of the town. However, Ribe was until a few years ago not suited for mass tourism and families, 
since there was a lack of accommodation. However, it was difficult to place any new buildings 
close to the medieval city without affecting the visual impact.  
In 1991 Arbejdsmarkedets Feriefond set up a competition for new, city-orientated holiday-
accommodation, and Ribe was an obvious place to enhance. The medieval town has numerous 
listed buildings, and the surrounding landscape also needed to be taken into consideration. Great 
efforts were made in order to secure the spirit of the medieval town together with the new tourism 
facilities.  
The stakeholders and planners needed to co-operate. The planners were those of Ribe 
Municipality, and the stakeholders consisted of a foundation behind the facility: Fonden Ribe 
Byferie. In 1995 Ribe Byferie which had small houses for holiday accommodation was established. 
The establishment of the holiday centre can serve as an example for best practise regarding 
tourism and urban planning. 
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The historic landscape 

 

 
 
Figure 3.2.1.2:  The medieval city of Ribe to the West with the old road structure. New 

neighbourhoods grew in the 20th century towards East and North. 
 The map illustrates the difficulty of placing new accommodation and buildings close to 

the medieval city core: The stream (Ribe Å) divides the new and the old town towards 
North-east, and the main road (Hovedvej 11) closes around the old town towards 
South-west. 

 
Ribe is situated on "a cultural swamp”, at the banks of Ribe Å (stream) between the dry geest and 
the wet marshland. In the Medieval Age the stream surrounded the town, leaving the impression 
that Ribe was sited on an island. West of Ribe the marshland with the vast meadows leads to the 
Wadden Sea.  
Ribe has developed in two major phases. The medieval town from the 8th century has many 
curvy, narrow roads. The many listed buildings create the sense of a living museum, and severe 
building restrictions help preserve the old town core. In the 20th century new neighbourhoods grew 
to the East and the North. These neighbourhoods are suburbs to Ribe and also the location for the 
larger public institutions (schools, administrative centres etc.). The new neighbourhoods are not 
very attractive for tourists, and it became a major challenge how to place tourist accommodation 
close to the medieval town. 
 
The project 

Arbejdsmarkedets Feriefond initiated in 1991 a competition for the development of new, town-
orientated holiday accommodation. Ribe was the greatest challenge due to the age and character 
of the town. The aim of the project was to place new accommodation just outside the town 
borders, without destroying the view into Ribe, and several architects participated in the 
competition. 
The winners were the company Volden by Sukhdev Singh Kailya and John Øe Nielsen, and 
master of landscape architecture Preben Skaarup. 
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The winning project created a remarkable frontier to the south-west, with the stream 
Stampemølleåen as a southern border. The 94 holiday houses next to one another have 
remarkable house ends (gavle), and a clear architectonical reference to the medieval city. Ribe 
Byferie was inaugurated in 1995, within walking-distance of the medieval town core, restaurants 
and museums. Some of the houses are specifically designed for handicapped and allergic people.  
The landscape around Ribe is very vulnerable with regard to high, remarkable buildings, which can 
block the view towards Ribe and the marshland.  
One of the opportunities was to attract more tourists for a longer time than just one day-visits. The 
tourist potential already existed; the tourists only needed places to stay.  
Financing: The project was financed by Arbejdsmarkedets Feriefond. 
 
Outcome 

A couple of years ago Ribe Byferie ordered an analysis from an independent company. Ribe 
Byferie wanted to investigate the effect of their existence, and the investigation took place during 
one year. The main results were: 
Every year 5.100 families visit Ribe Byferie, i.e. 18.800 people. Their average stay is 3,6 days, 
summing up to 66.600 days spent at Ribe Byferie every year. 
28 % of the people have been at Ribe Byferie before, 23 % of them have found Ribe Byferie on 
the Internet, and 25 % have had the place recommended by friends or families. 
Ribe Byferie also wanted to know how important their accommodation possibilities were for the 
choice of holiday destination. It turned out that 34 % of the people felt that possibility of staying at 
Ribe Byferie was decisive for their choice. For 31 % Ribe Byferie was important, for 18 % of little 
importance and for 17 % of no importance. This concludes that the establishment of Ribe Byferie 
or a similar accommodation attract more tourists to the area. 
 
The visitors were also asked which attractions they had been visiting. Many guests visited more 
than one attraction. The 18.800 people visited following attractions: 

• 12.200 people (65 %) visited Ribe Domkirke 
• 8.700 people (46 %) walked the old roads of Ribe 
• 5.940 people (32 %) visited Museet Ribes Vikinger 
• 4.965 people (26 %) visited Ribe Svømmebad (swimming bath) 
• 4.530 people (24 %) visited Vadehavscentret and Mandø (Wadden Sea Center and the 

island of Mandø) 
• 3.515 people (19 %) visited Ribe VikingeCenter 
• 3.235 people (17 %) visited Ribe Kunstmuseum (art museum) 
• 2.406 people (13 %) visited Kammerslusen (sluice and restaurant) 
• 1.655 people (9 %) took an evening walk with the night watchman 
• 830 people (4 %) visited the ruin of Riberhus Castle 

 
The amount of money spent is of considerable importance. Ribe Byferie wanted to know how 
much money was spent in the town of Ribe (dinner and fees included at the stay at Ribe Byferie 
excluded). Every family spent in average € 77,5 (578 kr.) on dining. They spent € 37,5 (279 kr.) at 
attractions and € 152 (1134 kr.) on shopping, giving a total amount of € 267 (1191 kr.) on their 
average 3,6 days. 
When asked whether or not they wished to visit Ribe Byferie again, 47 % answered a ”definitely”, 
50 % answered ”maybe” and only 3 % said they would not visit Ribe Byferie again. 
The result of this investigation shows that 97% will definitely or maybe visit Ribe again. Ribe 
Byferie has fulfilled a much desired need for families and other tourists to spend several days in 
Ribe without staying at a hotel or at a camping site. 
The best practise of this example shows that it is possible to create modern tourism and 
accommodation in a medieval town, taking into consideration the architecture and the landscape 
of this town. 
 
Further information: http://www.ribe-byferie.dk 
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3.2.2  Hjemsted Oldtidspark 
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.2.1:  The reconstructed Iron Age farms at Hjemsted Oldtidspark. Photo: Hjemsted 

Oldtidspark© 
 
Introduction 

Hjemsted Oldtidspark is located on the site of an Iron Age settlement, excavated in the 1970s, 
thus promoting the archaeological results of the archaeological investigations at their find-spot. 
This is unusual, usually the finds are removed to a local or national museum and stored, if they are 
not displayed. Here the local authorities decided to build a museum, on the excavation site, and 
they created a creative and historical environment as a background to the historic artefacts. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.2.2:  The museum “Hjemsted Oldtidspark” (red dot) is sited between the marsh and the 

geest. The museum is placed on the location where settlements from the Iron Age 
were found. The blue borders mark the appointed cultural environments nearby: 1) 
The marsh of Ballum, 2) Ballum Sluice, 3) The old farms in Hjemsted, and 4) The 
town of Skærbæk 
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The settlement is located at the edge of the geest close to the rich marsh meadows which date 
back to the earliest human settlements. Along the geest the villages are strung out as “pearls-on-
a-string”, near to the Wadden Sea, but still on dry land. The villages can all be traced back several 
thousands of years. One of those villages is Hjemsted, now a south-eastern suburb to Skærbæk. 
In the 1970’s the archaeologists excavated an Iron Age settlement, with rich luxury goods imported 
from other European sites. In 1996 a museum (Hjemsted Oldtidspark) was opened with the 
support of Arbejdsmarkedets Feriefond and the municipality of Skærbæk (now Tønder Kommune). 
The museum is archaeologically supported by Museum Sønderjylland Haderslev. The museum 
was always meant to have several purposes: a large underground exhibition showing the results of 
the excavations, a restaurant with menus inspired by the Iron Age, education themes for schools, 
vacation possibilities for families and other activities related to the findings of the settlement. 
 
The historic landscape 

 

 
 
Figure 3.2.2.3:  Hjemsted Oldtidspark (red dot) lies on the edge of the geest, on a small natural 

embankment (the red lines). The village of Hjemsted is situated just nearby, with listed 
old farms. Today Hjemsted is the south-eastern suburb to the town of Skærbæk. 

 
The Iron Age settlement was close to the Wadden Sea and to the marsh meadows. The 
settlement was sited on the dry geest, the marsh lying a few metres away. The archaeologists 
excavated c. 5000 m2. They found a village from Pre-Roman Iron Age (500 BC – 0). The farms lay 
scattered in the area, each of them with fences around their own farm. In addition there were 
several traces of houses from a later period. 
 
Our understanding of the Iron Age has grown through the past decades. The living conditions 
along the Wadden Sea made it possible to benefit from the marsh, where the cattle grazed, and to 
grow the crops on the geest, where the farms also were situated. Along the Danish Wadden Sea 
the villages are placed like a string of pearls: all as close to the marsh as possible, but lying on the 
geest. 
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Figure 3.2.2.4:  On the Internet all Danish archaeological findings are placed in a central database at 

www.dkconline.dk. This map from Hjemsted shows the richness of the area, all the 
red signs indicating settlements, findings and burial mounds. It is possible to click on 
the red signs and get further information. 

 
The project 

The idea of creating an Iron Age museum and theme park originated in connection with the 
excavations. The idea was to display the results locally, in the area where they had been found.  
In 1996 Arbejdsmarkedets Feriefond and Skærbæk Kommune inaugurated Hjemsted Oldtidspark. 
The museum would display the finds and results of the excavation from the 1970’s, and contain 
reconstructions of the Iron Age houses found in Hjemsted and in other parts of the Wadden Sea 
area. 
Hjemsted Oldtidspark consists of 1000 m2 underground museum and c. 33 acres (24 tdr. land) of 
outdoor area with reconstructions of Iron Age houses, a camp school, an art gallery, conference 
rooms, a restaurant, and a café/shop. In the theme park it is possible to do archery, to sail in Iron 
Age boats, and to listen to story telling.  
Archaeologists from Museum Sønderjylland, Haderslev Museum, are responsible for the 
archaeological exhibition. 
 
The daily administration is taken care of by a foundation with a board consisting of 5 members. 
The director of Hjemsted Oldtidspark reports to the board. The purpose of the foundation is to 
make Hjemsted Oldtidspark function as a platform for research, activities and promotion of the 
heritage. The study of Iron Age settlements is central for the foundation. It is, however, not the 
purpose of the foundation to achieve a profit. HRH Prince Joachim is the patron of Hjemsted 
Oldtidspark. 
 
From the coast towards Hjemsted and Skærbæk the view clearly reveals the border between the 
marsh and the geest. This view is very vulnerable towards high and modern buildings, and so is 
the village of Hjemsted with its listed buildings and its proximity to the marsh. The goal was 
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therefore to create some kind of museum and tourist attraction, which would fit into the existing 
landscape. 
The opportunities were to display the archaeology in situ, where it was found, in stead of moving 
the finds into a museum further away. In Hjemsted it would be possible to create an underground 
museum, and to create a large outdoor area with the possibilities to promote the Iron Age and 
create multiple activities. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.2.5:  Iron Age farm at Hjemsted 
 
 

Outcome 

 

Today Hjemsted Oldtidspark receives between 15.000 and 25.000 visitors every year. There are 
several activities going on: 

• The underground museum on 1000 m2 
• The outdoor park at 33 acres with reconstructed buildings and activities 
• Annual summer vacations, where families can apply for one week in the Iron Age 

environment, living as in the Iron Age. This costs for one week only a symbolic amount of 
money: €47 for an adult and €20 for a child less than 13 years. The families thereby both 
have a theme vacation and become part of the living exhibition 

• A restaurant “Den Gyldne Galt” (The Golden Hog), with an Iron Age-inspired menu 
• A combined café/shop 
• An annual “Romerfestival” (Roman Festival), with a focus on military disciplines brought to 

the northern part of Europe by the Roman army 
• A reconstruction of Celtic fields with farming and animals 
• Hosting meetings and conferences 
• Storytelling in Fortællemosen (Storytelling in the marsh) 
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Figure 3.2.2.6:  The plan of Hjemsted Oldtidspark. Photo: Hjemsted Oldtidspark© 
 
As a conclusion it has been a success to create a living museum close to the marsh, with the 
focus on the ancient history of the people living close to the Wadden Sea. Since the purpose is 
only to promote and highlight the history, and not to create an economical surplus, Hjemsted 
Oldtidspark does not need to focus on cost benefit to a larger extent. Hjemsted Oldtidspark can 
survive as a museum close to the marsh, in an area where almost any other activity would have 
been conflicting with the surrounding landscape. Archaeology in situ has proved to be a benefit for 
the small town of Skærbæk and village of Hjemsted. 
 
Further information: http://www.hjemsted.dk; http://www.dkconline.dk 
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3.2.3  Archaeological Hiking Trails 
 
Introduction  

The management of the archaeological heritage deals almost with the unknown. However, the 
needs and the results of archaeological heritage management can be intermediated by the 
medium of visible archaeological remains and structures: burials (megalith graves, burial mounds 
etc.), settlements (deserted mediaeval towns, etc.), fortification systems (castles, Landwehrs, wall, 
etc.), historic streets and historic fields. Aside from isolated single sites, one method for illustrating 
these can be the connection of different sites within a single archaeological hiking trail. Such an 
archaeological hiking trail connects archaeological sites within the experience of historic and 
modern landscapes and provides the opportunity to communicate the concerns of cultural heritage 
management.  
As a precondition to this, it is be crucial to communicate the existence and the different 
manifestation of archaeological sites. The target group is, aside from the wide public in general, 
the different institutions, agencies and departments as well as the different stakeholders. 
In fact, this form of communicating the interests of landscape protection seems underestimated. In 
the 1970s an evaluation at the site of “Königsgräber” (King’s graves) of Haaßel within the district of 
Uelzen showed that at least 8.000-10.000 visited the site annually. This large amount of public 
visits to archaeological sites proves that archaeological hiking trails may be an adequate tool in 
awareness raising. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.3.1:  The megalith grave of Flögeln as a part of the archaeological hiking trail  
 (photo Ulf Ickerodt) 
 
Archaeological heritage and the public 

The public interpretation of the archaeological heritage dates back till the 17th century, when 
Wilhelm Dilich referred in his description and chronicle of the city of Bremen (1604) to megaliths as 
monuments of the giants (Monumenta gigantum). He designated them as monuments of the 
Chauks (Monumenta Chaucorum), a Germanic tribe mentioned by Taciti, and mapped them in 
1606 for the region of Bad Bederkesa (district of Cuxhaven). 
Subsequently, even while antiquarian tried to elaborate their knowledge on the archaeological 
heritage and to make it public, most of the megalith graves in the Wadden Sea area were 
destroyed because of alternative building stones in the area. On this point Dilich’s publication 
remains today an important source for information on monuments destroyed long ago. 
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Figure 3.2.3.2:  View from the medieval Pipinsburg (Pipin’s castle) on the archaeological hiking trail 

Sievern (photo Ulf Ickerodt)  
 
Archaeological hiking trails 

Today the different departments and agencies involved in the management of the archaeological 
heritage are concerned with the developing of concepts to present the archaeological sites in order 
to raise awareness of the constraints, needs and purposes of cultural heritage management. 
A possible way to proceed is the connection of different archaeological sites by a hiking trail. 
Examples are the hiking trails of Sievern and Flögeln (both district of Cuxhaven). Other examples 
are the “Archäologischer Lehr- und Wanderpfad Daudieck” (nature- and archaeological hiking trail/ 
district of Stade), “Vorgeschichtliche Wanderungen an der mittleren Oste” (archaeological hikes on 
the River Oste/ district of Rotenburg) or the “Archäologischer Wanderpfad Fischbeker Heide 
(archaeological hiking trail Fischbeker Heide/ Hamburg Harburg).  
The hiking trails of Sievern and Flögeln were organized and created by the Archaeological 
Heritage Unit of the district of Cuxhaven in cooperation with the Landschaftsverband (regional 
authority of the administrative district of) Stade, the federal state of Lower Saxony and the health 
resort/ tourist organisation “Kur- und Freizeit GmbH Bederkesa”. 
Aside from the possible danger of conscious or hazardous site destruction, potential sites have to 
be restored and need, as well as the archaeological hiking trail itself, continuous tending that has 
to be organized. This incorporates an additional workload to the day-to-day business.  
 
On the other hand it offers as a point of attraction further tourist potential in the sense of an 
emotional selling proposition that can be combined with the communication of the aims and goals 
of ancient monument protection as well as the local and regional pre- and protohistory. 
An important additional aspect is the creation of a consistent appearance in terms of the icons or 
the construction used. A good example is the Schleswig-Holsteinian example of Haithabu and its 
environment (outside the project area).  
In addition, it seems to be important that such a project goes along with the production of a flyer 
or, as in Flögeln and Sievern, a small publication. Both deliver deeper information than a 
signposting of the archaeological sites can provide. 
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Figure 3.2.3.3:  Example for the signposting concept of Haithabu (Schleswig-Holstein) with the icon 

symbolizing a Viking ship (photo Ulf Ickerodt)  
 
Sources 

Author: Ulf Ickerodt 
Ahrens, Claus. Vorgeschichtliche Wanderziele im Harburger Raum. Veröffentlichung des Helms-
Museums 31. Hamburgisches Museum für Vor- und Frühgeschichte. Hamburg 1976. 
Alsdorf, D. Hügelgräber, Burgen, Kreuzsteine. Bildführer zu vorgeschichtlichen und 
mittelalterlichen Denkmälern im Raum Stade. Stade 1980. 
Archäologische Denkmalpflege des Landkreises Cuxhaven. Wege in die Vorgeschichte 1. 
Vorgeschichtspfade bei Sievern und Flögeln im Landkreis Cuxhaven. Cuxhaven 1995. 
Führer zu archäologischen Denkmälern in Deutschland 35. Ostfriesland. Bearb. u. Red. Rolf 
Bärenfänger. Stuttgart 1999. 
Ausstellungsführer Museum Hösseringen. Zeitspuren. Wege zu archäologischen Denkmälern der 
Region Uelzen. Steinreiche Heide. Verwendung und Bearbeitung von Findlingen in der 
Lüneburger Heide.1998. 
Führer zu vor- und frühgeschichtlichen Denkmälern 29. Das Elb-Weser-Dreieck I. Einführende 
Aufsätze. Herausgegeben vom Römisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseum Mainz in Verbindung mit 
dem Nordwestdeutschen und dem West- und Süddeutschen Verband für Altertumsforschung. 
Mainz 1976. 
Führer zu vor- und frühgeschichtlichen Denkmälern 30. Das Elb-Weser-Dreieck II. 
Forschungsprobleme – Exkursionen Stade, Bremervörde, Zeven, Buxtehude. Herausgegeben 
vom Römisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseum Mainz in Verbindung mit dem Nordwestdeutschen 
und dem West- und Süddeutschen Verband für Altertumsforschung. Mainz 1976. 
Führer zu vor- und frühgeschichtlichen Denkmälern 31. Das Elb-Weser-Dreieck III. Exkursionen 
Bremerhaven, Cuxhaven, Worpswede. Herausgegeben vom Römisch-Germanischen 
Zentralmuseum Mainz in Verbindung mit dem Nordwestdeutschen und dem West- und 
Süddeutschen Verband für Altertumsforschung. Mainz 1976. 
Hesse, Stefan. Theiss Archäologieführer. Niedersachsen. Stuttgart 2003. 
Lauer, Hery A. Archäologische Wanderungen I. Archäologische Wanderungen in 
Ostniedersachsen. Ein Führer zu Geländedenkmälern. Göttingen 1979. 
Lauer, Hery A. Archäologische Wanderungen II. Nördliches Niedersachsen, westliche Lüneburger 
Heide, Mittelwesergebiet. Göttingen 1979. 
Lauer, Hery A. Archäologische Wanderungen III. Archäologische Wanderungen in 
Südniedersachsen. Ein Führer zu Sehenswürdigkeiten der Ur- und Frühgeschichte. Angerstein 
1988. 
Sielmann, Burchard. Archäologischer Wanderpfad Fischbeker Heide. Veröffentlichung des Helms-
Museums 25. Hamburgisches Museum für Vor- und Frühgeschichte. Hamburg 1975. 
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3.2.4  VIC Viking Information Centre in Wieringen 
 
Introduction 

Eemployment opportunities in the Kop van Noord-Holland, the northern part of the province of 
Noord-Holland, are becoming increasingly limited due to the region’s vulnerable economy. The 
decline of defence activities, the offshore industry and the agricultural sector, in addition to the 
introduction of fishing quotas have all contributed to higher levels of unemployment. The local 
authority of Gewest Kop van Noord-Holland is working with the province of Noord-Holland and the 
government to create more employment opportunities. The promotion of tourism is a key factor in 
this respect. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.4.1:  View of Oosterland with St. Michael Church  
 (copyrights Ken Stamp en Drukkerij Burghout) 
 
The region’s rich heritage provides a foundation for the development of tourism and recreational 
activities, as well as regional historical events and heritage sites with an international dimension. 
These provide a strong basis for products aimed at this market, allowing visitors to become 
acquainted with their own national heritage. In 1991 Gewest Kop van Noord-Holland won the 
prestigious ANWB/NBT prize for tourism in recognition of its work to incorporate the area’s cultural 
heritage in its tourism plans, which included projects developed for the former island of Wieringen, 
based on its unique landscape and the sustainable use of its heritage sites. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.4.2:  In situ reconstruction of a part of the seaweed dike  
 (copyrights Ken Stamp en Drukkerij Burghout) 
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The historic landscape 

Wieringen is characterised by its Pleistocene relief, which is unique within the otherwise flat and 
low-lying terrain of Noord-Holland. The core comprises boulder clay transported by the 
Scandinavian ice cap during the penultimate ice age, some 150,000 years ago. These elevations 
in the landscape are part of a series of glacial advances along Texel, Wieringen and Gaasterland. 
The boulder clay is mostly covered by wind-borne sand deposits from the last ice age. Cliffs were 
later formed on the western side of the island, and the terrain now has a stratified profile. The 
boulder clay can also be clearly observed at low tide on the bed of the Wadden Sea. Wieringen’s 
highest point is almost 14 m + NAP (Normal Amsterdam Level). Wieringen is therefore clearly 
elevated above the surrounding land and sea. The highest point of the land was designated as a 
provincial geological monument in 2004.  
Wieringen only became an island in the 12th century. The erection of the wierdijk or seaweed dyke 
– a sea wall made from stacked eelgrass and strengthened by a wooden palisade – protected the 
south coast of the island from the sea. Wieringen remained an island until 1928 when the 
Amsteldiep dike was constructed, which then connected the area with the mainland of Noord-
Holland. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.4.3:  At the frontier between old land (Wieringen, to the right) and new land (Wieringermeer 

reclaimed polder). (copyrights Ken Stamp en Drukkerij Burghout) 
 
During Roman times the area was already an orientation point thanks to its characteristic relief in 
the otherwise flat Wadden Sea landscape. It formed a beacon in the sea along migration and trade 
routes. Settlements were moved to the upper reaches of Wieringen some 1500 years ago at the 
beginning of the Early Middle Ages, and spread throughout the area (Vatrop, Elft, Stroe). Many 
highly detailed descriptions of the inhabitants and their possessions can be obtained from early 
documents, including records from the Fulda monastery (circa 800) and the Cathedral of St. Martin 
in Utrecht (948). The politico-religious significance of Wieringen is reflected by the presence of four 
churches that were built by the Franks to demonstrate their power. In addition to these sources, 
archaeological discoveries provide an insight into daily life, industry and trade relations of the local 
inhabitants.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.4.4:  Wieringen around 1850 (source: Topographische en Militaire Kaart, Alterra) 
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In 1996 a hoard of silver was unearthed near the hamlet of Westerklief, including various 
bracelets, three fragments of jewellery featuring Arabian coins, Carolingian coins and silver ingots. 
Scientific research revealed that the artefacts were buried there in approximately 850 A.D. by a 
Danish Viking. The story made front-page news, and the impact on the inhabitants of Wieringen 
was considerable. Wieringen again came under the spotlight when two hoards of silver were 
discovered in 1999 and 2001, which were later revealed to have once been part of the same 
hoard.  
The nature of the discoveries led to some reappraisal of the traditional image of Normans in the 
Netherlands as violent plunderers. Although Dorestad is believed to have been sacked by the 
Vikings (despite a lack of archaeological evidence to that effect), sustained trade relations 
between the local inhabitants and the Vikings where a key factor in local development and allowed 
the area to flourish. Several emporia sprang up along the sea route linking Denmark with 
Dorestad. These were temporary or permanent trading centres where goods were offered in 
exchange for exotic wares. Regional products such as sea salt and Frisian cloth, but also 
essentials such as drinking water, were highly sought after by the Vikings. For that matter, 
plundering was a fairly accepted way of acquiring possessions in the time of the Vikings, and was 
not just the exclusive preserve of those from more northerly parts! 
 
The project 

The inhabitants of Wieringen were proud of their special link to a distant, though tangible past, and 
wasted no time in incorporating the Vikings into their local history. Local businesses brought out 
Viking-themed products and new regional products and a specially designed sticker with the image 
of a Viking has since adorned many a motorcar from Wieringen. Heritage walking and cycling 
routes have also been established along areas where this history is evident.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.4.5:  The hoard of silver from Westerklief (photo: Stichting ‘Weg van de Vikingen’) 
 
The municipal authority of Wieringen immediately identified a prime opportunity to develop tourist 
and recreational products around the Viking theme, and in 1998 commissioned Gewest Kop van 
Noord-Holland to perform a feasibility study. The study qualified the Viking theme as a unique 
selling proposition, and it was further elaborated in actions and projects. Plans were made for a 
visitors’ centre (Viking Information Centre, or VIC) that in the mid to long term would receive some 
20,000 visitors annually. The Weg van de Vikingen (Way of the Vikings) Foundation was 
established to organise implementation. This legal entity meant it was possible to acquire both 
public and private funding. The Foundation’s objectives included establishing this USP as 
exclusive for Wieringen. A communication, PR and marketing strategy was launched with the 
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objective of placing Wieringen on the European map. The Foundation at once associated itself 
with international developments related to the Viking theme such as: 

• participation in the North Sea Viking Legacy and Destination Viking projects 
• participation in the Western Viking Route 
• participation in the marketing strategy of these projects 
• network building, particularly with similar organisations in England and Scandinavia 
• participation in exhibitions 

 
Outcome 

Many products were created as a result of the Foundation’s activities, including the following: 
The development or joining of a network of organisations around the Viking theme (such as 
participation in a European Viking route) 
Together with the Municipality of Wieringen, the Foundation participated in European projects 
under the Interreg IIC and IIIB programmes, and contributed its own expertise in marketing and 
tourism. There is regular contact with the various partners involved in these projects, involving the 
information exchange, leaflet service and collective exhibitions. Notable partners are the University 
of Amsterdam, Utrecht Central Museum, York Archaeological Trust and the Ename Centre in 
Belgium. On the initiative of the Danish Tourist Board, a brochure exchange was set up with 
various other sites including Ribe, Roskilde and Haithabu. The Foundation has also entered into a 
structural partnership with the Norfolk Museums Service for education and integration of cultural 
heritage and tourism. 
The Foundation took part in the travelling exhibition “Vikings!” (2005-2006) with the Roskilde 
Viking Ship Museum and the Haithabu Viking Museum in Schleswig. 
 
New cycling and walking routes  
Together with the former museum Huis van de Aarde, the Wieringen Tourist Office and local 
businesses have developed and published 12 new cycling and walking routes, which are available 
from the Tourist Office. 
Design and construction of the Viking Information Centre in Wieringen 
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.4.6:  Viking Information Centre on Wieringen (copyrights Ken Stamp en Drukkerij 

Burghout) 
 
Financial support from the European Union (LEADER+), the province of Noord-Holland, the Kop 
en Munt regional economic development programme, the municipality of Wieringen and the 
tireless efforts of volunteers allowed the most important objective to be realised: The Viking 
Information Centre, at 1 Havenweg, Den Oever, which opened its doors to the public on 7 July 
2004. With help from some external advisors, the Foundation implemented the design and 
construction of the VIC. 
The special collection of Viking treasure includes items from the Foundation and the municipality 
of Wieringen: a replica of the first silver hoard, the original second hoard, a 1.5m model of a knarr, 
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or trading ship, implements, geological objects and living history materials. The educational 
section of the centre offers visitors the chance to be an archaeologist. The presentation is 
supported by a co-production with TELEAC (The Vikings are coming!). The Wieringen Tourist 
Office is also housed in the VIC, which has a positive financial effect for both parties. Agreements 
have also been made for personnel to support each other. 
The narrative thread used in the permanent exhibition is based on the interpretation of the silver 
hoard discoveries. The various themes are: Wieringen as a centre of trade in the early Middle 
Ages, silver in the economy of the Viking period, products traded by the Vikings and the Frisians, 
and the interaction between the original inhabitants and the Vikings. The exhibition also includes 
an interactive display about the history of Wieringen, developed in collaboration with the Ename 
Expertise Centre under the 5th European framework programme in the field of IST /R&D 
Excellence in Processing Open Cultural Heritage (EPOCH). This is a joint venture between 
governments, cultural institutes, educational institutes and businesses to promote the integration 
of cultural heritage with new developments in technology. 
The VIC is primarily aimed at school children from 6-12 years old, families with children, groups of 
senior citizens, scientific/special interest visitors and tourists. The VIC has excellent accessibility 
by car (ample parking facilities) and public transport (the bus station is a five minute walk away).  
 
Costs: The design and construction of the centre cost approximately € 381,000. 
 
Conclusion 

The discovery of the Viking silver hoards has been very valuable for Wieringen. The number of 
visitors to the former island in the Zuiderzee has increased as a result of the area’s link to the 
Vikings. This can be seen through increased profits of various businesses, as well as Tourist 
Office figures. The bottom-up initiative, the wide base of support among the local community and 
the decisive actions of the Wieringen local authority, provided the basis for this success. The rapid 
realisation of the various actions and the real contribution of the local government have also given 
the inhabitants confidence in the local authority.  
The VIC is fully staffed by volunteers from Wieringen and the rest of the region. They perform all 
the necessary duties, from maintenance activities to providing information, PR, fundraising, 
temporary exhibitions and tours. Last year the VIC generated a profit. The VIC has become 
renowned in cultural circles as well as in the tourist sector and has been recognised as a cultural 
institute and a key education facility. The Dutch Foundation for Archaeology (SNA, now a part of 
Erfgoed Nederland) has organised an archaeological support point in the VIC, and is also a 
regular advisor or partner in educational projects, such as the idTV production Het Verleden van 
Nederland. The site marks the start of various cycling and walking routes, including the provincial 
Noord-Holland Path (Den Oever-Huizen). 
The Foundation is currently working on new temporary exhibitions and is developing plans with 
other parties to expand the site and add a theme about the history of the former Wadden Sea 
island and the Wieringerrandmeer Project. 
 
Sources 

Author: Jan Stobbe (Gewest Kop van Noord-Holland) 
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Noord-Holland in de Vroege Middeleeuwen, Hippolytushoef, Stichting Weg van de Vikingen. 
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3.2.5  Historic and Landscape Trail Neuendeich, County of Pinneberg  
 
Introduction 

The small marshland municipality of Neuendeich in the Seestermüher Marsch consists of the dike 
village of Neuendeich located on the banks of the Pinnau River and four smaller hamlets built on 
old dikes or dwelling mounds. It is sited behind a secondary line of old sea defences between the 
Elbe River in the west, the Pinnau River to the south and the town of Uetersen on the elevated 
Geest. The place belongs to the metropolitan area of Hamburg but is still very rural in its structure.  
 
During the course of the 700th anniversary of the village of Neuendeich in 2003 a bicycle 
excursion was organised according to the motto „Vom alten Deich zum Neuendeich“ (From the old 
dike to the new dike). Regional and cultural places of interest were visited, like medieval dike lines, 
dwelling mounds, dike breeches, filled in harbours, regional house types, building materials, 
ecology of estuaries, local sorts of fruit, etc. It became apparent, that only few of these “treasures” 
were known among local people and many of them were invisible for the untrained eye.  
 
Proposal 

The municipality of Neuendeich had the idea to develop a concept of corporate identity for the 
inhabitants and visitors, which visualises landscape, nature and history of the place and makes 
these aspects perceivable. The local Agenda 21- working group (UN sustainability programme) 
has hence conceived a trail, which also pays tribute to the heraldic tree of the municipality, the 
willow used for basket weaving. The trail was intended as route for walkers and cyclists, which 
consists of several sites of interest interpreted by information boards. The theme of the trail was 
suggested:- “From lemon apples to sunken villages”. The necessary financial support was 
originally granted by Ländliche Struktur und Entwicklungsanalysen LSE, a local part of the EAGGF 
EU- structural fund, and the BINGO Lottery. Much of the work, however, has been done by local 
volunteers. In particular, the maintenance of the information boards and sites has been organised 
by a system of sponsorship by local people and organisations. 
 
The historic landscape 

Many of the historic thatched farmhouses, often bay hall houses of 18th century origin, still 
influence the picture of the village, which was first mentioned in 1303. The original occupation, 
however, was earlier and began as typical rows of dwelling mounds or used existing former sea 
defences. The building materials of these houses have traditionally been clay for bricks and reed, 
which grows in ditches and on the foreland. Water courses of tidal streams were used as 
waterways connecting the villages and farmsteads to the wetlands of the fens, which were often 
inundated by water from the Elbe and Pinnau. They can still be traced by either their filled-up 
course in the fields or by their usage as sinuous drainage ditches and canals. A former harbour as 
been identified as a site in a field. The fertile soil and the proximity to the city of Hamburg led to a 
flourishing fruit-growing economy of different sorts of fruit, of which the historic apple cultivar of 
“Zitronenapfel” (lemon apple) originating in Neuendeich gives proof. The name “Rosengarten” for 
one of the hamlets within the municipality is originally derived from “Ross” meaning horse and 
emphasises the historic connection to the the breeding of Holstein horses close by at Uetersen. 
The Pinnau River has not only largely shaped the fens around Neuendeich, but is today also part 
of the EU-wide network of corridors connecting nature protection areas, Natura 2000. 
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Figure 3.2.5.1:  Map of the landscape trail 
 
The project 

The trail aims at informing and awareness building, by both locals and visitors, of aspects and 
relics of the landscape development of the Seestermüher Marsch. The production of 11 sign 
boards was commissioned from a design bureau, the content having been researched and 
developed by volunteers, notably by the Agenda 21 working group. Support on the historical 
landscape data was also provided by external experts, e.g. the LancewadPlan-project. This aimed 
at giving a brief, but scientifically accurate description, supplemented by photographs, drawings 
and maps. The planning process has been continuously presented at local stakeholder meetings 
and was connected to other envisaged development measures for the villages, like benches and 
shelters. The financing of the project was eventually covered by support from the BINGO Lottery, 
donations und volunteer’s work. It is planned to implement the trail including the sign boards within 
the second half of 2007.  
 
Project partners 

Local Agenda 21-working group 
Municipality of Neuendeich, Mayor Bärbel Thiemann 
Untere Denkmalschutzbehörde, Kreis Pinneberg 
Design Bureau, Natur und Bild GmbH 
 
Contact 
Bärbel Thiemann 
Oberrecht 7b 
D-25436 Neuendeich 
++49 (0)4122 43598 
ThiemannBaerbel@aol.com 
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Potential impacts on the landscape 

Enhancing the awareness for local history and landscape 
Strengthening the attractiveness of the municipality of Neuendeich for living and recreation 
New housing areas for more inhabitants attracted by the living situation may diminish the historic 
landscape character. 
 
Outcome 

The trail has not been implemented yet. 
 
Conclusion 

The trail provides an example of a locally driven initiative to visualise and explain historic 
landscape in all its dimensions. Not remarkable monuments are in the focus of the project but 
landscape and its manifold elements. Therefore the plantation of historic apple treed and willows 
and other trees for windbreak are important, as is the emphasis of the ecological importance of 
wetland fens and ponds from dike breeches with their typical flora. Local materials for construction 
are as well integrated into the concept of the trail as are almost vanished structure like old tidal 
water courses, drainage ditches or the origin of place names from historic events or means of 
subsistence. Consciousness and awareness about these inconspicuous but important elements of 
local cultural heritage is a key prerequisite for protection and wise management of landscape by 
local stakeholders.  
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3.2.6  Cultural Landscape Elements on Maps for Recreational Horse Riding and Carriage 
Driving  

 
Introduction 

The river landscape of Eider-Treene-Sorge is located to the east of the peninsula of Eiderstedt and 
the landscape of Südergosharde in Schleswig-Holstein. The area consists of the lowland marshes 
of the rivers of Eider, Treene and Sorge and the adjacent higher land, this was also under the 
considerable influence of the North Sea until the late Middle Ages, when the islands that make up 
the modern Eiderstedt were connected by dikes. At the time, and during the ensuing centuries, the 
low-lying region suffered frequent inundations from the inland river-water. Today the arable land of 
the lowlands is not very fertile and agriculture here is dependent on subsidies. Agriculture has 
always needed support by the government or well off investors. Today the region tries to attract 
more nature protection and tourism related financial support. Schleswig-Holstein as a whole now 
aims at focussing tourism resources. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.6.1:  Map of the project area 
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One pillar of tourism promotion is recreational riding tourism. Within this framework, and equipped 
with financial support from the EU-programme LEADER+, the resources for riding in the region 
were surveyed by the regional manager and a landscape planner. Several possible routes were 
conceived over the following years in connection with local administrations and organisations. The 
planning process was finished by 2006 and the results were then ready to be mapped. The 
»KARTENWERK« agency was commissioned with this task. Some maps also depict eastern 
Eiderstedt, part of the Wadden Sea Region of the LancewadPlan-Project, and other areas 
adjacent to the marshland area, like the eastern Geest parts of the landscapes of Südergosharde 
and Nordergosharde. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.6.2:  Storchendörfer, courtesy by Kartenwerk 
 

Proposal 

The cartography agency conducted an investigation on how to display places of interest typical for 
the region. Specific sites and elements, and even some people, which were considered important 
in relation to the cultural, natural and geological history were mapped with self-explanatory icons 
and brief texts within the maps. In addition information important for recreational horse riding and 
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driving like riding stables, veterinarians, blacksmiths etc, was also mapped. The geography of the 
area is once more, as with the areas adjacent to the Wadden Sea, extremely important for the 
development of cultural landscape. In particular, the hydro-engineering features for drainage and 
flood protection play a major role. On the other hand, the geographic situation on the border 
between different spheres of influence has influenced all kinds of buildings and has left a multitude 
of sites of armed conflicts throughout the centuries. All these topics are covered and explained 
within the set of eight maps. The scale of 1:35 0000 for maps of an economical weak and only 
sparsely populated area leaves enough space for information on local and specific topics like on 
so-called Storchendörfer, villages famous for their stork population.  
Much of the information have never been published elsewhere and are not widely known among 
the local population. The set of maps therefore provides a knowledge basis on cultural and natural 
heritage not only for the tourist, but also for inhabitants and even local schools. 
 
The project 

The actual aim is the promotion of tourism and advertising for a new, more affluent clientele. 
Research for the maps took three months. It had been assumed that in each parish at least one 
person was undertaking a kind of a chronicler’s work, either publically or privately. The success of 
the project was dependent on identifying these people and gathering their information. This 
involved a series of individual, and sometimes unusual, methods. Often the chroniclers were 
retired, local people, teachers or creative artists. This circle is locally familiar with each other, thus 
a first contact opens the door for many others. There is for example a regional Förderverein 
Landschaft Stapelholm e.V., which works in the southern part of the area. The mapped cultural 
and nature related data is available as digital database and can therefore be economically used for 
other projects. 
 
Project partners 

Municipalities of Treene, Stapelholm, Friedrichstadt, Viöl 
Momme Schmid, regional manager Friedrichstadt, Stapelholm und Treene  
Dr. Deike Timmermann, landscape planner 
Kartenwerk, Ole Eggers, agency for digital mapping and map design 
Other partners 
Förderverein Landschaft Stapelholm e.V. 
NABU Naturschutzzentrum in Bergenhusen 
 
Contact 

Momme Schmidt 
Am Markt 9, D-25840 Friedrichstadt, phone ++49 (0)4881-939313 
Regionalbetreuer@friedrichstadt.de 
Ole Eggers, Kartenwerk 
Parkstraße 29, D-23899 Gudow, phone ++49 (0)4547 – 707787 
kartenwerk@t-online.de 
 
Potential impacts on the landscape 

The project will enhance the values of landscape and cultural heritage for local people, as well as 
introducing a genuine and beautiful landscape to tourists. More tourists, and more affluent tourists, 
would help keep buying power within the area and therefore diminish the tendency of rural 
migration, and hence indirectly contribute strongly to the maintenance of historic landscape. The 
upkeep of monuments, including landscape elements as well as structures by a broader basis of 
local stakeholders, is fostered by the prospect of a better income by tourists.  
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Outcome 

The maps were issued in autumn 2006. No evaluation regarding success or failure can therefore 
be made, as their main sales are expected in the summer seasons of 2007 and 2008. 
 
Conclusion 

The project integrates information on historic landscape and cultural heritage into a tourist product 
which will help to guide people interested in regional history. Therefore these maps have a high 
potential for raising awareness concerning cultural heritage beyond the usual scope of culture 
tourism. This is especially important as people interested in cultural heritage issues form only a 
small group among all those involved in tourism. The project indicates a method by which a 
broader group can be appealed to as well, literally integrating cultural heritage into a product and a 
sector where historic landscape is rarely the main topic and often not represented at all. The 
product reaches both, the tourist, whose knowledge concerning his holiday destination is 
broadened, and the locals working in tourism, who learn how important cultural heritage can be for 
their business.  
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3.2.7  Maritime Landscapes of the Lower Elbe 
 
Introduction 

 

 
 
Figure 3.2.7.1:  Participating areas in Lower Saxony, Schleswig-Holstein and Hamburg with specific 

historic objects 
 
The historic landscape 

The region of the Lower Elbe between the City of Hamburg and the Wadden Sea shows strong 
maritime influences. The Elbe and especially its numerous tributaries served for centuries as main 
transport routes. At the same time, regulation of the water courses was of highest importance for 
survival. These features left many traces in the cultural heritage like lighthouses, store houses, 
sluices, dykes, channels and port installations. Since the beginning of the twentieth century 
shipping transport concentrated more and more on Hamburg, so many maritime monuments of the 
region became obsolete and highly endangered. For a region already lacking in infrastructure 
perspectives for preserving the cultural heritage seemed out of reach. 
 
The project 

Contacts between an existing network of enthusiastic private persons or organizations and the 
monument conservator of the District Government in Lüneburg led to the establishing of a project 
to preserve and revitalize the maritime landscape with its small ports etc. for tourists and a better 
quality of life for its inhabitants. Central issues of the project therefore were the preservation of the 
cultural heritage by a new functionality and a raising of awareness with tourists and local people 
for the existing qualities of this specific historic cultural landscape. 
Communal government and politicians soon realized the potential and took over the practical 
execution of the project. The project today is seen as one of the successful projects of regional 
development because in many parts of the region, apart from agriculture, only tourism could be 
established as a complementary income. The high acceptance led to the institutionalizing of the 
“Arbeitsgemeinschaft (Working Group) Maritime Landschaft Unterelbe” with partner from three 
German federal countries, e.g. 22 Lower Saxon and Schleswig-Holstein counties and 
communities. Together they are exploiting a common service bureau in Grünendeich (county 
Stade). Together with the State Service for Monument Care, stakeholders and various other 
institutions like museums or universities they systematically promote the preservation and tourist 
use of the maritime heritage, raising awareness for relevant issues by using modern marketing 
techniques. 
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Figure 3.2.7.2:  Former seaman’s house on the Lühe dyke in need of conservation (2003) 
 
Outcome 

The preservation of cultural heritage as an integrated part of the project led to positive image 
building for monument care. Its interests were no longer felt as restrictive measures from a 
governmental bureaucracy, but as starting points for an active shaping of future life. The 
preservation of the cultural heritage became a long term issue, integrating quite a lot of institutions, 
stakeholders and local people. Particularly important is the large amount of communication 
needed in the process of a common shaping of future life in the region, carefully weighing the 
advantages and disadvantages of any proposed action.  
At the moment an intensive discussion is ongoing about the impacts of the adaptation of the Lower 
Elbe course for very large ships reaching Hamburg harbor. The little ports are threatened by silting 
caused by changes to the currents. 
The strength of the project lies in the raising of awareness and in the revitalizing of the cultural 
landscape. It is also exceptional in that the politicians had the insight to realize the potential of the 
project and give it a professional management.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.7.3:  Stade harbor with new utilization after revitalizing measures (2002) 
 
Sources 

Author: Text K. Püttmann and Jan Joost Assendorp. Figures K. Püttmann) 
 
Püttmann, K., Das Projekt “Maritime Landschaft Unterelbe”. In: System Denkmalpflege – 
Netzwerke für die Zukunft. Bürgerschaftliches Engagement in der Denkmalpflege. Arbeitshefte zur 
Denkmalpflege in Niedersachsen 31, Hannover 2004, p. 337-339 
Warncke, K., „Wassertourismusoffensive“ Maritime Landschaft Unterelbe. Internet-file, 
http://cdl.niedersachsen.de/blob/images/C15089597_L20.pdf (found 05-06-2007) 
www.maritime-elbe.de, www.zukunftelbe.de 
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3.2.8  Lower Saxony: The Osten Transporter Bridge (“Schwebefähre”) 
 
Introduction 

The Osten Transporter Bridge (German: “Schwebefähre”) crosses the river Oste in the village 
Osten (county Cuxhaven). The bridge, an imposing steel construction, was used from 1909 up to 
1974. Just like the remaining 20 other transporter bridges it is it an acknowledged technical 
monument, but is not in use anymore following the construction of a modern bridge nearby. As a 
consequence its preservation became financially problematic. Only combined and enduring efforts 
of the local people and the state service of monument conservation succeeded in the conservation 
of the bridge and giving it a new function in tourists transport.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.8.1:  Location Schwebefähre (photo: Archive NLD) 
 
The historic landscape 

Transporter bridges are large steel constructions with suspending transport gondolas driving by 
electric motor power replacing the original ship ferries in the river courses. British, French and 
Spanish engineering initiated the construction of worldwide some twenty transport bridges in the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (1893 Bilbao – 1916 Warrington), of which today 
eight building monuments still exist. In Germany the “Schwebefähre von Osten” is the oldest and 
best known one, followed by the Rendsburg transporter bridge, which in fact is kind of an add-on 
suspended from the famous “Rendsburger Hochbrücke” – the high railway passing of the Nord-
Ostsee-channel. 
 
 

            
 
Figure 3.2.8.2:  Schwebefähre (photo: Archive NLD) 
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Transporter bridges were developed to create fast connections over the water courses, whilst not 
hindering normal ship traffic. Their advantage was their independency from tidal changes or ice in 
winter. Normal bridges need long ramparts to get the necessary height over waterborne traffic, 
which was often not possible or very expensive. Other types of movable bridges known at the time 
could be also very expensive or not suitable by hindering alternatively land or ship traffic. The 
solution offered by transporter bridges was not used after the second decade of the twentieth 
century, probably due to the exponential growth of land traffic which simply could not be 
adequately dealt with by the gondolas. 
The Osten Transporter Bridge was developed by the Maschinenfabrik Augsburg-Nürnberg AG 
(MAN company) together with the Allgemeine Elektrizitätsgesellschaft Berlin (AEG) since 1903. 
Conducted by the MAN engineer Louis Pinette building began 1908 and finished 1909. In 1939 the 
carrying capacity was enlarged from 12 to 14 tons and in 1966 a further enlargement up to 18 tons 
was provided by a new gondola. At this time, however, a new bridge was already planned and so 
1974 the end came for the Transporter Bridge. A planned dismantling of the construction was 
prevented by local and communal initiative. The Lüneburg District Government assessed the 
bridge as a legal monument acknowledging its importance as an outstanding technical monument. 
 
The project 

After the commercial operation of the bridge has ended, the county became owner of the 
monument. A private society to promote its preservation took over operation. Substantial means 
for reparation measures came from the Lower Saxon government to secure further tourist use. In 
2001 serious defects on the carrying construction were detected. Investigations led to the insight 
that the problems partly came from operational technique, due to earlier repairs made without 
expert execution, and partly from wear of many parts of the engine and electricity. Corrosion 
prevention was another major conservation theme for conservation. 2004 saw the beginning of the 
reparation measures, which ended successfully March 2006. The costs added up to about 1,265 
Mio. €. 
 
Financing the reparation measures was highly problematical. Managed by Dipl.-Ing. Birgit Greiner 
from the County of Cuxhaven a very complicated financial scheme with many contributing partner 
(from substantial personal grants and the local community up to the EU and the German 
Monument Trust) was worked out - an extraordinary performance in managing the cultural heritage 
and a good example for integrated development in a rural area too. 
The Osten Transporter Bridge, owned by the county of Cuxhaven, is nowadays employed again by 
the private promotion society, the “Gesellschaft zur Erhaltung der Schwebefähre in Osten/Oste”. It 
is a part of the German Ferry Route and visited frequently. From the re-opening of the transporter 
bridge up to January 2007 about 40,000 tourists are recorded, which is a very good record indeed. 
 
Outcome 

Local inhabitants together with cultural heritage officials managed to preserve an outstanding 
technical monument, which has specific affinities to infrastructure realities in the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. The initiative for preserving the transporter bridge led to similar 
activities to the benefit of the other few remaining structures in Europe – a network on European 
level was established with their own homepage for transferring ideas and experiences.  
In cooperation with local people and official services on many levels, there has been a raising of 
awareness for technical monuments with historic dimensions. It has also had an inspiring role to 
other preservation initiatives, both inland and abroad. Last but not least in securing a long-term 
use in an alternative sector (tourist instead of economic), the Osten Transporter Bridge is a best-
practice example in managing the cultural heritage. 
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Figure 3.2.8.3:  Rendsburg Transporter Bridge (Hochbrücke), Schleswig-Holstein(photo: Casiopeia) 
 
Sources 

Author: Jan Joost Assendorp, NLD 
 
Greiner, B./Neß, W., Die Schwebefähre in Osten – Ein ungewöhnliches Baudenkmal ist wieder in 
Betrieb. Berichte zur Denkmalpflege in Niedersachsen 1/2006, p. 2-7. 
www.schwebefaehre-osten.de 
www.schwebefaehre.org 
www.wikipedia.de 
www.denkmalpflege.niedersachsen.de 
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3.2.9  Trails in the Sands of Terschelling  
 
Introduction 

The earliest traces of human habitation in Terschelling can be found at Stryper churchyard. 
Excavations have revealed the remains of a wooden church and cemetery dating back some 1000 
years. It is assumed that the island has been inhabited since this time, and over the past 
millennium these inhabitants have left many traces. Some of these traces are faint, and only 
discernible through the stories that have been told about them, while others have a tangible 
presence. These remains may be of land use, dyke construction or land reclamation, or of 
buildings, monuments or places of memory.  
The island of Terschelling is a popular holiday destination for a wide range of visitors, such as 
families, senior citizens, groups of friends, lovers of nature and tranquillity, young people and 
theatre enthusiasts. During their stay there is ample opportunity for visitors to explore their 
surroundings, and they may naturally be curious about how this different way of life and the 
diverse landscape came to exist. Of course, each visitor has different interests in the island’s 
history and landscape, so to accommodate this a bicycle route around the island was set up. It 
takes in a wide variety of sites that are typical of Terschelling and which reveal the story of the 
island’s 1000-year history. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.9.1:  Many tourists rent a bike to explore the island (photo: LancewadPlan) 
 
The historic landscape 

Terschelling is the second largest of the Dutch Wadden Islands. Erosion and accretion caused by 
the strong ocean currents in this dynamic coastal area have given shape to the island. Like 
Schiermonnikoog and Ameland, Terschelling is an elongated island that becomes narrower 
towards the east, with a number of villages nestling in the dunes. The island also has an area of 
reclaimed salt marsh, hook-shaped sandbars tapering off on the western side and extensive dunes 
and salt marsh flats on the eastern side. A dyke protects a large area of the former salt marshes 
from the Wadden Sea, although there is also a large area of Terschelling known as the De 
Boschplaat that is submerged at high tide. 
The island has seven villages and a number of raised settlements in the salt marsh flats. 
Fishermen, pilots and sailors traditionally populated the village of West-Terschelling. The other 
villages of Oosterend, Hoorn, Lies, Formerum, Landerum and Midsland lie in the dunes and have 
a more agrarian character. The villages of Formerum and Midsland recall the geest villages of 
Noord-Holland, with roads that run along the foot of the beach barrier. Most of the island’s 
inhabitants live in West-Terschelling and Midsland. The salt marshes are home to a number of 
small, dwelling-mound settlements such as Kaart, Kinnum and Seeryp.  
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The farms that were built on Terschelling between 1850 and 1930 are unique in terms of shape 
and layout. The farms are of the ‘head and trunk type’. A highly characteristic feature is the 
laterally protruding saddle roof, known locally as a schúntsje.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.9.2:  De Boschplaat around 1900 (source: Bonnekaart, KICH) 
 
Dairy farming was the most common agricultural activity on Terschelling. Next to it, the cultivation 
of cranberries is peculiar to the island. In the 19th century cranberries were washed ashore, and 
they quickly established themselves in the moist dune valleys. The crop requires little maintenance 
and cranberries are used in many Terschelling products, including wines and jams.  
 
Agriculture has long been the main, although financially limited, source of income for the island 
population, but the people also found other means of making a living. Since Hanseatic and Viking 
times the Wadden Sea area lay on the most important maritime trade routes from Scandinavia and 
the Baltic Sea to Holland, Flanders and England. When trading activity around the Zuiderzee 
moved from the east to the west coast, towns such as Hoorn and Amsterdam emerged. West-
Terschelling benefited, since the shipping route to the North Sea ran via the Vlie channel between 
Terschelling and Vlieland. Seafarers and pilots settled in the area. Provisioning and piloting of 
ships became important activities for Terschelling and Vlieland, and West-Terschelling in particular 
developed into a port. The economic boom of the Golden Age is reflected in the characteristic 
Commodore's houses of former ship's captains. West-Terschelling is also the site of the Brandaris 
lighthouse, which dates from 1594 and is the oldest working lighthouse in the Netherlands.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.9.3:  Midsland, Kinnum, Seerijp and the Stryper churchyard around 1900 (source: 

Bonnekaart, KICH) 
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Figure 3.2.9.4:  The harbour of West-Terschelling around 1900 (source: Bonnekaart, KICH) 
 
Due to its strategic location Terschelling has been involved in numerous wars, in which both 
villages and ships were repeatedly burnt. The most dramatic event occurred in 1666 during the 
second English War, when the whole of West-Terschelling was reduced to ashes. Legend has it 
that during this time a company of English soldiers were forced to retreat when they asked an old 
lady from Midsland (het Stryper Wyfke) how many troops they could expect to encounter. She 
replied: "Only a few are standing, but thousands are lying there". Although she was referring to the 
graves in the nearby churchyard, the English believed she meant reinforcements were on the way. 
She was thus able to save many settlements from being burnt to the ground. 
Of course, a large part of the island’s history is hidden from view. There have been many 
shipwrecks around the island, including the ‘Lutine’ which sank while carrying a cargo of gold and 
silver. Beachcombers have also made all manner of fascinating discoveries. Terschelling’s most 
famous son is the arctic explorer Willem Barentsz.  
 

   

 

 
 
Figure 3.2.9.5:  The ‘Stryper Wyfke’ or old lady from Midsland (photo: LancewadPlan) 
 
Figure 3.2.9.6:  The ‘sjouw’ or time ball was raised in early times to tell the time (photo: 

LancewadPlan) 
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The project 

The fascinating history that has shaped Terschelling has prompted a number of organisations to 
develop a bicycle route that allows visitors to experience the island’s rich and varied heritage. The 
route, which has been named Sporen in het Zand (Trails in the Sand) extends for some 40 
kilometres and is divided into four sections that run in both directions. This means that there are 
starting points all over the island, and it is possible to spread the route out over several days. 
Information boards have been erected at various points to elucidate certain features or stories. 
The route has been marked out in a recognisable way, with signs taking the form of the island’s 
distinctive street posts, thus enhancing the identity of the Terschellinger landscape. An 
accompanying map and a booklet that provides background information are also available. 
Terschelling already has an extensive network of bicycle paths, which the route largely makes use 
of to lead visitors to various sites of interest. In order to prepare the route it was necessary to 
smarten up or restore certain features, such as the lifeboat house in West-Terschelling. A number 
of sites required information boards to be placed. 
The project was realised between 2004 and 2006, after funds were secured to mark out the route, 
smarten up the various sites and provide information.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.2.9.7:  White cycle path in the landscape of Terschelling (photo: LancewadPlan) 
 
Parties involved: The parties behind the project are Stichting Ons Schellingerland, the Terschelling 
Tourist Office, Municipality of Terschelling and the National Forest Service. The project was made 
possible with the financial assistance of Leader II, Province of Fryslân, Municipality of Terschelling, 
the National Forest Service, ANWB, the Terschelling Tourist Office, Nederlandse Aardolie 
Maatschappij, Rederij Doeksen, the Terschelling Association of Business Owners, the cultural 
heritage association of “Schylge myn Lantse” as well as various private donations.  
 
Costs: The plan was realised through a public private partnership created by Stichting 
Evenementen Terschelling. The project’s total cost amounts to approximately € 120,000. 
 
Outcome 

The route has been realised and marked out, information boards have been erected and several 
locations have been smartened up. The route guidebook is available at various shops in 
Terschelling. The project group is responsible for the route’s upkeep, which makes use of 
community work schemes. The upkeep is partly funded through the sale of booklets and 
sponsorship. 
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Figure 3.2.9.8:  Cycling booklet “Sporen in het zand” (source: Tourist Information Terschelling) 
 
Figure 3.2.9.9:  Hiking booklet “Sporen in het zand” (source: Tourist Information Terschelling) 
 
Conclusion 

This project shows how cultural heritage can be made accessible to the general public, and is also 
an example of a public private partnership that joins the local historical society with the recreation 
sector. The partnership has been highly successful. This is reflected by the fact that the project 
has entered its second phase, and the third and final phase is under development. The 
accompanying booklet will contribute to the appreciation of Terschelling’s cultural heritage. It 
contains so much information that it can be considered as a source of reference. A hiking booklet 
has also been developed within the framework of the project and on the initiative of the National 
Forest Service. The hiking trails detailed in the booklet have the same starting points as the 
cycling routes.  
 
Sources 

Author: Patricia Braaksma, with special thanks to E. Zijlstra (Municipality of Terschelling) and 
J.Kok (Sporen in het Zand project group). 
 
Haartsen e.a., 2005. Islands; descriptions for CultGis nationwide. Ministry of Agriculture, Nature 
and Food Quality, directorate Knowledge, Ede.  
Waddenland. Landschap en cultureel erfgoed in de Waddenzeeregio, 2001. Lancewad-Nederland, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries/ Noordboek, Groningen/Leeuwarden. 
www.sporeninhetzand.nl 
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3.3 Agriculture 

3.3.1  A Future for Farmsteads in the Frisian Dwelling Mound Region 
 
Introduction  

The Netherlands still has around 90,000 old-style farms. The windbreak of trees around the 
farmstead makes it stand out in the landscape, and the characteristic local style of farmhouse and 
grounds gives each region its own distinctive character. However, some 4,000 farms close down 
every year. Neighbouring farmers may buy up the land, but are unlikely to want the farmstead and 
its buildings. Thus many farmhouses start a second life as a residence, office or workplace, and 
valuable cultural heritage is thus preserved. In the province of Fryslân alone, over 1,100 non-
agricultural businesses have been established in former farmhouses, and now employ over 4,000 
people. 
However, this change of use generally has a serious impact, not only on the house, but on the 
farmstead as a whole. The new owners often make inexpert adaptations. An old cowshed or 
outbuilding may be knocked down to create parking, and the traditional farmstead with its 
distinctive gardens and fruit trees is turned into a modern private garden with conifers, ponds and 
fences. 
 

           
 
Figure 3.3.1.1:  Farmhouse and grounds have become too neat and have lost their agrarian identity 
 (photo: DHV)  
Figure 3.3.1.2:  Former farmhouse, now being used as a petrol station (photo: DHV)  
 
Even when there is no change of use, the traditional characteristics can be compromised: modern 
agricultural use imposes completely different requirements on the design of the farmstead as well. 
The original planting around the farmstead is often cleared to make room for a silo, manure 
storage or new, larger cowsheds. The removal of the trees blurs the lines between the farmstead 
and the surrounding land, and detracts from the quality of the landscape.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.3.1.3:  The new barn is placed outside the farmstead (photo: DHV) 
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Figure 3.3.1.4:  Historic characteristics of the farmstead have been restored (photo: DHV) 
 
In recent years, more attention has been paid to preserving the typical regional features of the 
farm and farmstead. It is increasingly common to see good examples of how a farm can be 
tastefully adapted to its owners’ modern requirements while preserving the traditional, local or 
regional style. The project "A Future for Farmsteads" was set up in 2002 by the Provincial Council 
of Fryslân and Landscape Management Friesland, and implemented by DHV Consultants in 
collaboration with Vestigia Archeologie en Cultuurhistorie and the Greet Bierema Bureau. The 
central issue was how to keep the dwelling mound landscape of Fryslân recognisably Frisian, and 
how farms and farmsteads could help to preserve the look of the landscape. The project covered 
the entire Frisian dwelling mound region, consisting of Westergo and Oostergo. 
 
The historic landscape 

The Frisian dwelling mound region is characterised by its openness and wide horizons. The 
landscape was created by agriculture, which has become increasingly dependent on dairy farming 
over the centuries. The specialisation in dairy also determined the design of the farmhouses and 
the layout of the farmsteads. The kop-hals-romp (head-neck-rump) farmhouse originated in the 
Frisian landscape. The silhouettes of the typical "stelp" or kop-hals-romp farmhouses make the 
landscape unmistakably Frisian. The farmsteads lie like green oases in the wide expanses of 
"empty" farmland. For centuries, the farmhouse, farmstead and surrounding farmland formed their 
own little world. The farms can be seen as the legacy of centuries of farming in Fryslân. 
 

   
 
Figure 3.3.1.5:  Old farm houses, source: Toekomst voor Boerenerven  
 (A future for farmsteads), DHV 
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The farmstead is typically compact, with tall trees round the edges which served as a windbreak 
and a source of hardwood. Outside there was often a moat or ditch. In front of the house there 
were traditionally ornamental and vegetable gardens and an orchard. Behind the farmhouse were 
cattle sheds and storage areas for feed, fertiliser and machinery. Even the ornamental garden was 
generally sober and functional. Function was always prized above decoration. The garden 
contributed to the self-sufficiency of the farm. 
Once the owners had achieved a certain social status, they often invested in the house and 
farmstead. The garden in particular reflected the wealth of the occupants. In the early 19th 
century, ‘meandering’ gardens were fashionable. These incorporated features of the landscape 
style, such as ‘natural’ landscaping, in which winding paths led to pretty framed views and larger 
vistas. Its influence is also seen in a widening of the moat in front of the house to create a pond. If 
the owners really wanted a garden in the latest style, but there was too little space, they could 
select just a few elements from the landscape style, such as a copper beech in a corner of the 
property or a widening of the ditch on the road side. The most important landscape architect of this 
period in the region was Roodbaard (1782-1851). He designed gardens in the 18th century 
English garden style. There are still dozens of examples of his gardens and others inspired by him 
in Fryslân. Classic elements of the landscape style can still be found in these gardens, although 
now they may be mixed with popular elements such as decorative lime trees and formal flower 
borders. Many of the vegetable gardens and orchards have already disappeared. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.3.1.6:  Farmsteads near Hallum (source: Bonnekaart, KICH) 
 
The project 

To preserve the characteristic nature of the Frisian dwelling mound landscape – now and in the 
future – the province of Fryslân and Landscape Management Friesland decided to create a vision 
on the development of farmsteads from Wûnseradiel to Dongeradeel. The vision concerns all the 
farmsteads in the countryside. It takes the form of a step-by-step plan, which owners can use to 
give their farmstead a modern interpretation, while still helping to conserve the characteristic 
Frisian landscape. The aim of the project is not primarily to prescribe how things must be done, but 
rather to provide guidance and ideas for the owners, for example about whether to site new 
buildings at a distance from the old farm, or whether to build them close by in order to keep the 
farmstead compact. 
The vision distinguishes four ‘building blocks’ which can be used to assess the current position of 
the farmstead in the landscape and its design. Intermixing the building blocks produces different 
options for the redesign of the farmstead. The building blocks are:  

• The basic farmstead: the layout and features of the original farmhouse and surrounding 
grounds 

• The position of the farmstead: where and how it lies in the landscape 
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• The type of landscape: in the Frisian dwelling mound region, there are seven distinct sub-
regions, each with its own characteristics 

• The agri-type: this relates to the future development of the farmstead: the farmsteads are 
divided into five agri-types, depending on the expected future development, ranging from 
physical and spatial change (for example to scale up the existing farm business) to change 
of use (to residential or other non-agricultural use) 

 

 
 
Figure 3.3.1.7:  The basic farmstead: what characterizes the farmstead?  
 (source: Toekomst voor boerenerven, DHV) 
 
By going through a number of steps (questions) relating to the building blocks, the owners of a 
farmstead can decide for themselves how best to adapt it to their needs. The starting point is the 
basic farmstead and its condition, with all its historic elements and recent additions. Next the agri-
type is determined: what changes are being considered? Suppose the owners want to add extra 
animal housing to a modern farm. This would mean extending the farmstead. The best way in 
which to effect the extension is determined by the position of the farmstead – where it sits in the 
landscape. It matters, for example, whether the farmstead is isolated in open farmland or whether 
it now forms part of a ribbon development. The next consideration is the landscape type: what are 
the characteristic features of farmsteads in this landscape type, which should be taken into 
consideration when the farmstead is redesigned? What type of planting is used in this landscape 
type, how compact are the farmsteads and how are the farms distributed through the area? These 
building blocks taken together can give an indication of how best to go about redesigning the 
farmstead: whether or not to build on an artificial mound, whether or not to plant trees, keep close 
to the original farmstead or keep new buildings separate, create a separate access road or use an 
existing one, and so on. For example, by paying particular attention to the planting scheme, it is 
possible to restore the distinct boundaries of the farmstead, giving it its own special place in the 
open landscape. 
The examples worked out in the vision are intended to provide inspiration for the owners, who can 
have tailored plans made to suit their own situation. It also offers opportunities for individual 
interpretations of the farmstead itself. This meets the general objective of improving the Frisian 
landscape by giving the farmstead a distinct place in it.  
The basic principle for the project was that the occupants - farmers and new users - should have 
their say in the process. First, visits were made to around 140 farmsteads in the North of Fryslân. 
Once all the information about the farmsteads had been collected and organised, but before the 
vision was elaborated, it was considered important to consult with all those who would have to 
work with the plan. In this phase, workshops were organised, at which everyone involved (local 
and provincial councils, Landscape Management, LTO Noord, etc.), but particularly the owners of 
the farmsteads, could present their own views about how the farmstead should be interpreted. 
Models were used to help direct the process and made it possible to give concrete tailored advice 
about the design of the farmstead. 
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Figure 3.3.1.8:  Agri-type: which changes will occur, now or in the near future?  
 (source: Toekomst voor boerenerven, DHV) 
 

 
 
Figure 3.3.1.9:  The position of the farmstead in the surrounding landscape?  
 (source: Toekomst voor boerenerven, DHV) 
 

 
 
Figure 3.3.1.10:  Seven different types of landscape (source: Toekomst voor boerenerven, DHV) 
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Parties involved: The project was carried out from 2002 to 2004. It involved residents, landscape 
architects, local council managers and policy makers, LTO Noord (the Dutch farmers' and growers' 
organisation) and the National Service for Archaeology, Heritage Landscape and Monuments 
(RACM), as well as the Provincial Council and Landscape Management Friesland who 
commissioned it.  
 
Costs: The project was largely funded by a project subsidy from the Government’s Belvedere 
project. This is a national incentive scheme for developmental use of cultural heritage in spatial 
planning. The Province of Fryslân and Landscape Management Friesland also contributed to the 
costs, which totalled €134,215. 
 
Outcome 

The result of the project is a vision for the future, functional design of the farmstead, set out in a 
book and CD ROM, which will not only offer the occupants of the farmstead sufficient guidance to 
interpret the farm and surrounding property in a contemporary way, but will also help councils 
when drawing up local or regional planning programmes. Sometimes the best solution for 
incorporating new buildings into the existing landscape requires more building area than the 1- 1.5 
ha permitted by the local land-use plan. In such cases, it would be useful if the council included 
specific guidelines in the local land-use plan about how changes to farmsteads can be effected. 
Since a book and CD are no guarantee of future action, the project also included a communication 
phase. Information sessions were held and an exhibition was put on to make owners and users 
more aware of the significance of these old farm properties. This heightened public support for the 
project, increasing the likelihood that the vision will be realised. 
 
Conclusion 

Similar developments concerning farmsteads can be seen everywhere, not just in the Netherlands. 
The vulnerability of the landscape to such developments varies, but creating a vision and a step-
by-step plan can provide the necessary guidance to steer things in the right direction. When the 
Province of Fryslân is involved in plans to expand farmsteads, it provides advice based on this 
vision. Some farmsteads have recently been developed in accordance with these new guidelines.  
Practically all the occupants of the farmsteads were willing to take part in the research. The 
researchers noted that most were proud of their properties, and many had lived there for 
generations. Many families still had old photographs of how the farmstead used to look.  
 
Sources 

Authors: Patricia Braaksma and Dré van Marrewijk, with thanks to Marina Fermo (Province of 
Fryslân). 
 
Toekomst voor Boerenerven; visie (The future of farmsteads; Vision). Marije Schuurman, Harriët 
Walinga and Jan Bouman, DHV Advisory Group on Water, Nature and Space, 2004. Drawn up in 
collaboration with Vestigia Archeologie en Cultuurhistorie and the Greet Bierema Bureau. 
Onmiskenbaar Fries. (Unmistakeably Frisian) Article in the Leeuwarder Courant, 14 August 2004, 
by Louis Westhof. 
Boerenerven in het Friese terpengebied. Description of the pilot project on the website 
www.belvedere.nu. 
Een tweede jeugd voor boerderij en erf. (A second youth for farm and farmstead). A guide for 
organisations and councils seeking to improve the agricultural heritage in their region. 
Projectbureau Belvedere, 2006. 
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3.3.2  Modern Barns in Characteristic Regional Style in Noord-Groningen 
 
Introduction 

The land in the Wadden Sea Region of the Netherlands is primarily given over to agriculture and 
therefore any agricultural development will have considerable influence on the appearance and 
aesthetic value of the landscape. 
Expansion in scale, increasing mechanisation, new crops and changing working processes mean 
that the area’s traditional barns are often no longer compatible with efficient farming. Farmers want 
new barns suited to modern practice, and many new potato sheds and livestock barns have been 
built in recent years that look very different from their traditional predecessors. These new barns 
impact on the historic landscape and lack the characteristic regional style of the old barns. They 
are often huge and built from materials and painted in colours that ill fit with the landscape and 
existing farm buildings. The construction of these new barns contributes to the loss of regional 
identity. 
The agricultural nature and landscape society Wierde & Dijk in Noord-Groningen believes that it is 
important for new barns to fit in with the landscape and to be in harmony with existing historical 
buildings. Culture and history have determined the form, character, colour, land use and building 
style. The challenge is how this characteristic regional identity can be incorporated as an extra 
dimension in the whole design and building process. Wierde & Dijk has therefore developed a 
characteristic standard barn, which is in keeping with the regional building style and at the same 
time suits modern agricultural business practice. Wierde & Dijk wants this project to contribute to 
preserving the characteristic Groningen man-made landscape, not by imitating the past, but by 
attempting to develop a new standard barn, that is characteristic for the region. 
 
The historic landscape 

The landscape in the far north of the Province of Groningen consists partly of very old polders, in 
which the landscape is characterised by ancient dwelling-mound villages, scattered dairy farms 
and pastures, whilst along the coastline is a succession of newly reclaimed polders, separated by 
parallel dikes, where widely scattered arable farms predominate. 
In the present landscape, old centres of habitation like Middag, Humsterland and the southern part 
of the Marne, are characterised by their relatively small scale, with small dwelling-mound villages 
and irregular plots. The many depressions in the landscape indicate the course of old channels. 
Towards the north, field patterns becomes more regular. There is a clear distinction between the 
old centres of habitation and the salt marsh bars of Pieterburen and Westernieland, which can be 
clearly seen in the field pattern. The polders reclaimed from the sea in recent times are even more 
regular, added to the old dryland layer by layer. Where the old dikes have been preserved in 
particular, a very characteristic landscape is created contrasting sharply with the dwelling-mound 
landscape behind it. This landscape is punctuated by large Groningen farmsteads, surrounded by 
densely planted grounds.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.3.2.1: Pieterburen and Westernieland around 1900 (source: Bonnekaart, KICH) 
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The traditional farmhouse style in the Dutch Wadden Sea Region belongs to the Frisian farmhouse 
style, although there are regional differences in layout and form, which developed due to changes 
in agricultural use. The similarities lie in the roof construction and in the integration of the original 
long low cattle barn and the old hay barn into one farmhouse. When farmers on the Groningen sea 
clay began specialising in arable farming, the typical Groningen farmstead was created with its 
own characteristics. These farms often consist of two barns sited next to each other to meet the 
need for large storage space for the harvested crop. Barns in Noord-Groningen were traditionally 
thatched, with a few rows of tiling above the guttering. The outer brickwork is of red Groningen 
brick. The wooden guttering and window frames are white. The doors are green and the 
decorative wooden gable panel, or uilenbord, is painted green and white. The colours are in 
harmony with the planting around the property. In the Oldambt area, which is also devoted to 
arable farming, the farmhouses have a ridge running continuously over the farm’s living quarters, 
with the side walls rising in steps. The farm’s status was reflected in the number of windows, and 
whether it had a front step or garden. The living quarters at the front of the building formed a whole 
with the barns located at the rear. The development of separating the barns from the farmhouse is 
a relatively recent change. These barns generally no longer bear the typical characteristics of the 
region. 
 
The project 

The Groningen countryside is continually changing, partly due to the demands made on farm 
buildings and property design by modern farming, which old building cannot meet. In recent 
decades many properties have been extended to include modern barns. Farmers generally chose 
the cheaper and more functional standard barn, examples of which can be found on farms all over 
the Netherlands. These barns are functional, but form a blot on the landscape. The new standard 
models of barn are ill-suited to the man-made landscape of Groningen, not only because of their 
shape, size, material and colour, but because they are often placed in the open countryside, so 
damaging the character of the landscape.  
 
The development of a modern but regional architectural style involves the inclusion of specific 
regional characteristics from the past and incorporating these in new designs for housing, animal 
housing, barns and outhouses. A great deal of differentiation can be achieved in the detail:- for 
instance by the addition of shutters, the use of specific colours and materials, and in the siting and 
orientation of the buildings. The planting scheme around the property also plays an important role. 
The windbreaks of trees around the large farmsteads in the broad Groningen landscape largely 
determines the character of the region. In order to improve the scenic value of the landscape, the 
Wierde & Dijk project aimed to develop a design strategy for barns in the Groningen landscape 
and to realise them on several sites on the basis of Groningen references. 
 

               
 
Figure 3.3.2.2:  Standard barn (bron: www.hoogeland.org) 
 
Figure 3.3.2.3:  Regional architectural style (bron: www.hoogeland.org) 
 
The project was carried out by Bureau ARTèS, in close collaboration with a landscape architect 
from Bureau Greet Bierema and representatives of the organisation for agriculture and horticulture 
LTO Noord Projecten, and the farmers involved. In addition, the information desk Duurzaam 
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Bouwen, project bureau LEADER+ for Hoogeland and Lauwersland and the Provincial 
government of Groningen were also involved in the project.  
 
The design strategy was devised using the following steps 

• identifying and defining regional identity, to be included in the whole design process  
• establishing ground rules and conditions for building farm property (design methodology for 

farm property) 
• establishing the characteristics of Groningen barns, such as architecture, use of colour, 

nature and position of outbuildings (design methodology for farm outbuildings)  
• elaboration of a design methodology for a number of locations. 

 

 
 
Figure 3.3.2.4:  Design of a machine barn (source: www.hoogeland.org) 
 
The project was carried out from 1 November 2001 to1 November 2003. The implementation costs 
totalled EUR 145,000, funded by project subsidy schemes Belvedere, LEADER+ and the Province 
of Groningen. 
 
Outcome 

The project Agrarisch Landschappelijk Bouwen (construction in the agricultural landscape) has 
resulted in the design of a characteristic standard barn, which was developed for six actual 
locations. Three barns have been built, a multi-functional barn by Wiersema in Godlinze, a 
machinery and equipment barn for the Rietema family in Pieterburen and an open cattle barn by 
Timmer in Stedum. One of the barns includes an exhibition space.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.3.2.5:  Multifunctional barn in Godlinze (photo: Wiersema) 
 
The results of this project can be seen in the book Agrarisch Landschappelijk Bouwen in het 
“Wierde & Dijk” landschap; Bouwen met het landschap als uitgangspunt”. It is a richly illustrated 
book for practical use, setting out how it is possible to create a link to the traditional barns with 
modern structures. There is also a folder about the project. The Queen’s Commissioner in the 
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Province of Groningen, Hans Alders, officially opened one of the new barns and a special session 
was organised so that designers, builders, farmers and public officials were introduced to the 
concept of construction in the agricultural landscape.  
 
 

 
 
Figure 3.3.2.6:  Machine barn in Pieterburen (photo: Henk Sas) 
 
 

 
 
Figure 3.3.2.7:  Open cattle barn in Stedum (photo: Jan H.F. Giezen) 
 
 

Conclusion 

There is much interest and enthusiasm for this project, but a number of obstacles have to be 
overcome before it can be applied structurally. The costs of the modern barn with regional 
characteristics compared to the standard barn used throughout the country are currently too high 
to win most farmers over. Wierde & Dijk is having discussions with potential subsidy providers for 
the extra costs. The society is also in consultation with builders of standard barns about having 
these characteristic standard barns included in their catalogues. 
 
Sources 

Author: Dré van Marrewijk, with special thanks to Jan Meijering (Province of Groningen) 
 
Agrarisch landschappelijk bouwen in Noord-Groningen. Description of the pilot project on 
www.belvedere.nu. 
Bouwen in het buitengebied. Spatial planning dossier on www.belvedere.nu. 
Waddenland. Landschap en cultureel erfgoed in de Waddenzeeregio, 2001. Lancewad Nederland. 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality & Publisher Noordboek. 
http://www.wierde-en-dijk.nl/projecten/landschap_bouwen.html 
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3.3.3  Integrierte Station Unterelbe im Elbmarschenhaus  
 
Introduction 

The lower Elbmarschen stretch from the town of Wedel near Hamburg to the Wadden Sea 
National Park is a riverine marsh located along the northern banks of the Elbe River. This 
landscape has a distinctive historic, cultural and natural background which creates an area of 
exceptional beauty and diverse possibilities for recreation. Behind the protective sea walls the 
landscape was largely influenced by agriculture, which supplies the metropolitan region of 
Hamburg with vegetables, fruit, dairy products, meat and many other goods. Within the 
LancewadPlan-Project the landscapes in the project area are described and characterised as the 
landscape entities of Kremper and Wilster Marsch and Haseldorfer Marsch.  
 

Figure 3.3.3.1:  The marshes of the Elbe River with the area of activity of the Integrierte Station 
Unterelbe (yellow) 

 
This region is aiming at a development towards a recreational space for the metropolitan region of 
Hamburg on the basis of its genuine cultural and natural landscape. This will promote the local 
economy and is supposed to open up new perspectives of income for farmers. In addition, it 
became necessary to assign Natura2000 areas. 
 
Proposal 

The Integrierte Station Unterelbe has been conceived as an engine to propel this development by 
promoting nature conservation, tourism and agriculture, by using existing synergies and by 
diminishing local conflicts in the marshes of the Elbe River.  
 
The historic landscape 

The estuary of the Elbe River provides, besides the Wadden Sea, the main contribution of 
Schleswig-Holstein to the European system of protected areas and continues in Lower Saxony 
and Hamburg. The Haseldorfer Marsch boasts with the Bandreißerei, a craft using local willow 
rods for cooperage, the Binsenmahd, i.e. juncus mowing in the marshes, and fruit-growing, as well 
as some cultural historic peculiarities otherwise unknown in the project area.  
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Figure 3.3.3.2:  Bandreißer straightening out previously split rods 
 
The project 

The Integrierte Station Unterelbe project aims to promote tourism and nature conservation in 
collaboration with agriculture. The initial concept for the foundation of a coordinating institution 
began in 2000, followed by an intensive process of discussion until the opening of the station in 
spring 2006. The location, called the Elbmarschenhaus, was a topic for considerable discussion 
between 2001 and 2003, as about 12 proposals were handed in by the municipalities. This 
process has had a positive effect on the whole project as a competition for the position of the 
institution stresses the acceptance of the concept within the region. The municipalities have 
created an administration unit in order to ensure a long-term financing of the project and of tourism 
promotion. Other local organisations and interest groups accompany the project via a society 
under public law (ISU e.V.) or co-operate loosely with the Integrierte Station Unterelbe.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.3.3.3:  The Elbmarschenhaus 
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The main sponsor is a broad alliance of the local towns and municipalities, the county of 
Pinneberg and the state of Schleswig-Holstein as well as local groups. The core of the project 
consists of a satellite station of the Landesamt für Natur und Umwelt (LANU) – the state agency 
for nature and environment -, of the nature sanctuary station Haseldorf of the Naturschutzbund 
(NABU) and the management of the Verein Tourismus in der Marsch (TiM e.V.). 
 
The Integrierte Station Unterelbe fosters historic forms of land use and crafts like the above 
mentioned Bandreißerei, Binsenmahd and fruit-growing. For instance, tThe station organises the 
festival of Holsteiner Apfeltage, during which historic landscape aspects are promoted. For the 
Binsenmahd, the station has participated in the application for permission for mowing. The station 
runs the Obstgarten Haseldorf, a public collection of historic, and mainly local, fruit cultivars. Vast 
nature protection areas are sited in front of the dike line of 1962, predominantly maintained as 
extensive pasture, a form of land use which is strongly supported by the station, even though it 
has no immediate influence and responsibility. Nature protection and conservation of cultural 
landscape share the same goals in this case. 
 
Project partners 

Landesamt für Natur und Umwelt (LANU) 
Kreis Pinneberg 
Naturschutzbund (NABU) 
Integrierte Station Unterelbe (ISU) e.V. 
Verein Tourismus in der Marsch (TiM e.V.) 
 
Contact 
Bernd-Ulrich Netz 
Phone ++49 (0)4129 - 955 4912 
Mobile ++49 (0)152-04837143  
Manager for Tourism 
 

Max Triphaus 
Phone ++49 (0)4129 - 955 4916  
Hauptstraße 26  
D-25489 Haseldorf  
info@elbmarschenhaus.de 
Fax ++49 (0)4129-955 4920  

 
Potential impacts on the landscape 

Extensive use of pastures and meadows preserves historic landscape aspects which otherwise 
underlie a strong pressure for development caused by structural chance especially in agriculture. 
Promotion of tourism enhances the demand for local products and interest in cultural heritage. 
This can result in strengthening of local particularities like fruit-growing and in preserving, at least 
for museums, historic forms of land use like Bandreißerei, a profession using local willow trees for 
cooperage.  
 
Outcome 

The variety of tourist offers has been enhanced significantly and numerous top performers in 
tourism have joined the tourist organisation (TiM e.V.). The number of visitors has obviously 
increased, even though exact figures are not available. Discussions about measures in nature 
protection are on a much more functional level and the acceptance of these actions has improved. 
Activities have preserved historic crafts and land uses that would otherwise have become extinct. 
The station has also successfully supported the extensive re-use of about 10 acres of area, 
designated for ecological succession, as pasture.  
 
Conclusion 

Mutual acceptance is the basis of successful co-operation, which can be achieved easier when all 
stakeholders are involved on the long-term and when personal and financial resources can be 
ensured, as it is the case with the Integrierten Station Unterelbe. 
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3.3.4  Act for the Protection and Maintenance of Hedgerows 
 
Introduction 

Hedgerows on the high moraines of the Wadden Sea Region of Schleswig-Holstein (such as on 
Föhr and to the north of Husum) were usually planted on low earth banks as field boundaries in 
order to divide fields or separate the field from the roads. In addition, they prevent wind erosion of 
the top-soil and provided a permanent source of wood in an area where trees are traditionally 
scarce. The owners of these hedgerows have maintained them for generations and kept them as 
very typical linear element of the landscape, even though often not realized as a human-made 
feature. Modern industrial agriculture, however, has developed a need for ever-larger fields for the 
effective use of machines. Therefore, since the end of the 19th century and especially since the 
2nd World War, many of the hedgerows and the earth banks were removed during the course of 
scale enlargement measures for the fields and the consolidation of farming programmes. For 
example, the overall length of hedgerows in Schleswig-Holstein was reduced from about 75 000 
km in 1950 to about 45 000 km in 1995. This happened despite a regulation against the removal 
and destruction of hedgerows introduced in 1935. Few new hedges were planted in compensation. 
The time of consolidation of farming programmes, which change the landscape into large scale, 
homogeneous structures has ended, and awareness has grown that landscape elements like the 
hedgerows are crucial parts of the traditional landscape character. 
 
Proposal 

A first protection regime for hedges was presented in the Landscape Maintenance Act of 1973, 
followed by the implementation of the succeeding State Nature Protection Act in 1993 which 
included strong protection of hedgerows and much reduced the possibilities for hedgerow removal. 
However, more practicable regulations, particularly regarding maintenance, were important, as 
many hedgerows were slowly destroyed by inappropriate methods of hedge laying and cutting 
back, browsing by farm animals, usage of herbicides and ploughing at the edges of the supporting 
earth banks. In 1996 a so-called hedgerow decree was issued in Schleswig-Holstein which 
regulated the maintenance of the hedges. However, the cutting back and laying of the hedgerows 
proved rather costly for the owners as the cut wood had no market at the time. The decree was 
detailed, encompassing definition, lists of allowed and forbidden actions, penalties and 
compensation measures.  
 
The historic landscape 

The tradition of hedgerows as field boundaries can be found all over Europe as they provide an 
effective, multifunctional and relatively easily maintained barrier, when only laid every 10 or so 
years. However, hedgerows and trees planted on low earth banks, are mostly found in north-
western Germany, The Netherlands, Denmark and Devon, Cornwall and parts of Wales since 
early modern time, to divide and rearrange commons and fields in the course of land 
consolidation, in contrast to the medieval use of hedgerows as field boundaries elsewhere. In the 
Wadden Sea area of North Frisia this happened only in the late 18th and during the 19th century. 
From then on the landowner was responsible for his land and had to see that his farm animals 
didn’t damage other people’s property. Dense hedgerows on earth banks were an appropriate 
means. The banks were heaped up of spoil out of two parallel ditches, often mixed with stones 
from the fields. In order to increase their density against the penetration of farm animals, the wood 
on one side of the stem was cut away in line with the course of the hedge and each remaining 
stem was then laid down towards the horizontal to form a natural fence. As historic field 
boundaries, existing hedgerows or remaining trees of former hedges help in reconstructing the 
historical fieldscape and settlement structure of the 19th century, which was locally strongly 
influenced by regulations of succesion, ownership of land and also political structures.  
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The project 

The amendment of the State Nature Protection Act of Schleswig-Holstein (LNatSchG-SH) in 2003 
integrated a paragraph on hedgerows (§ 15 b) which was supposed to treat the maintenance and 
protection of hedgerows in a more appropriate way to meet new requirements, scientific standards 
and the political circumstances of the time. The irritating situation of two acts for one issue was 
finally solved when the original hedgerow decree was abolished in 2005, which, in fact, even 
aggravated some regulations for owners. Included in the Act were all earth banks and hedgerows, 
created for the original purpose of the hedges, which eventually gave the cultural and historic 
aspect of hedgerows, besides their importance as habitats and visual landscape elements, an 
important position. They and their immediate area were now protected from removal or reduction. 
Hedge-laying became mandatory for the owner every 10-15 years and only limited exceptions 
were allowed. 
The latest amendment of the State Nature Protection Act was only implemented in February 2007, 
abolishing now totally the detailed definitions, instructions and regulations on hedgerows for 
treatment amongst other types of biotopes. Even though hedges are still protected, compensation 
measures, for instance, are now more readily accepted.  
 
Responsible institutions 

Ministry for Environment of the Federal State of Schleswig-Holstein 
Ministry of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Areas (MLUR) of the Federal State of Schleswig-
Holstein (since 2005) 
 
Potential impacts on the landscape 

• Preservation of an important structural element of historic landscape of the late 18th and 
early 19th century. 

• New hedgerows on places of historic boundaries, but more often in places more suitable 
for modern agriculture.  

 
Outcome 

The regulation has probably helped the preservation of hedgerows and maintenance with 
appropriate, close to historic methods. Hence, these hedgerows, or at least remains of them, are 
still a major factor and typical for the landscape of Schleswig-Holstein in general and, with respect 
to the Wadden Sea Region, the area around Schobüll in particular. Other regions, like 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, have almost totally lost these historic field boundaries. No exact 
evaluations are known, especially as it is difficult to totally assign the preservation of existing 
historic hedges only to the hedgerow act, as land consolidation programmes also ended in the 
1970s.  
Newly created hedges for compensation reasons are harmful to the historic landscape, as they 
have a totally different historic and scientific value than hedgerows as historic elements and 
therefore tend to fake a historic situation. In addition new hedges have also often proven unable to 
cover the same range of wildlife and plant habitations connected as the original. 
 
Conclusion 

Detailed and specific regulations can help to preserve an endangered type of monument or historic 
element, but always need to be accompanied by financial support and compensation for the 
stakeholders, as well as concepts for building awareness, in order to return responsibility for the 
maintenance to the owners. Responsibility for the management of the hedgerows has been 
returned to the owners with the latest amendment of the nature protection act, but a sufficient 
awareness and esteem on behalf of stakeholders of the value of these hedges, to compensate for 
the regulation act, is not sufficiently perceptible.  
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3.3.5  The Gulf House Project 
 
Introduction 

Gulf houses are one of the main characteristics of the Eastern Frisian landscape in Lower Saxony. 
This building type, together with variations of the type, are also known from the coastal areas in 
the Netherlands and in Schleswig-Holstein, but are completely absent in the Elbe-Weser region of 
Cuxhaven and Stade, where the traditional Saxon farm types still persist.  
The adaptation of the gulf houses to a prospering early modern agricultural economy, by creating 
very large storage capacities, makes it difficult to find alternative functions appropriate to such 
large buildings. By focusing on the cultural values of this building type the project aimed at 
awareness building and gave impetus to gaining governmental financial support. 
 
 

 
 
Figure 3.3.5.1:  The starting point: gulf houses endangered – their loss of function as farmsteads 

leads to decay 
 
The historic landscape 

Gulf houses are a special type of farm-house based on examples of medieval barn types from 
monasteries or castles. Large in-lying timber frameworks made huge central storage capacities 
from ground-level up into the roof possible; cow stables were placed along the outer walls of the 
barn.  
 
 

                 
Figure 3.3.5.2:  Schematic ground plan of a gulf house showing living and working parts 
 
Figure 3.3.5.3:  Gulf construction aimed at large storage room 
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Gulf barns and gulf houses originated in early modern times. Their development correlates with an 
increase in the possibilities of marshland agriculture during the period of a flourishing market 
based on the growing demands of the young and expanding cities. 
 
The oldest gulf barns in the Krummhörn date to the end of the 16th century. The first gulf houses, 
consisting of a stone house and a barn joined together, are known from the second half of the 17th 
century. These were, even then, imposing in size, although they still featured relatively small living 
quarters in the traditional stone houses. They subsequently expanded further, increasing in size 
(up to about 60 m in length) during the last two thirds of the 19th century, as a result of the strong 
growth in the agricultural economy. Their architectonic form also gained in stature, now boasting 
living quarters incorporating two storeys, and utilising late classical and historical building forms. 
 

             
 
Figure 3.3.5.4:  Large gulf house with asymmetrical front from Petkum near Emden 
 
Figure 3.3.5.5:  Impressive gulf house with two-storeyed living quarters from Wolthusen near Emden 
 
Today the gulf houses are in decline. Due to the concentration and amalgamation of agricultural 
enterprises, the preservation of the barns – especially those no longer required for farming – 
became a problem. 
 
The project 

In the second half of the 20th century the State Services of Monument Care were increasingly 
confronted with problems concerning preservation of large farm houses that were no longer 
needed in their specialized form or in their existing numbers. Changing agrarian practices and 
concentration processes led to diminishing interest in preservation of the heritage. Modernizing 
was not seen as compatible with the conservation of these old large buildings. 
There always was a dynamic development of the typical gulf house type, but today the signs are 
set for the destruction of a long tradition and therefore a loss in regional identity. Monument care 
tries to sponsor alternative uses for abandoned farmsteads, but the gulf houses present specific 
problems. Interested people are faced with high remodeling costs because of the large room areas 
(about 6,000 m3) and roof surfaces (about 1,500 m2) involved. Best practice would be finding a 
new agrarian use for the gulf houses. Therefore solutions have to be identified which demonstrate 
how modern practice can usefully be integrated with these historic buildings. Good ideas must be 
developed and publicized in order to convince the gulf house owners, that the preservation of 
these monuments could be in their own interest. 
 
The gulf house project of the Lower Saxon State Service of Monument Care started with an 
inventory and documentation of the monuments. This scientific work functions partly as an 
awareness raising exercise in demonstrating the quality of the cultural heritage. Also, out of the 
insights gained, problems of preservation and restoration are tackled together with building experts 
from the Fachhochschule Oldenburg or with the “Arbeitskreis Baugestaltung” of the Eastern 
Frisian Landscape. The knowledge gathered in the project serves as a basis for state financial 
support or EU agrarian subsidizing measures. 
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Figure 3.3.5.6:  Gulf house in Bagband 
 
Figure 3.3.5.7:  Decay often begins with damaged roofs 
 
Outcome 

The project certainly does not solve the problems faced, but it has helped in awareness building 
with gulf house owners and with architects planning alternative functions for these structures. 
Within cultural heritage management, best practices and well-founded opinions about typical 
features that were considered worth preserving were successfully transferred. 
The documentation work resulted in a dissertation about the gulf house landscape in the 
Krummhörn region by Wolfgang Rüther (available as internet file also). 
 
Sources 

Author: Volker Gläntzer adapted by Jan Joost Assendorp. 
Figures: Niedersächsisches Landesamt für Denkmalpflege 
 
Gulfhöfe in Not. Aus der Arbeit der Bau- und Kunstdenkmalpflege in Niedersachsen 7, 1992 (flyer 
by Volker Gläntzer, Niedersächsisches Landesamt für Denkmalpflege) 
Vollmer, M. e.a., Lancewad. Landscape and Cultural Heritage in the Wadden Sea Region – 
Project Report (CWSS 2001), p. 206/207 and map No. 15 
Rüther, W., Hausbau zwischen Landes- und Wirtschaftsgeschichte. Die Bauernhäuser der 
Krummhörn vom 16. bis zum 20. Jahrhundert. Diss. Münster 1999 
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3.3.6  Cultural Landscape and Heritage as a Lever – Accessing Resources Example 
 
Introduction 

The Wash hinterland has the highest concentration of Grade 1 and 2 agricultural soils in the 
country. This supports a diverse and productive farming sector and related processing and 
packing industry. Crops include bulbs, cut flowers, salad, vegetables, cereals and more recently, 
biomass species for biofuels. It has over the centuries developed into the most important area for 
food production in the country, and this is evidenced today by the numerous windmills that help 
define the vertical element of the cultural landscape, although these are in varying states of 
condition.  
 
There is limited livestock farming left in the area, but where it does exist, it captures the image of 
times past when the large flocks and herds supported by the area financed the riches that we see 
in the cultural landscape today – many fine and ornate medieval buildings: parish churches, 
farmsteads, and around the historic ports where goods were traded, fine townhouses. The 
marshes, saltmarsh and coastal grazing marshes on the land side of the sea banks (dykes), 
supported the livestock. The summer saltmarsh grazing defines the seasons on The Wash, now 
and throughout the past. 

 
Figure 3.3.6.1:  Gedney Parish Church. Courtesy of Fens Tourism 
 
In the farmland today is evidence of past activities, particularly of salt making, which expanded 
considerably towards the end of the Iron Age/early Roman period, particularly in South Holland 
around Spalding. Salt making continued through to medieval times where it developed as a major 
industry along the numerous havens and coastal areas, and the subsequent sea banks (dykes) 
have lead to the fossilisation of resultant undulating landscapes, or salterns.  
 
The land drainage and reclamation of the area which has seen the water levels and maritime 
extent also adds to the complexity and diversity of the cultural landscape. The modern day usage 
of and management of water resources can become an issue for those landscape elements reliant 
on water for their well-being. 
More recently the cultural landscape has developed a new element through the bulb and cut-
flower industry. Although the associated infrastructure such as glasshouses can significantly 
impact upon historic character and buildings, the area became famous for its large fields full of a 
multitude of colour. It is now considered an area of concern as small family business lose out in a 
global market, and there are less and less fields of flowers with urban creep encroaching into the 
countryside. There was once a time when hundreds of coach loads of visitors would trail around 
the country lanes, allowing for photographic stops of ‘tulips with a picturesque church in the 
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background’. This resulted in the Spalding Flower Festival and all the churches opening for flower 
festivals which pumped funds into the churches which then maintained them.  
Within the farmland there are further interesting features in terms of its archaeology, built and 
cultural heritage that all contribute to the overall  cultural land and seascapes of The Wash.  

 
Figure 3.3.6.2:  Working landscape, a more recent addition to the cultural landscape 
 Courtesy of: Fens Toursim 
 
Legislation background 

As described within The Wash best practice on Friskney Decoy, the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 1979, supports a formal system of Scheduled Monument Consent for 
any work to a designated monument. Class consent 1 permits continued use of the land in its 
present regime if that has been the practice for 5 years or more. Scheduling does protect against 
most activities and the planning process through national planning policy protects the majority of 
sites against development. It should be noted that the UK Government are currently consulting 
through the Heritage White Paper on reviewing how protection of all heritage assets – scheduled 
battlefields, scheduled ancient monuments, their settings, etc, - is managed. 
 
Proposal 

To work with the farming industry to protect and enhance the cultural landscape and provide 
opportunities for raising awareness of our cultural heritage through offering various incentives and 
environmental stewardship schemes. 
 
Project partners and funding 

Environmental Stewardship 
Environmental Stewardship, the new agri-environment scheme within the country, is where 
payments are made to land managers for a ten year environmental management agreement. It 
has three elements to it: 

• Entry Level – a whole farm scheme open to all. 
• Organic Entry Level – a whole farm scheme open to those who manage all or part of their 

land organically, as long as the farm is not receiving the aid from other relevant organic 
schemes. 

• Higher Level – combined with the above options, it aims to deliver significant environmental 
benefits in high priority situations and areas. It is discretionary and concentrates on more 
complex types of management with agreements being tailored to that set of circumstances. 

 
The aim of all of these is to help improve water quality, reduce soil erosion, improve conditions for 
farmland wildlife, protect the historic environment and maintain and enhance landscape character. 
In the Higher Level Scheme it also aims to promote public access and their understanding of the 
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countryside, with two further secondary aims of the conservation of genetic resources and flood 
risk management. 
 
Payments in regards to the historic and landscape features that are attributes to local 
distinctiveness or are in significant numbers, include for maintaining and enhancing archaeological 
sites, traditional buildings, designed landscape such as parkland. This recognises that changes in 
agricultural practices have damaged and destroyed many of these features or resulted in their 
dereliction, and that they are an important part of recording our cultural development and local 
character. Types of management included are for example:  

• removing areas of archaeological interest out of cultivation via actions like halting 
ploughing and allowing arable reversion by natural regeneration to grassland which is then 
grazed or mowed 

• add buffer strips around sensitive features such as decoys, waterways/bodies and ancient 
trees 

• maintain high water levels to protect archaeology 
• restore or enhance traditional water meadows, historic landscape character hedgerows, 

traditional orchards and designed water bodies such as mill ponds 
• maintenance and restoration of coastal saltmarsh including establishing traditional 

extensive grazing or livestock exclusion where not traditional or is damaging 
•  re-creation of inter-tidal and saline habitats on arable land, and 
• maintenance, restoration and creation of fen 

 
Natural England is the national agency who oversee the environmental stewardship awards to 
farmers, and in some cases the farmers are helped to complete their applications to the various 
schemes by the Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group based on a county administration system. If a 
farmer enters into an Environmental Stewardship agreement, it is with the Secretary of State. 
 
Leader+ approach 

Within The Wash hinterlands there are two Leader+ programmes. The Lincolnshire Fenland and 
Fens LeAP Leader+ programmes both source funds through Europe, which are then matched 
nationally by The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, and locally by Lincolnshire 
County Council, and other local authorities dependent on the project. Every individual project will 
involve further match resources from a wealth of organisations, businesses and individuals. The 
Leader+ programme is European wide and is an initiative that is targeted at supporting and 
invigorating rural communities and economies. The latest Leader programme is coming to end, 
and in the future it will be mainstreamed within the European Rural Development Programme. 
The Lincolnshire Fenland programme focuses on the horticultural sector and the associated 
cultural heritage within the Fens. The programme has funded a suite of projects that have ensured 
that all age groups have a good understanding of the industry in terms of its impacts on the 
landscape and how it has influenced our culture. They have also funded projects that have trialled 
innovative ways to secure the smaller growers’ future. Projects that have been supported include:  

• the re-invigoration of the Spalding Flower Parade which secured a market for local growers 
as well as providing a visitor and community event based on cultural heritage 

• bulb museum that describes the rise of the industry in the area and how it brought wealth 
including ensuring railways stayed open and the building stock maintained 

• environmental best practice in managing horticultural businesses including tackling climate 
change and its potential implications for the area 

• local delegated grants for local community groups and businesses to put on events that 
celebrate or re-invigorate the Fens, Food, Flowers and Festivals of the area 

• young people learning through trans-national and local experiences about the 
environmental issues facing the natural and cultural assets of the area 

 
 



Handbook Best Practise Examples page 91 

 
Figure 3.3.6.3:  Young people visit an organic farm and learn of the consequences for the local 

landscape and importance of extensive grazing. Courtesy of Reka Bodna 
 
Saltmarsh grazing 

The Wash Estuary Strategy Group co-ordinate The Wash Agricultural and Horticulture Working 
Group, where information is disseminated on various opportunities available directly to individual 
land managers and owners. The partnership also help land managers and owners access funds 
direct via applying on their behalf and the administering the funds. One such project that is being 
developed as a result of this relates to establishing some kind of network and brand for beef 
grazed on the saltmarsh. This traditional summertime activity has happened in the area for 
hundreds of years, and defines the seasonal character of the landscape, it also maintains the link 
for the individual graziers with their own local ancestry where families have practiced this through 
the generations.  
 
Consultation 

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs consulted widely on what should be 
included within the environmental stewardship schemes, and will continue to consult with 
stakeholders as the schemes and their targets evolve overtime. Also, through the national and 
regional consultation on the next phase of European Rural Development Programme and 
Frameworks stakeholders have fed into how funds are split and targeted. 
The bottom-up approach practiced within the Leader+ programmes, ensures local people are 
directly involved with project initiation, decision-making and development. It is more than 
consultation; it is a mechanism for local ownership of progress and achievement. 
The Wash Estuary Strategy Group through the working group and various other activities provide 
a constant mechanism for local people to feed into their work and they provide an information 
basis for the Project Officer to feed into more strategic levels of consultation.  
 
Potential impacts on the cultural land and seascape 

• Farming activities can be harming to cultural assets of the landscape, such as ploughing 
damages the archaeological landscape like Roman settlements, roddons (former river 
channel) and barrows. Within The Wash hinterlands, on the Norfolk side, one of the first 
farmers to achieve an agreement for a Higher Level Scheme is allowing an area of salterns 
to revert to grassland which will be extensively grazed along with the traditionally grazed 
saltmarsh. 

• Sustainable water level management is critical for the protection and enhancement of the 
cultural landscape in terms of halting desiccation which can lead to land shrinkage and 
drying of peat structures within the soil so they collapse, it may also unearth new sites. 
Another recent applicant to the Higher Level Scheme in The Wash hinterlands of Norfolk 
has re-established wet grassland behind the outer sea bank (dyke) as well as continuing 
extensive grazing of the saltmarsh. 
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• The environmental stewardship options being offered to land managers and owners 
provide a positive incentive for them to take the sustainable management of the cultural 
landscape into account in day to day practices. 

• Water level abstraction to feed the needs of the south east and the farming community is 
placing at risk the cultural landscapes of The Wash project area, so encouraging farmers 
locally to practice sustainable water level management may help offset this. 

• Funding bids can lead to raised expectations that then are not met as the applications can 
be rejected, which leads to the goodwill that was created faltering if alternative routes are 
not quickly found. Where resources are still not found, partners may become disinterested 
and not even look to more simple routes to achieve the best for the cultural landscape. It is 
better to be realistic from the outset so that expectations do not exceed the reality of the 
opportunity. 

 
Outcome 

• Climate change will present a new series of issues to tackle and/or exacerbate already 
existing issues, such as those relating to this area being classified as a semi-arid zone 
now. The resources being offered to the land managers and owners now will help them 
prepare for this, and hopefully result in less damage being inflicted on the cultural 
landscape.  

• Through providing a suite of incentives to be pro-active in the management of the cultural 
landscape, a greater audience will be captured resulting in a wider area being managed 
sensitively.  

• Greater understanding of the cultural landscape and its management will lead to raised 
awareness about its special qualities that ultimately may build capacity in a wider group of 
people to take action to protect and enhance elements of it or to work with others so they 
can take the action.  

 
Conclusion 

It is hard to see in such a rich soil area how wider countryside character could be actively 
managed without incentives for people to do so. Hopefully once they have been shown the value 
of the element they manage, they will instinctively continue beyond the incentive period to do so. It 
is important to ensure there are a variety of options open to land managers and owners to capture 
the most customers in proactive cultural landscape management, and through encouraging them 
to tell their story to a variety of others then slowly this will have a greater effect than just that 
specific location. It is also important to recognise at a local level what communities consider to be 
part of their cultural landscape, such as seasonality, so that this can be built into relevant 
programmes, because rarely is it the case that ‘one fits all’. 
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3.4 Nature Conservation 

3.4.1  Operation Engsnarre (Operation Corncrake) 
 

 
 
Figure 3.4.1.1:  The marsh meadows along the lower parts of Varde Å (stream) are the natural habitat 

of the corncrake (crex crex). The restoration of the marsh meadows and the re-
introduction of more extensive farming methods have improved the conditions for this 
small endangered meadow bird. The demarcation shows the cultural environment of 
Varde Ådal. New buildings are not allowed below the 5 metre level. 

 
Introduction 

Since the beginning of the 1980s, changes in farming methodology have resulted in large-scale 
drainage of the marsh meadows and intensified agricultural management. The grass from the 
nutritious marsh meadows was used for the production of feeding pellets for domestic animals. 
This resulted in radical changes to the natural environment around Varde Å (stream). The bird and 
small mammal wildlife living in the marsh meadows suffered, and the number of species was 
reduced, including the gradual disappearance of the corncrake (crex crex). In 1995 Sydvestjysk 
Landboforening Varde (an agricultural association) took the initiative in a joint nature and 
agricultural project aiming to recreate the wetland of the marsh meadows and to improve the living 
conditions of the corncrake and other meadow birds. This initative included contacting all the 
farmers who owned marsh meadows, and the re-introduction of extensive and older farming 
methods and habits. 
This best practise example shows that voluntary efforts and financial support can help improve the 
wildlife of former times, even in a highly efficient society as we have today. 
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The historic landscape 

 

 
 
Figure 3.4.1.2:  Varde Ådal in the second half of 1800. The marsh meadows are significant as the 

blue-green areas around the stream. The wetland and the richness of the marsh 
provided grazing areas for the farmers along the stream. 

 
Varde Å is the most northerly stream running into the Wadden Sea, and the ony unregulated 
example. The stream is influenced by the tide, and the lower areas are flooded occasionally. Along 
the stream the farms are placed at the edge of the higher land, high enough to avoid flooding and 
low enough to benefit from the marsh meadows. The distribution of the marsh meadows between 
the farmers have been regulated by the locals themselves for centuries.  
Varde Å is not regulated by sluices, dams or dikes, and this makes the stream and its estuary 
unique both in the Danish Wadden Sea area and the entire Wadden Sea area in general. 
 
The project 

The wildlife of the marsh meadows is vulnerable towards change. Around 1900 between 10.000 
and 20.000 corncrakes lived in the marsh meadows around Varde Å. The farmers used ditches 
and simple watering installments in order to flood the marsh meadows with the rich and nutritious 
water from Varde Å. They used the Archimedean method with a pipe and a snail-shaped screw, 
transferring the water from the stream to the marsh meadows, or they regulated the water level by 
horizontal wooden boards in the small ditches between the small meadow pastures. 
During the 20th century drainage and the production of grass for feeding pellets, along with the 
introduction of artificial fertilizer, made the flooding of the marsh meadows no longer necessary. 
On the contrary, now the marsh meadows were too wet for working with big machines. The 
construction of drainage ditches reduced the wetland and created dry marsh meadows. In the area 
around Varde Å 2700 ditches were dug.  
These changes to agricultural practice led to a significant reduction in the number of bird and 
mammals present. The corncrake was not seen in Varde Ådal since after the beginning of the 
1970s, because of the change in farming methods. 
In 1995 Sydvestjysk Landboforening Varde began a new initiative aiming to recreate the wetlands 
and make the corncrake return. They wanted to recreate the original extensively managed 
meadows and recreate the natural balance between farming and wildlife. The corncrake was not 
the only animal to disappear, but it became the symbol of the project, named Operation 
Engsnarre. 
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The project partners were Sydvestjysk Landboforening Varde, Skov- og Naturstyrelsen (The 
Danish National Forest and Nature Agency), Ribe Amt (Ribe County), Ministeriet for Fødevarer, 
Landbrug og Fiskeri (The Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fishery), and Ribe Amts 
Familielandbrug (another agricultural society). All the partners worked together in order to ensure 
voluntary contribtution to the project.  
 
The methodology used was simple, and the farmers could see the opportunities. The farmers had 
to commit to a 20-year agreement, where they would no longer use artificial fertilizer in the marsh 
meadows, and they had to wait until the summer before harvesting the grass from the marsh 
meadows (they had previously harvested in the spring). They also had to tolerate a higher ground 
water level. Many meadow birds and animals breed in the spring, and now they had the time to 
bring up their young, before the grass was harvested. Another main goal was to improve grazing 
by cattle, horses and sheep, in stead of cutting it with big and heavy machines, disturbing the 
wildlife. In support of the income reduction that the farmers faced, they were secured financial 
compensation, financed by the state and the EU. The project costs 200 million Danish kroner 
(€26,8 mio.), 90% of which went to the farmers as compensation. 
 
Outcome 

More than 250 farmers around Varde Å committed to the project, signing 20-year agreements. By 
doing so the water level rose again, and the farming methods are adapted to the needs of the 
corncrake and other meadow birds. The marsh meadows are no longer artificially fertilized, and 
the grass provides shelter during the spring when the birds breed. The natural grazing of cattle, 
horses and sheep is regulated according the size of the area. On a long term basis the effects are 
believed to be very positive. 
In 2001 the corncrake was seen and heard again, for the first time in more than 30 years. Not only 
has the corncrake returned, but also lapwings and redshanks. Toads and frogs are breeding in 
several new places, and the vegetation has once again become varied and rich.  
This best practise shows that nature restoration can be done successfully, with more benefits than 
anticipated initially. 
 
Sources 

John Frikke: Operation Engsnarre - i engene ved Varde Ådal, Ribe Amt, in: Amt og Borger 2004:2, 
Ribe 2004. 
John Frikke: ”Operation Corncrake” – An Agricultural and Environmental Project for the Varde 
River Valley and the Meadows around Ho Bay in Denmark. Wadden Sea Newsletter 1999-1. 
CWSS, Wilhelmshaven. 
John Frikke, Ribe Amt: Operation Engsnarre – orientering om landbrugs- og miljøprojektet for 
Varde Ådal og engene ved Ho Bugt. Nyhedsbreve nr. 1 – 8. Følgegruppen for Operation 
Engsnarre. 
Charlotte Lindhardt: Marbækområdet - 100 års plantagedrift og andre voksende glæder, Esbjerg 
2004. 
Charlotte Lindhardt: Engsnarren vender tilbage, at www.northseatrail.org. 
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3.4.2  Noldes Landschaftsplanung (Noldes Landscape) 
 
Introduction 

The project area is sited in the German-Danish border area between Tøndermarsch and Nolde, 
the Danish birth-place of the important expressionistic painter Emil, and the region of German 
region of Wiedingharde with the Emil Nolde Museum near Seebüll. Emil moved from Nolde to 
Seebüll in the 1920s and later built his modern house and atelier on an old dwelling mound. Many 
of his pictures depict the partly inundated marshland landscape of the northern Gotteskoog area. 
However, due to extensive draining measures, this wetland has been turned into a modern 
agrarian landscape with only small relics of the former lakes and wet marshes. The Ada and Emil 
Nolde foundation was set up after his death in 1956 and turned his house into a museum. It is 
today one of the attractions of the region. The time visitors spent at Seebüll is, however, barely 
longer than their stay at the exhibition. This has fostered the idea of improving the possibilities for 
experiencing the landscape, nature and cultural heritage around his former house and thus 
enhance the attractiveness of the region around the museum for holidays and recreation.  
 

 
Figure 3.4.2.1:  Map of the area 
 
Proposal 

The project tried to integrate issues of cultural landscape and nature protection, as well as the 
important mental level inherent in the concept of landscape and represented by the Emil Nolde 
paintings which conserve and affectthe idea of an amphibian landscape in the Gotteskoog area of 
the Wiedingharde. A feasible German-Danish action programme involves water regulation 
measures and nature protection actions in order to recreate a scenery closer resembling that 
present at the time of Nolde, as well as measures for strengthening the tourist infrastructure in the 
area around the Nolde Museum.  
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The historic landscape 

In the late Middle Ages the area of the Gotteskoog consisted of low salt marshes, tidal streams 
and mud flats between the island of Horsbüllsharde in the west and the mainland in the east. It 
was embanked in the 16th century with two dike lines in the north and south. The ensuing polder 
of the so-called Gotteskoog was shared by the administration units of Wiedingharde, Bökingharde 
and Karrharde, but because of its low and wet ground, was for the largely unsuitable for 
agriculture. Frequent dike breeches in the following centuries and the draining waters from the 
surrounding areas led to extended inundations for much of the year and made settlement only 
possible on high dwelling mounds, giving those farms a Hallig-like appearance. Repeated 
endeavours to drain the inland water of the Gotteskoog in the 18th century failed, but left large 
draining ditches as reminders of the attempt. The first pumping mills were constructed at this time, 
witnessed by names like Westermühlenhaus near the Bundesgaarder See. 
 

 
Figure 3.4.2.2:  The historic situation of the Gotteskoog polder around 1870 
 
The area became isolated from its former administrative centre in Tondern in Denmark after the 
First World War, when the Wiedingharde voted to remain within the Deutsches Reich, whereas the 
areas in the north chose to belong to Denmark. This prompted the improvement of traffic 
infrastructure to Niebüll and massive development programs for the Gotteskoog. During the 20th 
century the drainage situation in the Gotteskoog polder improved dramatically with the introduction 
of engine powered pumps. From the 1930s onwards pumping stations like Schöpfwerk Verlath, 
built in 1933 and out of use since 1977, lowered the water level considerably and prepared, 
together with measurements for soil improvement, the land for agricultural use. During the Nazi 
period the first roads were built and new farms founded, but only the vast interventions in 
connection with the Programm Nord since the 1960s have given the Gotteskoog the modern 
appearance of a farmland area with straight roads and a few planned farmsteads. Little remains of 
the former times of almost constant inundation and the subsistence on small-scale animal-
breeding and reed-cutting. Only small parts of the former lakes of Gotteskoog, Aventoft and 
Ruttebüll have survived, re-naturalized since the 1980s in order to retain at least bits of the former 
landscape. In summary, the landscape has changed dramatically on both sides of the German-
Danish border due to dike building and drainage. The size of the water surface around the 
museum (Hülltofter Tief, Schmale) has, roughly estimated, been cut into half due to water 
regulation measures since 1870. 
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Figure 3.4.2.3:  The historic situation of the area around Seebüll around 1870 
 
 

The project 

The project aims to develop a concept for enhancing the experience and awareness of landscape, 
culture and nature and for improving the ecological situation in the project area. This includes 
cooperation with Danish partners. The project is partially financed by the INTERREG IIIA 
programme, with the self-financed part divided amongst the partners. The Stiftung Naturschutz 
and the municipality of Ny Tønder (Sønderjyllands Amt before Jan. 2007) are responsible for the 
overall coordination of the project. The coordinators are supported by a project group comprising 
the partners. This group serves as pool for ideas, discussions and information and decides about 
the actions. Focal points are: 

• Water regulation measures in order approach historic scenery considering modern water 
regulation demands.  

• Nature protection measures for improving the ecological situation of the water influenced 
biotopes 

• Measures for strengthening the tourist infrastructure, such as mapped trails, an area for 
nature experience or exhibitions. An example of a sign-posted or mapped trail is a route 
around the lake of Ruttebüller See, which, in addition, has plenty of room for smaller 
excursions alongside the way (see map). 

 
The output will be a concept which could be implemented as a series of follow-up projects. 
Involved stakeholders are the municipality of Aventoft, Deich- und Hauptsielverband Südwesthörn-
Bongsiel, the Emil Nolde foundation and local tourism representatives. The duration of the project 
is 2 years.  
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Figure 3.4.2.4:  Proposal for a walking and cycling route around the Ruttebüller See 
 
Project partners 

• Stiftung Naturschutz Schleswig-Holstein 
• Municipality of Aventoft 
• Ministerium für Landwirtschaft, Umwelt und Ländliche Räume Schleswig-Holstein (MLUR) 
• Deich- und Hauptsielverband Südwesthörn-Bongsiel 
• Stiftung Ada und Emil Nolde  
• Sønderjyllands Amt (till 31.12.2006) 
• Municipality of Ny Tønder (since 1.1.2007) 
• Vestsønderjyllands Erhvervs- & Udviklings Sekretariat in Denmark 

 
Contact 
Barbara Wilhelmy 
Stiftung Naturschutz 
Eschenbrook 4 
D-24113 Molfsee 
+49(0)431.21090-42 
wilhelmy@sn-sh.de 
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Potential impacts on the landscape 

• More water will be visible in the landscape because of the water regulation measures and 
nature protection actions. 

• New trails, maps and sign-posted routes will largely increase the accessibility of the area 
and are therefore a basic infrastructure for information and raising people’s interest for this 
landscape. 

• The whole package will enhance the awareness of and the interest for historic landscape 
development and interrelations between man and nature in this specific region.  

• The drainage of adjacent agricultural fields requires a thorough distinction between 
permanent or partially waterlogged areas and fields and acres in agricultural use, a clear 
difference to the historical situation. 

• Measures beyond water level regulation, especially earth extraction and movement, as 
compromise between historic landscape and modern requirements tend to further alter 
landscape permanently in a way it has never been before.   

 
Outcome 

The aims have not been implemented yet. The result of the project will be an action programme for 
partially restoring the historic landscape in the Gotteskoog around Seebüll and improving the 
tourist infrastructure in the area. Some new trails have already been indicated in the municipality of 
Neukirchen.  
 
Conclusion 

The project integrates tourism, nature protection and cultural heritage issues in a landscape 
planning concept for a specific region and area. This approach is crucial for emphasising the 
historic landscape, as not only local characteristic have to be taken into account but also all 
relevant stakeholders must be considered. If implemented, a wise reconstruction of the historic 
landscape, interesting presentation, information and guidance through the landscape will raise 
awareness, attract people and, last but not least, strengthen the local cultural heritage.  
Nevertheless, as the reconstruction of parts of a landscape which provided very limiting living 
conditions, the original aim of the project necessarily contrasts considerably with modern demands 
for comfort and subsistence. Compromises between these two factors will therefore limit the 
possibilities for renaturation and tend to confine it to either suitable areas or easily applicable 
methods, which will not necessarily produce a landscape comparable to the historic situation, but 
rather changes the landscape further albeit with reference to its historic appearance. The reasons 
for change would however differ from the historic changes, where nature protection or restoration 
of old landscapes has never been a motivation.  
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3.4.3  Areas for Experiencing Nature and Cultural Heritage around the Stollberg and in 
Albersdorf  

 
Introduction 

In modern society people have less and less contact with nature and little knowledge about 
ecological systems, which are the basis of our lives, and the interaction between humans and 
nature that has formed our surrounding landscape, culture and ecology. This alienation supports 
drastic chances in our environment which tend to eliminate the traces of historic developments 
forming our landscape, thereby reducing variety and richness of our natural and cultural 
environment to purely functional, economic landscapes in a modern sense without genuine local 
characteristics and historic depth. 
In order to increase awareness about historic man-nature interaction, which formed our 
surroundings and our modern culture, and to improve the man-nature relationship, the nature 
protection act of Schleswig-Holstein of 1993 introduced a paragraph allowing the denomination of 
specific areas for experiencing these coherences personally and directly. The act does not grant 
specific protection for these areas, but supports their aims with this official status. The general 
aims of these so-called Naturerlebnisräume, which can be translated as Nature Experience Areas, 
can be summarised as promoting the acceptance of nature protection and enhancing the 
opportunities for nature education and recreation as well as for tourists on municipality level. 
These areas present specific landscapes and elements, local nature and formation processes as 
well as changes caused by man-nature interaction. Nature and environmental education is seen 
as a holistic process involving the head, heart and hand, in order to sensitise people to nature and 
landscape and to trigger a long-term change of behaviour concerning our environment. The 
specific areas are required to be especially suitable for teaching the above mentioned 
interrelations to visitors because of existing or improvable structures and elements, the vicinity of 
areas important for nature protection and information centres. 
 
Proposal 

Apart from the general aims described above, nature experience areas are very versatile in their 
orientation, owing to local circumstances and individual goals. Whereas most still have a focus on 
nature protection, the two areas presented here as best practice examples have a very strong link 
to the cultural landscape and heritage as well. Both are sited on the fringe of the actual Wadden 
Sea Region of Schleswig-Holstein on the high moraines of Ice Age origin, the so-called Geest. The 
Stollberg is a hill near Bredstedt in the county of North Frisia, whereas the Archäologisch-
Ökologisches Zentrum Albersdorf (AÖZA) lies near the village of Albersdorf in the county of 
Dithmarschen in the south.  
 
The AÖZA aims at reconstructing a Neolithic landscape of the 6th millennium BC order to 
demonstrate to a broader public the complex connections of Stone Age landscape development 
discovered by archaeological research. The Stollberg aims to explain and demonstrate the 
genuine variety and singularity of the natural and cultural landscape between Wadden Sea and the 
moraine hinterland. Both areas add attractions representative of the local cultural heritage to the 
region’s tourism, recreation and education attractions. 
 
The project 

The lead partners for the nature experience areas can be all corporations under public or private 
law, whilst state nature protection agencies have to acknowledge the status after application. The 
partner for Stollberg is the administration of Amt Stollberg. The municipality of Albersdorf is the 
main partner of the AÖZA. A society under public law and a company was founded for that 
purpose. 
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Figure 3.4.3.1:  Reconstruction of a Neolithic settlement 
 
The Stollberg 
The Stollberg comprises an area of around 380 acres around the eponymous hill of Stollberg north 
of Bredstedt in North Frisia. Besides the actual area, several routes in the vicinity invite visitors to 
view historic buildings, places of interest, monuments and landscape elements. The basis for 
information and education is a guide through the landscape with detailed explanations on 
signposts and possibilities for children to play and discover the natural and cultural heritage. 
Landscape elements like hedgerows, habitats around pools, forests and heath land are explained, 
as well as a Bronze Age urn cemetery or bog iron ore, examples of which exist in the park. The 
free accessibility and park-like appearance of the area underline the recreation role. Sign-posted 
routes in the polders west of the Stollberg extend the reach of this educational centre far beyond 
its actual confines. The latest acquisitions are a hidden cold war bunker on which a singular 
habitat has grown. Single projects within the framework of the nature experience area are usually 
financed by EU-funds and local sponsors. New ideas are constantly developed and turned into 
applications ready to be issued when the time is right. 
 
AÖZA 
In contrast, the AÖZA in Albersdorf, county of Dithmarschen, measures only 40 acres but focuses 
on the display and reconstruction of a Neolithic environment. After an initial idea for the use of the 
archaeological potential of the area in the 1980s, a planning phase followed in the early 1990s, 
where the focus shifted from a museum building to landscape planning and formation as the initial 
phase. Beginning in 1997, the process of landscape reconstruction is now scheduled to take place 
over several decades and is mainly influenced by landscape planning.  
The result is supposed to reflect a historic surrounding by structure, usage, colour, perception of 
space. Nine well preserved archaeological monuments, comprising megalithic tombs and burial 
mounds, are integrated into a park also designed to be an attractive recreational space and to 
improve the ecological situation of the area. The first project phase from 1997 to 1999 was largely 
implemented by more than 40 workers as well as a scientist financed by a federal employment 
programme. Other support came from EU funds, the state of Schleswig-Holstein, the county of 
Dithmarschen and the local municipality.  
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Figure 3.4.3.2:  The site of the AÖZA 
 
 

 
 
Figure 3.4.3.3:  One of the megalithic tombs within the AÖZA 
 
Public relation activities for improving information and awareness building were amongst the main 
tasks, besides the presentation of the actual area. Therefore, participatory and interesting 
education and information by guides instructed in archaeology, environment and education 
techniques, as well as exhibitions and guided tours, are important competencies of the AÖZA. 
Regular activities and fairs, seminars and workshops on archaeology and environmental education 
are offered, in collaboration with local entrepreneurs, and are largely based on volunteer’s work. 
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A Stone Age settlement consisting of full-size model houses has been constructed since 1999, 
based on recent results from excavations and research into Stone Age handicraft techniques. This 
hamlet also presents an appropriate backdrop for several activities based on historic 
craftsmanship during the summer months. The information centre for the park is now in the final 
planning phase. In 2007 a company was founded by the municipality of Albersdorf, integrating the 
AÖZA-area and the archaeological museum for the county of Dithmarschen in Albersdorf.  
 
Project partners 

• AÖZA-gGmbH, Fördervereins AÖZA e. V. 
• Gemeinde Albersdorf Amt Stollberg 
• Verein »Natur und Kultur rund um den Stollberg« 

 
Contact 

Stollberg: Herr Lemke 
Phone: ++49 (0)170-2175321  
(mobile) ++49 (0)4671-2690 
 
Amt Stollberg: Herr Becker 
Redlingsweg 3 
D-25842 Langenhorn 
Phone: ++49 (0)4672-7619 
Fax ++49 (0)4672-7633 
E-mail: h.becker@amt-stollberg.de 
 

Regionalbetreuerin Carla Kresel 
Phone: ++49(0)4671-919236 
Fax: ++49(0)4671-919293 
E-mail:regionalbetreuer@amt-bredstedt-
land.de 
 
AÖZA 
Bahnhofstr. 23 
D-25767 Albersdorf 
Phone: ++49 (0)4835-950293 
Fax: ++49 (0)4835-979797 
E-Mail: info@aoeza.de 
Homepage: www.aoeza.de  

 
Potential impacts on the landscape 

• Enhancing awareness and nurturing sensitivity for the natural and cultural heritage in the 
landscape 

• Development of more sustainable behaviour and consciousness concerning activities that 
influence landscape and nature 

• Protection of historic landscape aspects 
• Reconstruction of disappeared landscape aspects 
• Improvement of the environment 

 
Outcome 

Both areas are widely known and recognized by tourists as well as locals, however the financing of 
the AÖZA by the municipality is not without conflict, as the need for the project is questioned by 
some. The AÖZA has had roughly 10 000 visitors and the Stollberg has hosted 140 guided groups 
in 2006, which are large numbers for the region. Both enrich what the region has to offer in terms 
of information and recreation and thereby help protect valuable monuments, landscape elements 
and the historic landscape itself. As tourist attractions in otherwise non-tourist areas they also 
spread the name of their villages and landscapes far beyond the usual reach.  
 
Conclusion 

The examples demonstrate how effective local, mainly volunteer activities for the protection of 
cultural heritage, preservation of variety and raising of awareness can be as long as financial 
support can be gained by local administration, private sponsors or government and EU-funds. 
Adapted to local characteristics, these areas nevertheless require the extraordinary work of 
devoted, often charismatic persons, who further the idea, gather support and transport the single 
sub-projects to success. The result can not only attract more visitors and tourists to the area but 
also is also good marketing for the villages and their other businesses as well. 
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3.4.4  Friskney Decoy – Nature Conservation and Access Example 
 
Introduction 

Within the parish of Friskney remains a duck decoy. These in their 
day played a significant part in the economy of rural areas, 
supporting jobs and supplying food for local and urban markets.  
Duck decoys were used throughout The Wash hinterlands of the 
Fens to catch large numbers of wildfowl, duck and geese, during 
summer months when the birds were moulting. Essentially they 
consisted of a central pond with netted radiating arms, called 
pipes, leading from it. The birds in the central pond, often an 
existing waterbody that was adapted, would be encouraged down 
the pipes (tapering, curving ditches) where they were trapped. The 
first truly planned and permanent decoy in England is believed to 
have been built in Norfolk around 1620 by Sir William Woodhouse, 
based on the Dutch eendekooi design. Lincolnshire was the first 
stronghold for these structures and remained so particularly 
around The Wash, until their use began to die out through the mid 
to late 1880s. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.4.4.1:  Friskney village sign illustrating the importance of wildlfowl 
 Courtesy of Alex Parker, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust  
 
The Friskney Decoy that exists today was one of twelve decoys formerly in the adjacent area, five 
of which were within Friskney parish as of 1807. It is believed it was one of three decoys marked 
on a map of 1779, and marked as Shaw’s Decoy on an 1828 map. It became known as Friskney 
New Decoy and was worked by a famous family of decoymen, the Skeltons, throughout the 1800s 
until Thomas Crowe took over in 1860. A star-shaped decoy with six pipes that was known as one 
of the best decoys of Lincolnshire, it was worked until 1878. In its height of use, it is said 3-400 
birds per day were trapped at the best times, most of which were sent to London, but as the 
surrounding land was drained for cultivation the numbers caught dropped.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.4.4.2:  Ordnance Survey map of 1888 evidencing the continued existence of a decoy wood, 

but note the six pipes are now less obvious because as the decoy business decline 
pipes were abandoned. Scale - 1:4000. © Crown Copyright. All Rights Reserved. 
Lincolnshire County Council 1000025370 

 
Friskney Decoy is one of the only remaining decoys in the area, as the rest were given over to 
cultivated land. The Booth Estate became the owners of the site and then donated it to the 
Lincolnshire Trust for Nature Conservation in 1950, now known as the Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust. 
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The aerial picture within Figure 2 illustrates the decoy within the cultivated landscape of more 
modern times. 
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust manages the site today in a sympathetic manner to wildlife and its 
historic character by retaining the central pond and the remnant pipes, so you can trace the 
historic waterways design. 
Within The Wash hinterlands there are several remaining decoys including in Cambridgeshire and 
Norfolk, such as Borough Fen, an eight pipe decoy north of Peterborough which more recently has 
been used for bird ringing activities. 

 
Figure 3.4.4.3:  Friskney Decoy. Courtesy of Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust  
 
Legislation background 

The post-medieval pond within the decoy wood is a Scheduled Ancient Monument (33134) with 
both the buried and earthwork remains being included in the scheduling, which was designated in 
early 2001. 'Scheduling' is shorthand for the process through which nationally important sites and 
monuments are given legal protection by being placed on a list, or 'schedule'. Only deliberately 
created structures, features and remains can be scheduled. English Heritage takes the lead in 
identifying, which should be placed on the schedule by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media 
and Sport. A schedule has been kept since 1882 of monuments whose preservation is given 
priority over other land uses. The current legislation, the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 
Areas Act 1979, supports a formal system of Scheduled Monument Consent for any work to a 
designated monument. Scheduling is the only legal protection specifically for archaeological sites. 
The word 'monument' covers a wide variety of of archaeological sites and they are not necessarily 
ancient, or visible above ground. With over 200 'classes' of monuments on the schedule, ranging 
from prehistoric standing stones and burial mounds, through to medieval castles, monasteries, 
etc., to the more recent results of human activity, such as collieries and wartime pillboxes. 
Scheduling is applied only to sites of national importance, and even then only if it is the best 
means of protection. The schedule now has about 18,300 entries (about 31,400 sites).  
Decisions on national importance are guided by criteria covering the basic characteristics of 
monuments including: extent of survival; current condition; rarity; representivity, either through 
diversity or because of one important attribute; importance of the period to which the monument 
dates; fragility; connection to other monuments, or group value; potential to contribute to our 
information, understanding and appreciation, and; extent of documentation enhancing the 
monument's significance. 
 
Proposal 

To maintain this historic landscape feature, to manage it as a wildlife haven and allow access to 
the site for people to appreciate the old art of decoymen and old ways of life, while enjoying the 
countryside and biodiversity afforded to the site today.  
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Project partners and funding 

The Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust own and manage the site. They were gifted the duck decoy as a 
legacy of Booth Estates wishing to see the wood maintained as a natural and cultural asset. A 
voluntary warden is overseen by the reserve management section of the Trust, who in turn is 
funded through direct donations and membership of the people of Lincolnshire and neighbouring 
areas, in the most part.  
The Trust also access relevant grants and business sponsorship to develop certain activities, 
including recently utilising the national Heritage Lottery Fund to resource educational posts that 
undertook school teaching within the decoy. The relationship formed at this time, still sees the 
Freiston Environmental Education Centre using the decoy as a local educational resource. The 
Trust also receive some direct funding from a variety of local authorities for managing sites part or 
wholly owned by that authority. 
 
Consultation 

The Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust is a charitable organisation with over 26,000 members. The overall 
management of the Trust falls to a Board consisting of active members nominated and voted on at 
an Annual Meeting of the Council every November. All work and expenditure is agreed by this 
Board and reported on widely amongst members and partner organisations.  
 
Potential impacts on the cultural land and seascape 

• The loss of the site would have had a significant negative impact on the cultural landscape 
and also on local biodiversity interests, particularly as it is one of the only remaining decoys 
in the locale.  

• Provides an opportunity for a variety of organisations to retell the story of the local cultural 
heritage of the area, its wildlife and how landscapes and their use evolve. 

• It acts as a formal educational resource where the younger generations can be captured 
and inspired through their imaginations by being told tales of old. 

• Without active conservation management the historic element of the decoy waterbodies 
would silt up and be lost through becoming overgrown. 

• Greater protection of all remaining decoys is required, as so many have already been lost 
to farming or development. The need to raise awareness of their importance in terms of 
their value to cultural landscapes is essential. 

• Through being a Scheduled Ancient Monument, the basic waterbody structure is protected 
by law from disturbance without consent and knowingly/recklessly causing the monument 
damage, and it can also provide the opportunity to access grants for sympathetic site 
management from Natural England or for major repair works from English Heritage. 

 

 
 
Figure 3.4.4.4:  The decoy from across the fields. Courtesy of Alex Parker, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust 
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Outcome 

• People can still connect to past ways of living through the site continuing to exist. 
• Nature conservation interests and cultural landscape management are in harmony. 
• Potential to restore the site and structures as a working decoy for the monitoring of bird 

populations, which occurs only at one or two other decoys in the country. This could act as 
a lever to access funds and create a new training facility which would secure long-term 
resources for the management of the site.  

• Friskney Decoy could be used as a catalyst for investment in the area and to then be used 
to highlight the plight of these special elements of The Wash landscape - socio-economic 
regeneration being supported by elements of the cultural landscape.  

 

 
 
Figure 3.4.4.5:  Looking down a pipe to the pond. Courtesy of Alex Parker, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust. 
 
Conclusion 

Without the forethought of the Booth Estate, this remaining decoy in this particular area could have 
been lost, but by entrusting it to a nature conservation body in an area with constraints for such 
reserve ownerships, they have secured the cultural landscape benefits for future generations. The 
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust through managing the site for nature have in fact safeguarded the 
important waterbodies of the site, which can be used to illustrate life of times past and how the 
landscape has changed over time, to a wide audience of all age groups. There is potential to build 
on the success of the site if resources are made available, which could be achieved most 
successfully through further partnership working. 
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3.5 Coastal Protection and Water Management 

3.5.1  Englum Dwelling Mound to be Restored with Dredged Material  
 
Introduction 

Waterborne trade and transport have long been prevalent in the low-lying, water-rich landscape of 
the Wadden coast. The many waterways and canals in the area are also important for drainage. 
Waterborne transportation of goods continues to be of great economic importance, but regular 
dredging is required to ensure natural and man-made waterways such as the Reitdiep and the Van 
Starkenborgh canal remain navigable. Yet the enormous quantity of dredged material (some four 
million cubic metres of material has been dredged from the Van Starkenborgh canal alone) poses 
another problem: storage and reuse. Transport of dredged material over long distances is 
expensive and only happens if it is contaminated. This contaminated material is then stored in 
special depots. Uncontaminated dredged material is deposited close to where it is recovered, often 
in low-lying excavated fields, and the result is generally considered to be unsightly.  
In an effort to seek alternatives to this form of disposal, plans are underway in the Province of 
Groningen to use the dredged sludge for the restoration of dwelling mounds. A pilot scheme was 
carried out at the Englum dwelling mound at the Reitdiep, not far from the site where some years 
ago dredged material was used for the restoration of a partly excavated inner dike. The scheme 
appears to be very successful, and will therefore be followed up. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.5.1.1:  The Reitdiep (photo: LancewadPlan) 
 
The historic landscape 

The salt marshes of North Groningen and Friesland have been inhabited since the early Iron Age, 
and the first permanent settlements date from around 600 BC. Farmers settled the highest areas 
of the salt marsh bars, and their settlements became increasingly elevated as a result of the 
deposition of manure and other waste. The various individual dwelling mounds grew rapidly to 
form collective village mounds or terpen.  
Rising sea level caused the inhabitants to raise their dwelling mounds further. This occurred in 
phases: dwelling mounds were actively raised only in times of increased flooding; not during 
relatively stable periods. Manure and sods collected from the salt marshes were generally used to 
raise or expand the dwelling mound. These materials have proved to create excellent conditions 
for preserving artefacts and organic remains. The dwelling mounds in the former salt marsh area 
are therefore archaeological treasure troves that hold the secrets about how their former 
inhabitants lived.  
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Figure 3.5.1.2:  Topographical map of the Englum dwelling mound circa 1900, before it was partially 

excavated (source: Bonnekaart, KICH) 
 
At the beginning of the nineteenth century the soil from dwelling mounds was identified as having 
excellent fertilising properties, due to its rich organic content. At that time the Bourtangerveen bog 
complex in the south of the province was being excavated for peat. After the peat was dug up, the 
sandy soil left behind was prepared for agriculture, but as it proved to be infertile earth from 
dwelling mounds and household refuse from Groningen city was used to nourish the poor soil. A 
flourishing trade in soil extracted from dwelling mounds developed from 1840, and it became a 
highly lucrative commodity, as 1 hectare was sufficient to improve the long-term soil quality of 350 
hectares of sandy earth. Farmers from the infertile sandy areas of Drenthe and Groningen were 
therefore eager to use this soil to fertilise their land, and were prepared to pay considerable sums 
for it. As it was easiest to transport goods over the water at that time, inland boat owners also 
profited from the popularity of the soil, which is why a canal slipway, where vessels moored to 
collect the earth, can be found at virtually every dwelling mound.  
In the period 1840-1945 most of the dwelling mounds in Friesland and Groningen were excavated. 
By the end of the Second World War more than half of the 650 dwelling mounds in Groningen and 
75% of the Friesian terps had been totally or partially excavated. By comparison in German Ost-
Friesland not one dwelling mound had been excavated. 
 

       
 
Figure 3.5.1.3:  Marsum 1903 (photo: W.F.Pastoor, Loppersum.Collection RHC Groningen Archives) 
 
Figure 3.5.1.4:  Marsum 2006 (photo: Province of Groningen) 
 
The exploitation of the dwelling mounds led to the loss of a wealth of archaeological information. In 
1906 Mr Elema and his son from Toornwerd (Middelstum) published a report on the archaeological 
finds they had unearthed during the excavation of a dwelling mound. This publication was partly 
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behind the creation of a society for dwelling mound research (Vereniging voor Terpenonderzoek), 
which commissioned the renowned archaeologist Albert Egges van Giffen to study the mounds 
and document his findings. Van Giffen attended many excavations, of which the one at Ezinge is 
perhaps the best documented. 
The dwelling mounds were sometimes completely excavated, while others were left partially intact, 
with one or more “slices” left over, as was the case with the mound at Ezinge. This partial 
excavation is what gives many mounds their characteristic, abrupt sides: digging had to be 
stopped when the buildings or the burial site was reached. The waterlogged hollows that resulted 
from the digging are now often used for ice-skating.  
 

             
 
Figure 3.5.1.5:  Excavation of the ‘wierde’ Ezinge in 1930 (source: GIA) 
 
Figure 3.5.1.6:  Excavation of the ‘wierde’ Ezinge in 1930 (source RACM) 
 
The Englum mound was inhabited until the middle ages and subsequently used as agricultural 
land. In around 1915 approximately half of the mound was removed, and the earth dug to as deep 
a level as possible. This left a waterlogged, swampy area of land that was poorly suited for 
agriculture. The Englum mound formed part of the Reitdiep dike, and is one of the rare examples 
of this combination of mound and dike in the province of Groningen.  
 

 
 
Figure 3.5.1.7:  The partly excavated dwelling mound of Leermens, in wintertime being used as an ice 

rink (photo: A. Haartsen) 
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The project 

In 1999 farmer Jan Spriensma asked if the Englum dwelling mound could be restored with 
dredged material, as the low-lying, waterlogged areas on his land were not suitable for growing 
crops. This marked the beginning of a long-lasting collaboration, in which a low-lying 6-hectare 
area of land was raised, thus levelling out the dangerous, steep side of the mound. The area was 
ready for use by the end of 2006. 
The project to restore the Englum dwelling mound is fully in line with provincial policy, as 
established in the Provincial Environmental Plan and government policy, which is reflected in the 
Belvedere Memorandum. The Middag-Humsterland area was included in the Memorandum 
because of its flagship function relating to the relationship between cultural heritage and spatial 
development. In addition to its role as a flagship in this respect, the Englum project provides 
agricultural enrichment, restoration of the cultural landscape, improved protection of the 
archaeological remains, and it also means that a new depot will not have to be built. The project 
also dovetails with the provincial policy on land development and building materials, that is based 
on cost-efficient and sustainable use of primary building materials. This approach means the 
mound can be restored at a relatively low cost.  
Some 100,000 m3 of material dredged from the Reitdiep and the Kommerzijlsterrijt waterway was 
used to restore the mound. The material started to be deposited on the site in 2001. After the land 
was raised in 2002 and 2003 the dredged material required a number of years to ripen. This had 
been estimated at three to five years, but the ripening process was quicker than expected. By 
restoring the Englum dwelling mound to its original form, the dredgings were thus disposed of in a 
manner that benefited the cultural heritage of the landscape. Mr Spriensma was unable to use the 
raised area for five years, but now the province has ensured that he has fertile soil, which he 
intends to use for the cultivation of sugar beet and potatoes. 
 
Parties involved in the project: The Province of Groningen was responsible for implementing and 
funding the plan to restore the Englum dwelling mound. The other parties involved in the project 
were the Municipality of Zuidhorm, the regional development commission for Middag-Humsterland, 
the State University of Groningen, the State Service on Archaeology, Cultural Landscape and 
Monuments (RACM) and the inspectorate of the Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the 
Environment. 
 

          
 
Figure 3.5.1.8:  The dwelling mound Englum in 2000 and in 2006 (photo’s: Province of Groningen) 
 
Communication: A meeting was held at the start of the project in July 2000 to invite feedback on 
the exemption permit to be extended for the land use plan. Rita Jansen, a member of the 
Provincial Executive, gave a presentation detailing the project’s background. She was again 
present in May 2002 to initiate proceedings for the restoration work. In February 2007 the annual 
day dedicated to dwelling mounds focussed entirely on the restored Englum mound. Hans 
Gerritsen and Henk Bleker, members of the Provincial Executive responsible for culture, and for 
agriculture, landscape and the environment respectively also attended. During the reception at his 
farm, Mr Spriensma was presented with a replica of the final part of the project: a signboard 
providing comprehensive details of the mound’s recent history. 
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Costs: The total costs for research, preparation and restoring the mound amounted to 
approximately € 770,000, of which € 300.000 for landscape restoration. The costs for 
archaeological research amounted € 30.000. The re-use of dredged material saved a lot of money. 
 

        
 
Figure 3.5.1.9:  Presentation of the report and information board ‘biography of a wierde’ to the family 

Spriensma in februari 2007 
 
Outcome 

The project to restore the Englum mound was completed in 2006, and has yielded a number of 
benefits. The soil’s fertility has been greatly improved and the material dredged from the Reitdiep 
has been put to a good use. The restoration of the mound has also considerably improved the 
appearance of the landscape. The project has also served to protect the entire archaeological 
remains. In the words of Hans Gerritsen, “Englum is once again a wonderful dwelling mound.” 
The project also revealed more archaeological information about the mound. Led by Piet Kooi and 
Annet Nieuwhof, and in collaboration with the Amsterdam Archaeological Centre, the site was 
visited by 25 students of the Groningen Institute for Archaeology over a six-week period. The visit 
offered the students the chance to study the steep walls of the mound, which will add to 
knowledge about the history of the area and its inhabitants. This research also allowed the original 
contours of the mound to be defined, and has also stimulated renewed interest in the unwritten 
history of the area, which in turn has heightened interest in the region’s archaeology and 
landscape.  
 
Conclusion 

The province of Groningen is very satisfied with how this pilot project went. Moreover, a list has 
been compiled of all the partly excavated dwelling mounds that may qualify for restoration 
according to the Englum model. Of the 83 partly excavated mounds in the province, 37 have been 
identified for this purpose. They include the dwelling mounds of Krassum (Garnwerd) and Wierum 
(near to the city of Groningen). Calculations have shown that restoring all the suitable mounds in 
this manner will use 3.5 million cubic metres of dredgings.  
 
However, the province has no intention of restoring all the partly excavated dwelling mounds. 
Terrain may only be raised if it improves the quality of the landscape. Following the completion of 
the Englum project, work will start in 2007 on three other projects: the mounds of Krassum, 
Oostum and Wierum. The possibility of carrying out a fourth project involving the Valcum dwelling 
mound is still under consideration. J. Meijering from the Province of Groningen assumes that most 
of the farmers involved will co-operate. "Farmers will again have access to land that is raised and 
remains dry, the province can dispose of its dredgings and the contours of the mound are 
restored, which ultimately benefits the landscape."  
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Figure 3.5.1.10:  Overview of the mounds and dykes in Middag-Humsterland that qualify for restoration.  
 Green = favourable; orange = subject to consideration; red = unfavourable. (source: 

Province of Groningen) 
 
Restoring partly excavated dwelling mounds with dredged materials is certainly not an option for 
all excavated mounds, as even these features, with their characteristic steep walls that result from 
the excavation, represent a cultural historical, landscape and emotional value of it’s own. Many 
excavated mounds will therefore remain as they are. To ensure these features fit in well in the 
landscape, the province of Groningen commissioned the countryside management organisation 
Landschapsbeheer Groningen in 2003 to prepare plans for the conservation of at least 10 dwelling 
mounds. The plans involve restoring plantings, moats and ponds, former ring roads and church 
paths, as well as strengthening the steep sides to prevent erosion. The introduction of recreational 
facilities such as benches and placing information boards form part of the landscape restoration 
plan.  
 
Sources 

Author: Dré van Marrewijk, with special thanks to Jan Meijering (Province of Groningen) 
 
Jan Abrahamse, 2005. Baggerspecie op dijk en wierde. Noorderbreedte 24 (2005), no. 5 
Haartsen, A.J., 2006. Description of the Loppersum-Winneweer region 
Website of the Province of Groningen 
Nieuwsbrief Wierden en Waarden no. 7, December 2002.  
Waddenland. Landschap en cultureel erfgoed in de Waddenzeeregio, 2001. Lancewad- 
Nederland. Ministery of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality /Uitgeverij Noordboek. 
Van Last naar Lust. Soil flows policy of the Province of Groningen, 2002. 
Afgegraven en weer aangevuld? Beleidsnotitie over de wenselijkheid van het aanvullen van 
afgegraven wierdesectoren, dijken en essen in Groningen. Province of Groningen, June 2005. 
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3.5.2  Freiston Shore – Flood Risk Management Example 
 
Introduction 

The Wash coastline is highly dynamic in nature, with coastal waters transporting high levels of 
sediment. It accounts for over 100km of coast shared between the counties of Lincolnshire and 
Norfolk on the east coast of England, much of which is defined by the sea banks (dykes) on the 
landside. More than three quarters of this length of coast is fronted by saltmarsh and mudflats. It 
also has many nature conservation and landscape designations that recognise the area for its 
special qualities in terms of wildlife, landscape character and cultural heritage. 
Large areas of The Wash hinterlands, the Fens, are more than 3m below Mean High Water Spring 
Tide Level, and climate change, land tilt, soil shrinkage and erosion, mean that this land is at 
increasing risk of tidal inundation. Therefore, the flood risk management of the area not only has to 
be sustainable in terms of scales of economy but also in terms of lifetime and environmental 
considerations. Freiston Shore is a good example of where consideration has been given to the 
economic impacts of flood risk management, and the social and environmental benefits of such 
activities. 
Freiston Shore is a coastal nature reserve found on the west coast of The Wash, just north of 
Boston, and is managed by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB). Like much of The 
Wash’s coastal fringe, the land was progressively reclaimed from saltmarsh by successive earth 
embankments, the latest of which was constructed between 1978 and 1982. 
 
The final encroachment left a thin margin of saltmarsh on the seaward side of the bank which, in 
1996, was unable to subdue wave attack resulting in the severe erosion of the embankment. At 
this time the management of the bank fell to HM North Sea Camp. In response, the HM North Sea 
Camp approached the Environment Agency (EA), national governmental body whose remit 
includes flood risk management, and they suggested that a programme of managed re-alignment 
would be a more sustainable solution than repairing and maintaining the 1980 shoreline. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.5.2.1:  Crown Copyright. All Rights Reserved. Lincolnshire County Council 100025370 
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Proposal 

It was proposed to realign the 1982 sea bank and allow the 80 ha. interior enclosure to be subject 
to tidal inundation. The re-aligned defences would be created by strengthening and joining the 
inland 19th century sea bank with the 20th century defences to the south. The material used would 
create a saline lagoon to the south which would provide a habitat for a variety of bird species. The 
outer sea bank would then be breached in three strategically located stretches, to allow flooding of 
the interior enclosure with each tide, and subsequent natural return to saltmarsh to serve as a 
natural defence against future wave action and storm events by the friction of the water moving 
across the saltmarsh habitat removing energy from approaching waves before reaching the newly 
strengthened sea bank. At the time of the breach in the autumn of 2002, it was the largest 
managed re-alignment within the UK. 
 
Project partners 

Environment Agency, Flood risk and coastal protection 
HM Prison Service, Land ownwe 
RSPB, Land manager 
English Nature, Natural environment 
 
Consultation 

An ‘appropriate assessment’, in accordance with EU Directives, was commissioned by the EA. 
The process involved consultation with a number of statutory organisations and local authorities, 
including English Heritage, Lincolnshire County Council Historic and Natural Environment Services 
and the Boston Borough Council. 
Local communication focussed on engaging local communities and stakeholders through a 
communication network and consultation process effectuated through local authorities and media. 
Lessons were learned from this engagement process that have since been carried forward to 
similar projects across the UK, to ensure improvements for engagement, as some fisheries 
interest were overlooked. 
 
The historic landscape 

The reserve area sits within a historical landscape context of coastal reclamations that have 
occurred along The Wash coastline since Saxon times, and is one of the most recent and final 
examples of coastal land reclamation in the UK. The tangible products of the reclamations of this 
date are sea banks enclosing flat fields with interior rectilinear drainage networks. 
The secondary bank, inland of the primary coastal defence, dates to approximately 1809, and was 
a primary defence until the late 20th century. For this reason, the secondary bank features the 
upstanding remnants of a Second World War (WWII) ‘Coastal Crust’ defence network, including 
anti-aircraft installations and pill boxes. 
Freiston was also the location of a bathing beach during the Victorian period, and helped form, 
alongside other seaside resorts in The Wash, the foundations for a future tourist industry which 
continues today. 
The aerial image below, reflects the true lie of the land set out within the diagrammatic map above. 
 
Potential impacts on the landscape 

• Removal of the most recent and final piece of sea bank and reclaimed land in The Wash; 
• Alteration of the WWII Coastal Crust defence infrastructure; 
• Change to the landscape character of the vicinity by alteration of flood risk management 

infrastructure; 
• Potential alteration of the Victorian coastline and associated tourist infrastructure. 
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Figure 3.5.2.2:  Coastal defence. All rights reserved. Get mapping and Lincolnshire County Council. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.5.2.3:  Courtesy of The Wash Estuary Strategy Group 
 
Outcome 

Three 50m breaches were created in the outer sea bank allowing tidal flooding of the inner 
agricultural land. Although this involved the destruction of the historic flood defences, a previous 
shoreline was re-instated. Furthermore, the new shoreline is contemporary with the WWII defence 
installations along the earthwork, providing a better context for the defence installations along a 
restricted length of The Wash. 
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Figure 3.5.2.4:  Dike breaches, Courtesy of the Environment Agency 
 
A new sea bank was constructed in order to join the 1809 and 1982 sea banks together. This was 
achieved by constructing an earth sea bank of the same appearance as the historic banks. The 
use of similar materials and design mitigated any potential impact on the character of the flood 
defences, a principal component of the historic landscape. 
Although partially buried, WWII defences remained visible and accessible to visitors to the reserve, 
affirming the previous historic military character of the area.  
The area has also benefited from increased visitor numbers of up to 60,000 people each year. As 
a result, the area has benefited from investment by tourists, a principal recipient of which has been 
the Victorian hotel located adjacent to the reserve. 
 
Conclusion 

The project made several key decisions which mitigated potentially negative impacts on the 
historic landscape. In addition to providing flood risk management for the historic landscapes 
inland of the coast, the re-alignment reinstated a length of WWII defences that had been severed 
from their original coastal context. The resulting economic investment in the area may have future 
benefits for the maintenance of historic buildings in the area, as well as seeing the return to a 
previous sector activity for this area, attracting tourists. The project highlights the importance of 
considering the sustainable needs of an area, not only with regard to flood risk management, but 
also the local economy and nature conservation interests. Furthermore, it exemplifies the potential 
historic landscape benefits that can derive from what on initial inspection, appears to be a negative 
and destructive management proposal. 
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3.5.3  Boston Waterways – Access, Recreation & Tourism Example 
 
Introduction 

The Lincolnshire Waterways Partnership was formed in 2003 to regenerate Lincolnshire's 
extensive navigable network of rivers, canals and drains, and connect Lincolnshire to the existing 
national waterway network. It is part of broader strategy throughout an area known as ‘The Fens’. 
This wider work is called The Fens Waterway Link, and includes strategically planned projects for 
Norfolk and Cambridgeshire, eventually integrating with work further south in England around 
Milton Keynes and Bedford. Within The Fens, aims are being concentrated on ensuring the three 
cathedral cities of Lincoln, Peterborough and Ely are linked, and that the Rivers Nene, Nar and 
Ouse are also connected to this link, enabling people to access the historic port towns of King’s 
Lynn and Wisbech. 
The project adopts an holistic view of waterways, seeking to develop them as a tourism and 
recreational resource, whilst retaining and promoting features of natural and historic importance. 
The Lincolnshire arm of the project has already completed, or is in the process of delivering, 
improvements equating to £14m of waterway regeneration projects. 
The major works within Lincolnshire, planned for 2007 will focus on the historic market and port 
town of Boston, which the following information will concentrate on. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.5.3.1:  Map of Boston waterways, Courtesy of the Lincolnshire Waterways Partnership 
 
Proposal 

The overall project vision will be achieved by developing facilities along the water corridors with a 
series of individual regeneration projects of varying scales, managed and implemented according 
to the needs of local communities. Projects planned for Boston include the development of new 
and existing riverside infrastructure such as marinas, moorings and ancillary services, the creation 
of riverside paths for cycling and walking, and the enhancement of the natural environment along 
the waterways. 
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Figure 3.5.3.2:  Aerial photo of project area  
 All rights reserved. Get mapping and Lincolnshire County Council. 
 
A combined strategy for flood risk management and the use of the waterways has been developed 
for Boston, the first such strategy in the UK. A key phase of the Boston Waterways Project is to re-
establish a navigable ‘link’ between the River Witham and the South Forty Foot Drain (Phase 1 of 
the Fens Waterways Link), which will eventually connect the Witham to the River Welland, and the 
River Nene. A new retractable barrier across The River Witham, also known locally as The Haven 
on its tidal reaches, will form the new flood defence for Boston. A key benefit of the barrier, will be 
its ability to maintain a depth of water behind it at all times, ensuring that navigation is possible 
through Boston during all tidal states. 
 
Project partners and funding 

The principal project partners in the Lincolnshire Waterways Partnership are Lincolnshire County 
Council, British Waterways, and the Environment Agency. The Lincolnshire Waterways 
Development Framework was originally funded by 16 partners from the local, regional and 
voluntary sectors. The first major stage of the Boston phase of the project, joining of the Witham 
and the South Forty Foot drain, has raised resources from a variety of sources including through 
Lincolnshire County Council, East Midlands Development Agency, and European funding 
initiatives. Financing of the river barrier will be funded by a combination of the Environment 
Agency’s flood risk management budget, subject to the approval of the Department for 
Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs, and other external sources. 
 
Consultation 

Successful implementation of the Boston Phase of the project will affect flood risk management, 
internal drainage, communication infrastructure, natural and historic environments, as well as local 
residents, landowners, other businesses, and interest groups. The wide number of stakeholders 
requires integrated communication between all levels of national, regional and local authorities, as 
well as government departments and their respective advisory bodies including the Department for 
Environemnt, Food and Rural Affairs, the Environment Agency and Natural England. Groups, 
including local recreation and tourism groups, such as the angling, cycling, walking and boating 
communities, constitute current and end users of the waterways, and as such are equally entwined 
in the project from its outset. The various implementation players have recognised this, and the 
following consultative methods were utilised. 
The Environment Agency conducted a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) for a series of 
options, which included a proactive approach to consulting the public in 2006. Previous 
consultation on an Environmental Statement issued by the Environment Agency in 2005, resulted 
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in the combining of the flood risk management works with the objectives of the Lincolnshire 
Waterways Partnership to create navigable waterways. The later 2006 consultation allowed for the 
consideration of the possible environmental impacts of the project options, prior to any strategic 
approach being adopted. This method allowed for environmental issues to be considered during 
the decision making process of the project, maximising the potential for environmental 
enhancement whilst reducing the potential for detrimental environmental effects and costly 
mitigation. The cultural, historic and natural heritage and character were included, as well as other 
socio-economic interests. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.5.3.3:  Cleaning of the South Forty Foot Drain, July 1910  
 (Courtesy of Black Sluice Internal Drainage Board) 
 
The Lincolnshire Waterways Partnership held various workshops for the wider community, and 
consulted directly with individual businesses, organisations, and authorities to develop the overall 
strategic objectives . The project continues to the method, and in addition, produces a thrice-yearly 
newsletter, to identify more specific individual projects. These actions, in addition to presentations 
at conferences and community meetings, help to raise the profile of the work, encouraging local 
buy-in. The partnership also consulted on a communication strategy and design brief for all 
relevant promotional material and interpretation signage. This open approach ensures the 
involvement of local communities and businesses in an honest and open fashion, and can be used 
as a platform to continue to engage issues as they present themselves. For example: Obtaining 
funding and relevant permissions in large capital projects can be difficult, but by keeping people 
informed, interest is maintained ensuring people feel the time and information they have given is 
still of use. The consultation allows, in honest and open fashion, for the frustrations of obtaining 
funding and getting complex capital projects underway, to be shared amongst the public, 
engendering a shared sense of responsibility, ownership, and if successful, achievement. 
Thus, local opinion is being built into the various processes: developing strategic aims: identifying 
specific projects; the location and construction design, and; mitigation measures, where required, 
for environmental assets. 
 
Outcome 

A key result of the consultation work for the planned ‘link’ between the River Witham and the 
South Forty Foot drain identified that inhabitants of Boston valued the tidal fluctuations of the River 
Witham. This provoked the proposal for a tidal barrage that would allow the ebb and flow of the 
River Witham, but retain sufficient amounts of water for a navigable course for watercraft to access 
the ‘link’. During the design phase of the barrier, the potential future flood risk management 
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benefits of a barrage were realised, allowing for the stage of the Boston Project to access flood 
defence funding, whilst also retaining an important component of the historic landscape so clearly 
valued by the local community. 
 
The projected link also reinstates a historical link between the River Witham, the South Forty foot 
drain (which has its origins in the 17th century), and The Wash itself. Furthermore, the project will 
open up an immense network of waterways, which were once used to transport agricultural 
workers and produce throughout the Lincolnshire fenland. 
 
Regeneration of the current waterway infrastructure and the instigation of various small scale 
regeneration projects ensures that communities across Lincolnshire profit from inward investment, 
sustainable flood risk management, and future tourism benefits, as well as the consolidation and 
enhancement of key environmental and historic features associated with the waterways, including 
meeting priority biodiversity targets and maintaining the cultural character of Boston. 
 

 
 
Figure 3.5.3.4:  Canal Boat ‘Jubilee’ on the Boston Haven.  
 Courtesy of the Lincolnshire Waterways Partnership 
 
 

Conclusion 

The Boston phase of the Lincolnshire Waterways Partnership clearly demonstrates how flexibility 
in a project‘s design, which accounts for the opinions of local stakeholders, can lead to beneficial 
and sustainable solutions, as well as investment from a wider range of funding bodies. 
Consideration of environmental issues at a preliminary stage of the project allowed for the proper 
consideration and integration of issues into the project strategy, and was fundamental to achieving 
a more sustainable solution with respect to the natural and historic environment. 
Overall, the geographical breadth of the Lincolnshire Waterways Partnership, achieved through a 
fleet of individual projects united under a single vision, demonstrates how a county wide project 
can achieve a common aim whilst also considering the needs of local communities and 
stakeholders. 
 
Further information: Boston Combined Strategy Strategic Environmental Assessment 
http://www.fenswaterways.com/docs/200603/SEA_Environmental_Report.pdf 
Fens Waterways Project, http://www.fenswaterways.com 
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3.5.4  Wash Estuary Management Plan – Strategic, Integrated Planning and Policy 
Development  

 
Introduction 

The Wash, found on the eastern coast of England, is one of the UK’s most important estuaries and 
it is the largest. Local people rely on The Wash and its surrounding hinterland for many of their 
economic and recreational activities, for example, fishing, navigation, port uses, sailing, 
wildfowling, and many other purposes besides. In addition, the estuary is of international nature 
conservation significance, and in part recognised nationally for its outstanding natural beauty. The 
vast landscape and seascapes of The Wash are some of the most remote and wild countryside in 
England. 
The Wash and its hinterlands are covered by many administrative boundaries, and their protection 
and use is subject to many different pieces of legislation. For instance, two counties are directly 
adjacent to The Wash, Lincolnshire and Norfolk, with a third being within a stones throw, 
Cambridgeshire. The same can be said for district/borough planning authorities with four being 
adjacent and several others being of concern, particularly when considering the five rivers that 
enter The Wash, which drain over 12% of the country. There are two government regions and a 
variety of other administrative boundaries to consider. In addition to 
this, there is widespread agreement throughout the communities of 
The Wash that this is a very special place. For these reasons a 
management plan was required in order to guide the ‘sustainable 
use’ of The Wash. 
The Wash Estuary Strategy Group (WESG) was established in 1994 
and is now a well established estuary partnership made up of the 
main statutory bodies and interest groups that are responsible for 
the environmental protection, commercial and social use of The 
Wash. In 1996, the group successfully delivered the first estuary 
management plan for The Wash. In 2002, the partnership 
recognised the need for a review of the original plan and also that 
external objectivity and help was required to work alongside the 
partnership and be managed by the Project Officer and then 
Secretariat. A full tender process was undertaken which resulted in 
a contract being let to a Norfolk environmental and stakeholder 
engagement consultancy. Between the partnership and external 
help, a thorough development and consultation framework was 
devised for the review. 
 
Figure 3.5.4.1:  First edition of the Wash Estuary Management Plan 
 
Legislation background 

In the UK, at the time of the review of The Wash Estuary Management Plan, estuary management 
plans were non-statutory documents. However, they were fully supported by national policy 
(Planning Policy Guidance Note 20 – Coastal Planning) and were produced and implemented 
wherever it was demonstrated that they are necessary. The plans still are non-statutory strategic 
documents based on the goodwill of partnership working, but with the European Recommendation 
for Integrated Coastal Zone Management and the development of a UK Marine Bill, they may gain 
a greater legal foot hole, but for now they remain a voluntary initiative that aim to manage and 
coordinate the wide variety of human activities that occur in and around estuaries.  
A successful estuary management plan is: 

• Widely endorsed by the people who have interests in the estuary. 
• Used by decision makers to guide the actions of the different organisations involved with 

the estuary. 
• Able to overcome coordination issues associated with administrative boundaries, regimes 

and responsibilities. 
• Easy to understand and simple to use. 
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Proposal 

To undertake a full review of the original management plan for The Wash and its hinterlands to 
ensure the strategic policies meet today’s issues, and it reflects a more integrated approach to 
coastal zone management and sustainable development. To achieve this, greater and equal 
consideration of all pertinent sectors and topics will be included, based on the results of 
consultation. To engage stakeholders in the process to ensure ownership of the plan, and thus 
buy-in, to the actions taken to meet them. 
 
Project partners and funding 

There are seven core funding bodies of the partnership and therefore, the development and 
delivery of the management plan. These include: one national government body, Natural England; 
two county councils, Lincolnshire and Norfolk; four local district/borough councils, East Lindsey, 
Boston, South Holland, King’s Lynn & West Norfolk. 
Further to this, there are numerous other partners that commit to the partnership through varying 
ways including time given, expert knowledge, one-off specific project funds and voluntary activities 
and events. At the steering board level this includes: Eastern Sea Fisheries Joint Committee, 
English Heritage, Environment Agency, Ministry of Defence, National Farmers’ Union, Parish and 
Town Councils, The Wash & North Norfolk European Marine Site, The Wash Internal Drainage 
Boards and Port Authorities. There are also three themed Wash Working Groups that are co-
ordinated by WESG that are made up of a much wider sphere of groups, organisations and 
members of the local community.  
 
Consultation 

To ensure maximum involvement of The Wash stakeholders from a local to national level, a 
diverse scoping and consultation process was devised, which included trying to reach those 
members of the community not normally successfully reached within such procedures. The various 
techniques used were as follows: 

• Analysis of previous WESG related questionnaires relating to the management plan, so 
previous efforts by stakeholders were maximised. 

• A road show that visited summer public ‘fun’ events around The Wash using a postcard 
questionnaire as a tool for focusing attention on the area and gathering data in a way that 
was simple to analyse. The audience included the general local public and visitors to the 
area. To encourage engagement further a free prize draw and activities were held at these 
events which attracted people to the stand to ensure postcards were completed. The aim 
of the postcard questionnaire was to make sure the reviewed plan reflected the values of 
local people and visitors as they relate to The Wash, to check for issues of which we were 
previously unaware and to enable respondents to give their views specifically on flood 
management and renewable energy production, as these were deemed by the partnership 
to be potentially the areas of most conflict in developing new policies. There was also 
space for further commentary and information from the respondents. The responses 
received raised a number of specific issues and were also valuable in helping define what 
makes The Wash a special place within the reviewed plan. The results provided a 
‘snapshot’ of the public’s views, which fed into the Public Consultation Draft of the reviewed 
WEMP and the final version.  

• Three facilitated workshops for The Wash Working Groups on: agriculture and horticulture; 
nature conservation and historic environment, and; education and interpretation. The 
information was used to define the public consultation version of the revised plan, and also 
helped to work through potential areas of conflict and identify areas that previously had not 
been fully considered in the first edition. 

• Presentations and discussions with business networks, such as for tourism. This had the 
same purpose as the above workshops for the Working Groups and resulted in equivalent 
information being gathered. 
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• A series of information gathering meetings with key statutory organisations, such as the 
Environment Agency, and representatives from different sectors such as fisheries and 
ports.  

 

 
 
Figure 3.5.4.2:  Front cover of the simple postcard questionnaire used to gather information from the 

wider community to help inform key areas of interest and issues facing The Wash. 
 

• A one day ‘action planning’ conference that was aimed at a wide variety of stakeholders 
that were not engaged directly through the above stages, such as the parish and town 
councils, although it should be noted that representation did include people from 
organisations that may have previously been involved. The aim of the day was to further 
identify what people considered special about the area and what action could be taken to 
safeguard these qualities for the future. It was designed to be a highly participatory event 
with only two formal presentations to set the scene. Four priority actions were identified for 
the four themes that had evolved as of the above stages, which included a theme based 
around, natural and cultural assets. These were absorbed into the consultation version 
below and ended up being the basis for the four demonstration projects in the final version 
of the second edition. 

• A formal consultation version of the revised plan, with a 3 month period for comment, was 
produced. After the consultation period the comments received were considered by WESG 
and changes were made to the document where appropriate, resulting in the fully revised 
second edition of the Wash Estuary Management Plan. 

 
Potential impacts on the cultural land and seascape 

• The historic environment and cultural landscape being recognised or put aside in regard to 
integrated, strategic policy. 

• Policies relating to other areas that could be detrimental or complimentary to safeguarding 
the cultural heritage of the area. 

• Cultural heritage not being recognised as part of the special quality of The Wash and its 
hinterlands leading to planning decision resulting in development that slowly eats away at 
the land and seascape. 

• Resources gained or loss for protection and enhancement of the cultural heritage. 
• Actions and projects that may or may not take land and seascape into account. 
• Local awareness maintained and/or enhanced if included as integral to special qualities of 

The Wash area, resulting in local communities valuing it and therefore taking ownership of 
it through ensuring action on the ground. 

• WESG building aspects of work around integrated policies including for the historic 
environment, cultural heritage, land and seascapes.  
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Figure 3.5.4.3:  Consultation version of plan – front cover 
Figure 3.5.4.4:  The second edition of the fully revised Wash Estuary Management Plan is available in 

printed version, as a download and CD-Rom, front cover above.  
 
 
Outcome 

• The action planning conference, through the positive feedback received, became the 
platform for an annual event that now occurs every November called, Wash Wide. This 
ensures that the stakeholders are constantly updated on the development of projects and 
actions resulting from the revised plan, and feed into the evolution of new key areas 
requiring action. It acts as a type of monitoring tool for the partnership, and in 2005 
provided the mechanism for gathering information that will directly feed into the work of 
protecting and enhancing the cultural landscape. 

• Sections and policies within the second edition of the Wash Estuary Management Plan that 
consider the historic environment, cultural heritage, land and seascapes on direct par with 
all other elements that make up The Wash area, resulting in them being taken into account 
as part of Integrated Coastal Zone Management and sustainable development principles 
within the area.  

• Through having the above policies it has directly resulted in WESG securing resources to 
develop spatial planning tools and identify further action to safeguard what defines the 
character of the area. This includes the work being undertaken through Lancewad Plan 
Project and within other projects. 

• A continuing raised awareness and understanding of the issues concerning the area that 
we live in and what is special about it, at all levels, for example politically, amongst partners 
and local communities, which will hopefully continue to ensure resources are channelled 
through to develop further action to protect and enhance it while also forming opportunities 
for further socio-economic growth.  

 
Conclusion 

The second edition of the Wash Estuary Management Plan has cultural heritage, land and 
seascapes, and the historic environment, much more integrally built into the policies in their own 
rite. Through doing so the awareness of issues facing them has risen within the partnership, and 
thus through activities now undertaken by them, within the wider stakeholders. It also directly 
resulted in new partners becoming involved with the Wash Estuary Strategy Group at a local and 
national level, such as the non-governmental organisation, Heritage Trust for Lincolnshire and the 
governing national body, English Heritage. And the Wash Estuary Strategy Group becoming part 
of the Lancewad Plan Project where they have further gained understanding in best practice for 
cultural landscape management and how people value it. This can be said for other projects that 
the partnership is now engaged in and developing, which will help ensure that landscape 
continues to offer sustainable opportunities for regeneration and be treasured for coming 
generations – a culturally diverse, special and living resource. 
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